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BOARD of CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS {:6'\”;50\1’
MINUTES for the week of August 22 — 26, 2022

WORK SESSION - 9 a.m.
The work session convened at 9 a.m., Monday, August 22, 2022. Present were Commissioners Ozias,
Johnson, and Peach and Administrator Sill.

Items of discussion per the agenda published August 17 were:

e Calendar/Correspondence

e Request for waiver of bid/RFP/quote requirements to purchase department vehicle for Syringe Services
Program
Agreement with Clallam Conservation District for the Dungeness Off-Channel Reservoir Project
Recreation trail easement with Department of Natural Resources for Olympic Discovery Trail from Forks
to LaPush
Memorandum of understanding with Clallam County PUD for Carlsborg water supply

¢ Olympic Workforce Development Council update — Bill Dowling

Meeting concluded at 10:51 a.m.

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Chair Ozias called the meeting to order at 10 a.m., Tuesday, August 23, 2022. Also present were
Commissioners Johnson and Peach and Administrator Sill.

REQUEST FOR MODIFICATIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Item 3c will be a discussion item only. No action will be taken.
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to adopt the agenda as modified, CBPs, mc

CONSENT AGENDA

la Approval of vouchers for the week of August 15

1b Approval of minutes for the week of August 15

lc Letter of support for Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe regarding NOAA Fish Passage Grant
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to adopt the consent agenda, CBPs, mc

REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS

e CBP commented on Board of Natural Resources Retreat, Department of Natural Resources quarterly
meeting, Port of Port Angeles request for information letter from U.S. Forest Service (see attached)

» CRJ commented on Department of Natural Resources quarterly meeting, Global Leadership Meeting,
Clallam County Fair

e CMO comment on Clallam County Fair, Jamestown S'’Klallam Tribe Healing Center Ceremony, upcoming
Department of Transportation projects letter, Hoko land acquisition letter

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS

2a Agreement with Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts for CASA/Volunteer Guardian Ad
Litem Program

ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CBPs, mc

2b  Agreement with Serenity House of Clallam County to provide rapid rehousing funds/$35,775
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CBPs, mc

2c  Agreement with First Step Family Support Center to provide rapid rehousing funds/$80,145
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CBPs, mc

2d  Agreement with REAL Team of Reflections Counseling Services Group to provide rapid rehousing
funds/$75,050
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CBPs, mc
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2e  Agreement with Olympic Peninsula Community Clinic to provide rapid rehousing funds/$41,200
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CBPs, mc

2f  Agreement with Olympic Community Action Program to provide rapid rehousing funds/$59,250
ACTION TAKEN: CRIJm to approve, CBPs, mc

2g Agreement with The Answer for Youth (TAFY) to provide rapid rehousing funds/$8,580
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CBPs, mc

ADMINISTRATION

3a Notice of hearing to be held Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. for an Ordinance amending
Clallam County Code Chapter 41.01 Clallam County Board of Health

ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to issue notice, CBPs, mc

3b Resolution requesting that the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission transfer ownership
of Clallam Bay State Park to Clallam County
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to adopt, CBPs, mc

3c  Request for waiver of bid/RFP/quote requirements to purchase department vehicle for Syringe

Services Program
Kevin LoPiccolo — Health and Human Services Director provided a brief update and requested that the

BOCC doesn’t take action on item 3¢
ACTION TAKEN: No action

PUBLIC COMMENT

» Kenneth Reandeau, Port Angeles, commented on the Clallam County Fair, Hoko land acquisition
e  Ed Telenick, Sequim, commented on item 3¢

e  Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, commented on the Hoko land acquisition

Meeting concluded at 10:39 a.m. and continued to 9 a.m., Monday, August 29, 2022.
There are no Zoom chat logs for the week of August 22.

The Board of Commissioners attended a WSAC Virtual update, Department of Natural Resources Meeting,
William Shore Memorial Pool District Meeting, Coffee with Colleen and Inaugural ICWA Conference during
the week of August 22.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 30" day of August 2022.
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August 23, 2022

Mr. Jamie Barbour, Assistant Director
Ecosystem Management Coordination
USDA Forest Service

Washington, D.C.

RE: Request for Information (RFI) on Federal Old-growth and Mature Forests, 87 Fed. Reg. 42,493 (July 15,
2022); Docket Number: 2022-15185

The Port of Port Angeles appreciates the opportunity to comment on how to define and inventory “old-growth
and mature forests” on federal lands. Nearly half of the 193 million acres of national forest system lands is
conserved (Congressionally designated areas, recreation sites, and areas that are not suitable for timber
harvest). Only 26 percent is classified as suitable for timber harvest but merely .3% of the suitable lands are

harvested?.

The Port of Port Angeles’ jurisdiction covers Clallam County, which is in a rural, equitably distressed
community in the Pacific Northwest and is a hub for domestic expor: of wood products within Washington
and to Oregon from state and private lands. Sustainable forest harvesting provides some of the best paying
jobs in rural communities, that otherwise would face even more hardships. Unfortunately, minimal National
Forests are harvested or actively managed as a renewable and sustainable green alternative building material
compared to concrete and steel. In Clalam County, every year, for every acre managed, roughly 3 acres of
National Forest lands become unavailable for management due to an arbitrary age limit. And with no long-
term timber management land allocations, the sustainable supply of timber from the Olympic National Forest
will go to ZERO in about 40 years. In the long run this is not good for the environment or the local economy..
Further, due to the lack of proper forestry management, the fire risk posed by National Forests from being
densely packed and unhealthy due to insect and disease outbreaks, continue to increase.

We are concerned that any single definition of old-growth and mat.ure forests could be so vague that it's
useless in guiding forest management across the nation. There is no scientific basis for use of an arbitrary age
or diameter limit in defining old growth and mature forests. The variability in site conditions solely on the
Olympic Peninsula creates broad variability in the stand structure and age that creates the forest stand
conditions that represent late seral condition. In no case, should the agencies adopt a definition based on
arbitrary size, age, or diameter limits. It is unscientific to come up with a single definition of old growth that
applies to many diverse forests and forest types across the United Stutes.

Well-meaning but misguided efforts to define old growth and mature trees will lead to arbitrary policies that
limit the ability of federal agencies to treat unhealthy, overstocked, fire-prone forests and will lead to less old-
growth on the landscape over time as these forests disappear due to disease and fire. Wildfire, drought,
insects and diseases, and the resulting high tree mortality have reduced the ability of federal lands to
sequester and store carbon?. The worst thing we could do during a climate crisis is to walk away from our

1 USDA Office of Sustainability & Climate, Timber Harvest & Carbon flyer, Ma-ch 2020
2 Frontiers in Forests and Global Change, Insect and Disease Disturbances Correlate With Reduced Carbon
Sequestration in Forests of the Contiguous United States, October 1, 2021

WE BRING PEOPLE, RESOURCES AND INDUSTRY TOGETHER TO FOSTER LIVING WAGE JOBS

www.portofpa.com
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public lands and decide not to use the tools available to help adapt these lands to changing conditions and
reduce the risk to catastrophic wildfires.

We are concerned that an effort to "define and inventory" older forests diverts limited resources away from
our national wildfire and smoke crisis. The US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management should focus
on accelerating active forest management on federal lands to reduce the risks of severe wildfires and to
improve our forests’ resiliency to fire, insects and disease, and to adapt these landscapes to the impacts of

climate change.

Again, the Port of Port Angeles appreciates the opportunity to comment on the how to define and inventory
“old-growth and mature forests” on federal lands. The management of USDA forest lands connects with and
aligns with the Port’s mission to “bring people, resources and industry together to foster economic prosperity
and living wage jobs”. The forest products industry is important to the 2conomic well-being in Clallam County.

During 2018-2022, the Port retained Dr. Daniel Underwood to examine (1) the contribution of the forest
products industry to Clallam County, and (2), the role and impact of the Port’s log handling and sorting facilities
in supporting the forest product sector on the North Olympic Peninsula (Clallam and Jefferson counties), and
(3) the environmental and social benefits of the Port’s intermodal handling and transfer facility. The analysis
showed that for every direct job in the forest industry, 1.3 indirect and induced jobs are created. 3 The forest
product industry has the highest job multiplier effect for our county. The Port’s facilities support forest
product related jobs beyond Clallam County and any increase in available timber increases the financial
viability of mills on the North Olympic Peninsula and regionally which are historically operating with thin
margins. In our economically distressed region, the annual median grivate sector wage is $36,747 in 2021.
Whereas, the North Olympic Peninsula mills provide an annual averzge wage of $84,331, which is $47,584
higher. Economic benefits take the form of employment and wage imgacts from mills in Clallam and Jefferson
Counties and mills along the Northwest Coast, estimated at 2,485 jobs at an annual average wage of $80,496.
Those operations support an additional 3,307 jobs at an average annual wage of $44,295.

Underpinning all of this is the supply of timber from private and public lands. The USDA Forest Service and
Bureau of Land Management can support struggling rural commun ties across the nation by focusing on
accelerating the implementation of modern forest management practices on federal lands and at the same
time reduce risks of severe wildfires and improve the health of our forests. Thank you for the opportunity to
provide comments.

Best Regards,
Port of Port Angeles Board of Commissioners

Connie L. Beauvais Colleen M. McAleer Steven D. Burke
President Vice-President Sacretary

% Underwood, Daniel, The Port of Port Angeles Log Yard; A Nexus in the Forest Products Industry, 2018
* Underwood, Daniel, The Port of Port Angeles Where Green Meets Blue — tha Port of Port Angeles” Intermodal
Handling & Transfer Facility; A Preliminary Investigation, 2022
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Presidential Documents

Executive Order 14072 of April 22, 2022

Strengthening the Nation’s Forests, Communities, and Local
Economies

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. Strengthening America’s forests, which are home to cher-
ished expanses of mature and old-growth forests on Federal lands, is critical
to the health, prosperity, and resiliance of our communities—particularly
in light of the threat of catastrophic wildfires. Forests provide clean air
and water, sustain the plant and animal life fundamental to combating
the global climate and biodiversity crises, and hold special importance to
Tribal Nations. We go to these specidl places to hike, camp, hunt, fish,
and engage in recreation that revitalizes our souls and connects us to history
and nature. Many local economies thrive because of these outdoor and
forest management activities, including in the sustainable forest product
sector.

Globally, forests represent some of the most biodiverse parts of our planet
and play an irreplaceable role in reaching net-zero greenhouse gas emissions.
Terrestrial carbon sinks absorb around 30 percent of the carbon dioxide
emitted by human activities each year. Here at home, America’s forests
absorb more than 10 percent of annual United States economy-wide green-
house gas emissions. Conserving olc-growth and mature forests on Federal
lands while supporting and advancing climate-smart forestry and sustainable
forest products is critical to protecting these and other ecosystem services

provided by those forests.

Despite their importance, the world’s forests are quickly disappearing; only
a small fraction of the world’s mature and old-growth forests remains. Here
at home, the primary threats to forests, including mature and old-growth
forests, include climate impacts, catastrophic wildfires, insect infestation,
and disease. We can and must take action to conserve, restore, reforest,
and manage our magnificent forests here at home and, working closely
with international partners, throughout the world.

It is the policy of my Administration, in consultation with State, local,
Tribal, and territorial governments, as well as the private sector, nonprofit
organizations, labor unions, and the scientific community, to pursue science-
based, sustainable forest and land management; conserve America’s mature
and old-growth forests on Federal lands; invest in forest health and restora-
tion; support indigenous traditional ecological knowledge and cultural and
subsistence practices; honor Tribal treaty rights; and deploy climate-smart
forestry practices and other nature-based solutions to improve the resilience
of our lands, waters, wildlife, and communities in the face of increasing
disturbances and chronic stress arising from climate impacts. It is also
the policy of my Administration, as outlined in Conserving and Restoring
America the Beautiful, to support collaborative, locally led conservation
solutions.

The Infrastructure Investment and Jabs Act (II[JA) I signed into law provides
generational investments in ecosystem restoration and wildfire risk reduction.
As we use this funding, we will seek opportunities, consistent with the
IJA, to conserve our mature and o_d-growth forests on Federal lands and
restore the health and vibrancy of our Nation’s forests by reducing the
threat of catastrophic wildfires through ecological treatments that create
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resilient forest conditions using active, science-based forest management
and prescribed fires; by incorporating indigenous traditional ecological
knowledge; and by scaling up and optimizing climate-smart reforestation.
My Administration also is committed to doing its part to combat deforestation
around the world and to working with our international partners toward
sustainable management of the world’s lands, waters, and ocean.

Sec. 2. Restoring and Conserving the Nation’s Forests, Including Mature
and Old-Growth Forests. My Administration will manage forests on Federal
lands, which include many mature and old-growth forests, to promote their
continued health and resilience; retain and enhance carbon storage; conserve
biodiversity; mitigate the risk of wildfires; enhance climate resilience; enable
subsistence and cultural uses; provide outdoor recreational opportunities;
and promote sustainable local economic development. Science-based reforest-
ation is one of the greatest opportunities both globally and in the United
States for the land sector to contribute to climate and biodiversity goals.
To further conserve mature and old-growth forests and foster long-term
United States forest health through climate-smart reforestation for the benefit
of Americans today and for generations to come, the following actions shall
be taken, in consultation with State, local, Tribal, and territorial governments
and the public, and to the extent consistent with applicable law:

(a) The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture (Secre-
taries)—the Federal Government’s primary land managers—shall continue
to jointly pursue wildfire mitigation strategies, which are already driving
important actions to confront a pressing threat to mature and old-growth
forests on Federal lands: catastrophic wildfires driven by decades of fire
exclusion and climate change.

(b) The Secretary of the Interior, with respect to public lands managed
by the Bureau of Land Management, and the Secretary of Agriculture, with
respect to National Forest System lands, shall, within 1 year of the date
of this order, define, identify, and complete an inventory of old-growth
and mature forests on Federal lands, accounting for regional and ecological
variations, as appropriate, and shall make such inventory publicly available.

(c) Following completion of the inventory, the Secretaries shall:

(i) coordinate conservation and wildfire risk reduction activities, including
consideration of climate-smart stewardship of mature and old-growth for-
ests, with other executive departments and agencies (agencies), States,
Tribal Nations, and any private landowners who volunteer to participate;

(ii) analyze the threats to mature and old-growth forests on Federal lands,
including from wildfires and climate change; and

(iii) develop policies, with robust opportunity for public comment, to
ingtitutionalize climate-smart management and conservation strategies that
address threats to mature and old-growth forests on Federal lands.

(d) The Secretaries, in coordination with the heads of other agencies
as appropriate, shall within 1 year of the date of this order:

(i) develop a Federal goal that charges agencies to meet agency-specific

reforestation targets by 2030, including an assessment of reforestation op-

portunities on Federal lands and through existing Federal programs and

partnerships;

(ii) develop, in collaboration with Federal, State, Tribal, and private-sector
partners, a climate-informed plan (building on existing efforts) to increase
Federal cone and seed collection and to ensure seed and seedling nursery
capacity is sufficient to meet anticipated reforestation demand; and

(iii) develop, in coordination with the Secretary of Commerce, with State,
local, Tribal, and territorial governments, and with the private sector,
nonprofit organizations, labor unions, and the scientific community, rec-
ommendations for community-led local and regional economic develop-
ment opportunities to create and sustain jobs in the sustainable forest
product sector, including innovative materials, and in outdoor recreation,

79



Federal Register/Vol. 87, No. 81/Wednesday, April 27, 2022/Presidential Documents 24853

while supporting healthy, sustainably managed forests in timber commu-

nities.

Sec. 3. Stopping International Deforestation. As described in the Plan to
Conserve Global Forests: Critical Carbon Sinks, my Administration has com-
mitted to deliver, by 2030, on collective global goals to end natural forest
loss and to restore at least an additional 200 million hectares of forests
and other ecosystems, while showcasing new economic models that reflect
the services provided by critical ecosystems around the world. The plan
recognizes that conserving and restoring global forest and peatland eco-
systems, particularly in the Amazon, Congo Basin, and Southeast Asia, can
provide significant global greenhouse gas emissions mitigation, both by pre-
venting the emissions caused by defcrestation and by increasing the amount
of carbon dioxide captured from the atmosphere and stored in soils and
forest biomass. My Administration is also committed to combating illegal
logging and stopping trade in illegally sourced wood products pursuant
to the Lacey Act, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 3371 et seq., and to addressing
the related importation of commodities sourced from recently deforested
land. To further advance these commitments, conserve these critical eco-
systems, and address drivers of global deforestation—including illegal forest
clearing to produce agricultural commodities—the following actions shall
be taken:

(a) within 1 year of the date of this order, the Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of Agriculture,
the Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of Homeland Security (through
the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection), the Administrator
of the Small Business Administration, the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development, the United States Trade Representa-
tive, and the Special Presidential Envoy for Climate, shall submit a report
to the President evaluating options, including recommendations for proposed
legislation, for a whole-of-government approach to combating international
deforestation that includes:

(i) an analysis of the feasibility of limiting or removing specific commod-

ities grown on lands deforested either illegally or after December 31,

2020, from agricultural supply chaias; and

(ii) an analysis of the potential for public-private partnerships with major
agricultural commodity buyers, traders, financial institutions, and other
actors to voluntarily reduce or eliminate the purchase of such commadities
and incentivize sourcing of sustainably produced agricultural commodities.
(b) within 1 year of the date of this order, the Secretary of State, in
coordination with other appropriate agencies, shall submit a report to the
President on how agencies that engage in international programming, assist-
ance, finance, investment, trade, and trade promotion, can, consistent with
applicable law, accomplish the following:
(i) incorporate the assessment of risk of deforestation and other land
conversion into guidance on foreign assistance and investment program-
ming related to infrastructure development, agriculture, settlements, land
use planning or zoning, and energy siting and generation;

(ii) address deforestation and lanc conversion risk in new relevant trade
agreements and seek to address such risks, where possible, in the imple-
mentation of existing trade agreements;

(iii) identify and engage in international processes and fora, as appropriate,
to pursue approaches to combat deforestation and enhance sustainable
land use opportunities in prepar:ng climate, development, and finance
strategies;
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(iv) engage other major commodity-importing and commodity-producing
countries to advance common interests in addressing commodity-driven
deforestation; and

(v) assess options to direct foreign assistance and other agency programs
and tools, as appropriate, to help threatened forest communities transition
to an economically sustainable future, with special attention to the partici-
pation of and the critical role played by indigenous peoples and local
communities and landholders in protecting and restoring forests and in
reducing deforestation and forest degradation.
Sec. 4. Deploying Nature-Based Solutions to Tackle Climate Change and
Enhance Resilience. Just as forest conservation, restoration, and adaptation
generate broad benefits related to climate change and other areas, other
nature-based solutions can advance multiple benefits. These solutions include
actions that protect coasts and critical marine ecosystems, reduce flooding,
moderate extreme heat, replenish groundwater sources, capture and store
carbon dioxide, conserve biodiversity, and improve the productivity of agri-
cultural and forest lands to produce food and fiber. To ensure that agencies
pursue nature-based solutions, to the extent consistent with applicable law
and supported by science, the following actions shall be taken:

(a) The Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality, the Director of
the Office of Science and Technologv Policy, and the Assistant to the Presi-
dent and National Climate Advisor shall, in consultation with the Secretary
of Defense (through the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works),
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary
of Commerce (through the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration), the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development,
the Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of
Homeland Security (through the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency), the Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Administrator of the Small Business Administration, and the
heads of other agencies as appropriate, submit a report to the National
Climate Task Force to identify key opportunities for greater deployment
of nature-based solutions across the Federal Government, including through
potential policy, guidance, and program changes.

(b) The Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall issue
guidance related to the valuation of ecosystem and environmental services
and natural assets in Federal regulatory decision-making, consistent with
the efforts to modernize regulatory review required by my Presidential Memo-
randum of January 20, 2021 (Modernizing Regulatory Review).

(c) Implementation of the United States Global Change Research Program
shall include an assessment of the condition of nature within the United
States in a report carrying out section 102 of the Global Change Research
Act of 1990, 15 U.S.C. 2932.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed
to impair or otherwise affect:

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency,

or the head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals.

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and
subject to the availability of appropriztions.
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(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers,

employees, or agents, or any other person.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
April 22, 2022.

[FR Doc. 2022—-09138
Filed 4-26-22; 8:45 am]
Billing code 3395-F2-P
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