
 

 

AGENDA 
 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION 
223 East 4th Street, Room 160 

Port Angeles, Washington 

November 24, 2025 – 5:30 p.m.               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes for the Audience 
• Assistive listening devices are available. Please notify Clerk before the meeting if you would like a 
    SoundMate personal listening system. 
• Please utilize the public comment sign-up sheets located at the front door.  

 
**ATTENTION** 
Charter Review Commission meetings will also be available virtually at:   
 
If you would like to participate in the meeting via Zoom audio only, call 253-215-8782 and use meeting ID: 836 9266 
4344 and passcode: 12345 and use *9 to raise your hand. 
 
If you would like to participate in the meeting via Zoom video conference, visit 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83692664344 and use meeting ID: 836 9266 4344 and passcode: 12345 
 
This meeting can be viewed on a live stream at this link: https://www.clallamcountywa.gov/669/Live-Archived-
Meetings-Online  
 
Public comment can be directed to the Clerk at 360-417-2256 or Loni.Gores@clallamcountywa.gov  

 
CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• Meeting Minutes November 10, 2025 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS – Please limit comments to three minutes 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/PETITIONS 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
• Ethics Review Board proposed amendment (Step 4): Commissioner Cameron 

• Voters Pamphlet – Commissioner Richards 

• Attorney/Client Privilege – Commissioner Tozzer 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

•  Land Acquisition – Commissioner Richards 
 
REPORTS 

• Chair Report – Commissioner Fisch  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Please limit comments to three minutes 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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AGENDA for the Meeting of November 24, 2025 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SPEAKING AT A  
CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING: 

 
• Members of the public wishing to address the Commission on general items may do so during the 

designated times on the agenda. 
• Members of the public wishing to comment at the public hearing are asked to sign in on the sheet 

provided giving their name, address and topic. 
• Public comment is limited to 3 minutes for each speaker subject to the Commissions concurrence. 

• Speakers, generally, will be heard in the order they signed up.  All comments must be made from the 

speaker’s rostrum and any individual making comments shall first state their name and address for 
the official record. 

• General comments, applause, booing from members of the audience are inappropriate and may 
result in removal. 

 
These guidelines are intended to promote an orderly system for conducting a public hearing so that each 
person has an opportunity to be heard and to ensure that exercising their right of free speech 

embarrasses no one. 
 
Note: Written testimony presented by members of the public during the meeting is 

considered a public document and must be submitted to the Clerk of the Charter 
Review Commission.  Copies of public documents from meetings are available by 
contacting the Public Records Department. 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION UPCOMING MEETING DATES 
Dates are subject to change as needed. For most up to date meeting information visit the 

Clallam County CivicClerk Portal at: https://clallamcowa.portal.civicclerk.com/  
 

• December 8, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. 

• December 22, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. 
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CHARTER REVIEW COM MISSION

Draft Minutes

November 10, 2025
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CLALLAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
MTNUTES OF NOVEMBER LO,2025

MEETING OF THE CHARTER REVTEW COMMTSSION (CRC)
Chair Susan Fisch called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., Monday, November I0,2025. Also present were

CommissionersJeff Tozzer, Alex Fane, Patti Morris, Ron Richards, Rod Fleck, Ron Cameron, Paul Pickett, Chris

Noble, Christy Holy Cathy Walde, and Nina Sarmiento. Bill Benedict, Jim Stoffer, and Mark Hodgson.

Commissioner Cameron arrived late at the meeting'

REQUEST FOR MODIFICATIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
fozzer requested to add an agenda item regarding Chilling Effect.

ACTION TAKEN;Tozzer moved to add an item regarding Chilling Effect,

motion

seconded, motion
failed
(3 voted in favor and B voted opposed)

Richards commented that he noticed that in the Voters Pamphlet the amendment concerning

the Prosecutor and Coroner was not set forth as required by state law on in the Charter

Review Commission's existence he wrote a legal opinion that clearly the for proposed

Charter amendments word for word have to be printed in the He for the

Coroner amendment the ballot title and Charter amendment ut in the case T Hall

Meetings, Ethics and Land proposals will not be close at all' if the ments

were to appear on the ballot, they would be subject to bei ng of failure to with RCW

to print in the Voters Pamphlet.
ACTION TAKEN: Richards moved to ask the
needs to be in the Voters Pamphlet, Tozzer
(9 voted in favor and 2 voted opposed)

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

if the exact language

o Minutes October 27, 2025
ACTION TAKEN: AdoPted as

PUBLIC COMMENT - to th
o Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, com ics and La posed amendments

a Dr. Sarah Huling, Co and Lands proposed amendments

a John Worthi the Lands proposed amendments

CORRES
Gores noted rmann, Commissioner Tozzer, Commissioner Noble, Eva

Sandvik, Quileute

BUSINESS ITEMS
. Lands Acquisition Amendment (Step 2): Commissioner Richards
Fisch reminded the the Lands Acquisition proposed amendment is at step 2. She read the
following into the record

Proposed amendment:
Clallam County Charter be amended by adding to Atticle VIII - The Public Interest, a Section 9.00: Procedures

for County Responses to Land Acquisitrbns by State and FederalAgencies, to read as follows:

Section 9.00: Procedures for Countu Responses to Land Acquisitions by State and Federal Agencies

1. The Board of County Commissioners shall be reouired to respond to a// requests from State
and Federal agencies for comments on the potential imoact of transfers or acquisitions of
land to or bv those agencies where such transfers or acquisitions would affect the Counfu's 4

imit
on

NCES
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CLALLAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
MINUTES of November 10, 2025
Page 2

taxino. leaislative, reaulatory, and/nr law enforcement jurisdictbn. No later than July l,2022
the County Comprehensive Plan shall be amended to add a section setting forth standards
under which the Board of County Commissioners must base its responses required by this
section. Those standards shall allow for the responses to include a recommendation that the
transfers or acquisitions be denied granted, or conditioned: they shall address both the
positive and - the neaative impacts as the case may be, of such transfers or acquisitions on
the county's interesE: and they shall consider the factors which the State or Federalagencies
aive weiaht to in approving such transfers or acauisitbns.

Richards briefed the CRC Commissioners on the Land Acquisition proposed amendment. CRC Commissioners
provided pro and con feedback on the amendment.

ACTION TAKEN: Morris moved to advance the Resolution to Steps 3 Walde seconded,
motion failed
(4 voted in favor and 7 voted opposed)(Cameron abstain)

Cameron recommends the Lands Acquisition Committee meets to rd to the
Board of Commissioners

. Ethics Review Board proposed Charter Amendment ( oner n
Fisch reminded the Commission that the Ethics Review Board at step 2. She read the
following into the record

Proposed amendment:
Clallam County Chafter, Article VIII - The Public i
and Purpose, be added to read as follows:

Section 8,1O0. Ethics Review Board - Establishment and Pu

100, Eth Board - Establishment

An independent Ethics Review Board is hereby established to*receive and review complaints of violations of the

,*::::l :::'"1:H#::i:'s "''''''' v
(a) The Ethics Review Board shall consist o-{ three qglf4qgls,-one from each of the county commissioner
oiit,i.tr. 

,^\-<{{z
(b) Members shall serve without com_pensation fol slaggered three-year terms, with initial terms determined by
iot to estabiish stasserins. 

t Y
(c) No member may be a current county:-employee, elected official, or candidate for county office, nor an

immediate family member_thgreof . 
,

Section 8.12O, Appointment of Members
(a) Members shall be appointedp indeOendently elected county officials. The offices eligible to appoint are:

. County Auditor

. County Treasurer

. County Assessor

. County Director of the Depaftment of Community Development

(b) The order of making appointments shall be determined by lot and each official will make one appointment in

turn, repeating the order after each official has made an appointment to the Ethics Review Board.

5



CLALLAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
MINUTES of November 10, 2025
Page 3

(c) In the event of a vacancy, the office assigned under the current rotation shall appoint a qualified

replacement for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(d) Members must be residents of the district they represent and meet the eligibility requirements specified in

Section 8.110.

Section 8,13O. Duties and Procedures
(a) The Ethics Review Board shall:

1. Determine the rules of procedure for receipt, review and appeal of complaints of
violations of the Clallam County Code of Ethics 3}"

5. Issue written findings publicly upon completion of review'
(b) The Board shall not impose penaltiei or sanctions 

f 
-

(c) The Ethics Review Board shall have no authority to investigate or consider alleged conduct that occurred
prior to the effective date of this Charter amendment. All investigalg[s mus! re$ain only to actigns or
omissionsoccurringafterthisamendmentbecomeseffective'V=r

(d) Any complaint submitted to the Ethics Review Board must be made by
knowledge or tn" alleged facts. 

h_

2. Receive and review written complaints alleging violations of the Clallam Cou nty
Code of Ethics by elected county officials

3. Determine whether complaints fall within its jurisdiction
4. Conduct impatial reviews.

or persons having first-handa

2 and based upo

Anonymous or second-hand com

Section 8, 14O. Transparency

laints shall not be accepted

All final findings of the Ethics Review Board shall be publicly available and posted on the county website.

The complainant shall certify under penalty of perjury that thel:
1. Have direct knowledge of the alleged conduct; anO}*.3

Believe the charge or charges to be true
forming the grounds for thecomplaint.TT

n their personal knowledge of the facts

to protect confidentiality of complainants or witnesses during activev
feedbdk on the amendment.

Meetings may be closed on ly as necessary
investigations,

CRC Comm pro and

ACTION TAKEN: N
passed

to nce the Resolution to Steps 3 and 4, Walde seconded, motion

(9 voted in favor and 2 not vote)

The Ethics Review Board
2025.

amendment will be on Step 3 and 4 at the next meeting on November 24,

. Voter Pamphlet Language
Richards requested to ask the Prosecuting Attorneys Office for an opinion regarding the Voter Pamphlet
publishing the exact language of the Charter amendment'
ACTION TAKEN: Richards moved to ask the Prosecuting Attorney's Office for an opinion regarding
the Voter Pamphlet publishing the exact language of the Chafter amendment, Walde seconded'
motion passed

6



CLALLAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
MINUTES of November 10, 2025
Page 4

REPORTS
o Chair Repoft - Commissioner Fisch
No Chair report.

PUBLIC COMMENT - Please limit comments to three minutes
. Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, commented on Charter Review Commission work, Planning Commission,

recommendations for the next Charter Commission
. John Worthington, Sequim, commented on racism, Tribes
. Dr. Sarah Huling, Clallam County, commented on the Lands Acquisition proposed amendment

GOOD OF THE ORDER/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
. Ethics Review Board proposed Chafter Amendment (Step 3 & 4):

ADJOURNMENT - Meeting concluded at 6:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Loni Gores, MMC
Clerk of the Charter Review Commission

Approved

Cameron
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CLALLAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION 2025 - Roll Call Voting - Novernber LCI,2A25
Y - Yes, N- No, A-Absent, Abstain
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4

1

Faiied

Susan Fisch

Bill Benedict

Jim Stoffer

Jeff Tozzer

Alex Fane

Ron Cameron

Pattie Morris

Chris Noble

Paul Fickett

Ron Richards

Rod Fleck

Mark Hodgson

Christy Holy

Cathy Walde

Nina Sarmiento

Yes

No

Abstain

Pass or Fail

@ J:\public\Charter Review\2025\Voting Records\CRC Voting Record 11-10-Z5.doc



CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN.UP SHEET

Public Comment on Agenda Items - l't Session

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Wash that any
testimony that I give is true and accurate.

N9 PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS

1

'AAJc,,uq,J <{l,Ar;'fiA,ta^*^ FaF, ll l cA
2

(./--

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

72

13

T4

15

16

T7

1B

19

20

9



CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN.UP SHEET

General Public Comment - 2nd Session

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washi n that any
testimony that I give is true and accurate"

N9 PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE
..1

ADDRESS

1 {*l'6rw€ il 7/A-^-,-- FoEil) o#
2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

72

13

14

15

16

17

1"8

19

20
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CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION

CORRESPON DENCES RECEIVED

{
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Gores, Loni

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Gores, Loni

Tuesday, October 28,2025 3:51 PM

Benedict, Bill; Boughton, Dee; Cameron, Ron; Fane, Alex; Fisch, Susan; Fleck, Rod;

Hodgson, Mark; Holy, Christy; Morris, Patti; Noble, Chris; Pickett, Paul; Richards, Ron;

Sarmiento, Nina; Stoffer, lim;Tozzer, Jeff;Walde, Cathy

Gores, Loni

Press Release "For" and "Against" Committees - BOCC Town Hall Meetings

For and against committees for BOCC Town Hall Meetings.pdf

Attached is the press retease issued for the "For" and "Against" Committees for BOCC Town Hatl

Meetings" lf you woutd Like to serve on a committee, ptease let me know no later than Tuesday,

Novernber 4, 2025, at 4:30 P.m.

"My emait address has changedlThe newformat is Loni.Gores@clallamcountwa.gov Please update my contact

card as your eartiest convenience, Thankyou!"

-toni Qares
C{erfr" af tfre tsoa'rd
C ovvtvvtis siorLer s Offic e
zz3 T.ast 4tn Street, Sttite a
?ort Angefes, ^l,V-n' gSS0z

?[Lone: 36o-4t7-2256

1
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Board of Clallam
County Commissioners

MARK CIZIAS, @istriat I
RA N D Y JO l{ NS O N" District 2
MIKE FREN€h+ Distriet 3, €kair

223 East 4th Street, Suite 4
Port Angeles, WA 98362"30L5

369.4w.22'56 Faxz 360.4L7.2493
E-nrail : loni.qores@clallamcquntywa.qov

V'odd Mie fke, €oanty Adnt inistrator

PRESS RELEASE

EEr Immedlate Release
Vqte{s:-Gu-ide qqmmittg-e -s-ouqht fqr-t-he 2026 Genera| E-lestisn

The Board of Commissioners is seeking individuals to serve on "For" and "Against" Committees to draft voters'
guide arguments for the 2026 General Eleeti

Clallam's online guide and printed voter pamphlet includes a wealth of information designed to help voters

better understand the voting process and measures when casting their ballots.

Each measure appearing in the guide and pamphlet includes the official ballot title, explanatory statement, and

ihe arguments "for" and "against'the measure.

Individuals are needed to serve on the following committees:

"'For" aa.ad "'Against"" eornmittees neganding €oumty eomnrissioners DEstniet Towm FlalS

Meetings

Interested parties should contact the Clerk of the Board of Commissioners by Tuesday," NovEnnbef 4-2025'
at +:eA p.m. Email loni.gores@clallamcountvwa.gov or call 360-41'7-2256 if interested"
p_lease inelude, vqur fu!fl_narnc-J-CItef reqisfratjqr add{ess, phqRe nqmberand w-hiq&-qqnnmittee vq&{

worlld like tCI serve

Information on "For" and "Against" fommittees can be found in the Eiections Guide for Jurisdictions &

Candidates at https://rrvlrr,rw.clallamcountvwa.qov/164/Ballot-Measures or by contacting the Elections Department

at 36A-417-222L

Prepesed€rn€ndrn€rt:
Therefore, the 2025 Clallam eounty Charter lleview eommission hereby proposes that the Clailam County

Charter be amendecl by adding to Article iI - Legislative and Executive Branches, a new Section 2.50,

Commissioner District Town Hali Meetings, to read as follows:

working hours. Notice of such meetings must be posted at least 30 dau, in advance of the meeting.

Any language in double parentheses with a line through it is existing Clallam County Charter language and will

be taken out of the Charler if this measure is approved by voters. Any underlined language does not appear in

current Clallam County Charter language but will be added to the Charter if this measure is approved by voters.

a

J:\public\Press Releases\2025\For and against committees for BOCC Town Hall Meetings.docx A72
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Gores, Loni --
Fronn:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, October 30, 2025 10:14 AM

Gores, Loni

Online Form Submission #8590 for Contact the Clerk of the Board

Contact the Clerk of the Board

First Name Eric

Last Name Fehrmann

Email.

Phone

Subject

Comments

efehrm_3@hotmail.com

1 360809371 6

Charter Review Commissioners

Hi Loni,

Please send this to Clallam County Charier Review

Commissioners.
Ethics as a standard refers to a sei of principles and values

that guide behavior and decision-makinE within a specific

context, such as a profession or organization. These standards

help ensure actions are conducted with integrity, fairness, and

respect for others, promoting accountabllity and trust.

lsn't the goal of the ethics committee to formulates a means of

esiablishing standards of ethics for county commissioners and

holding them accountable to those standards?

Please Note

This form is not for emergencies. lf you have an emergency, please phone 911

Email not displaying correctly? View it in vour browser.

1
1,4



Gores, Loni

Frorn:
Sent:
To:
ee:

fozzer, Jeff

Monday, November 3,2025 4:08 PM

Fisch, Susan; Noble, Chris; Hodgson, Mark

Gores, Loni

CRC: Request to Add Agenda ltem: "The Chiliing Effect"Suhjeet:

Hi Loni, Flease send to att 15. Thank you

Dear Executive Committee,

l'd [ike to request that an item titLed uoThe e lrEtting Effeet" be added to the next Charter Review

Comm!ssion agenda.

Eartier in this session, Chairwoman Susan Fisch gave a thoughtfui and competiing expianation of the

chitting effect-how fear or intimidation can discourage people f rom speaking up or participating futty in

publ"ic propesses. lt was one of the n'lost passionate discussions this commission has had, and I betieve

it deserves to be revisited"

Twice now, l've atternpted to bring forward a discussion regarding the roles of Chair Fisch,

Commissioner Mark Ozias, and County Adnrinistrator Todd Mietl<e in arranging for taxpayers to spend

thousands of daltars on private security for Commissioner Jinr Stoffer. The first time, the iteni was

rernoved frorn the agenda, preventing the publ.ic frcm commenting on it" The second time, the Executive

Comrnittee dectined to inctude it at atl, and a later attempt to add itwas not supparted by a rnajority of

cammissioners.

This stands in sharp contrast to the March meeting, when Commissioner Stoffer requested an item titled
"APMA Violations and Free Speech. "Thal item was added at the start CIf the meeting-without priCIr

notice or supporting doe umentation-after Chair Fisch sirnpty asl<ed if there were any cbjections. There

were none, and it was added" That discussion ultimately serrred as the basis for severaI hours of debaie

over proposed byiaw changes that wculd have restricted commissioners' Freedonr of Speech outside of

rneetings. When I askecl ree entty why this process is no tonger being fallowed, Chair Fisch replied, "Well,

that was a while o9o," and dee lined to eiaborate.

lf the cftidli ng effect is worth dise ussing when it applies our f riends who pr"ovide pubtic comment, it

shouid al^so be warth discussing when it affects the broacler pubi.ic_-or ccmmissioners themselves.

Sel.ective enforceme nt of rutes or unequal treatment can discourage members from asking questions or

raising concerns, particul.arty when those ccncerns chattenge the majority vtew.

e hair Fisch has spoken in-depth about the importance of protecting open dialogr-re. i believe this is an

oppoi"tunity to buil.d on that rnessage. Her experience and perspective woutd be vatuabte in helping us

consider whether the same chitting effect she described months ago may now be inftuencing our work as

carnmissioners" Does it onty apply when our allies feetsilene ed-or shor"lld it protect everyone who has

taken an cath to serve irnpartiatiy and in the pubtic's best inierest?

r 15



The Chitling Effectwas atso the foundation for a two-hour bytaw review eartier this year, ied by

Commissioners Chris Nobte, Christy Hoty, and Chair Fisch. lf it was important enough to drive that effort,

it shoul,d be equaLty important to reexamine now-especiatty given growing concerns that decision-

making power within this commission rests with onty a few individuaLs.

I make this request in the same spirit of transparency and fairness that Chair Fisch championed eartier in

the year. I betieve a renewed discussion of The Chilling Effect woul.d benefit both the commission and the

publ.ic we serve.

Sincerely,

Comm issioner Jeff T ozzer

2
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Gores, Loni

Fnonn:

Sent:
To:
ee:

Subjeet:

Noble, Chris

Friday, November 7 , 2025 10:08 AM

Tozzer, Jeff; Fisch, Susan; Hodgson, Mark
Gores, Loni

Re: CRC: Request to Add Agenda ltem: "The Chilling Effect"

Loni,
Ptease forward to the futlcommission.

Commissianer Tozzet,
Your suggestecl discussion item was not inctuded in the draft agenda because it does not pertain to a

proposed charter amendnnent or a recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners. As always,

you may move to add an item to the agenda.

Get Outtook for iOS

F nom : T ozze r, j eff <j eff . to zze r @ clalla mco u ntywa . gov>

Sent: Monday, November3,2O25 4:07:55 PM

To: Fisch, Susan <susan.fisch@clallamcountywa.gov>; Noble, Chris <chris.noble@clallamcountywa.gov>; Hodgson, Mark

<ma rk. H odgson @cia lla mcou nty\ /a.gov>

ee: Go res, Lo n i <lo n i.gores@ cla lla mco untywa.gov>
Subjeet: CRC: Request to Add Agenda ltem: "The Chilling Effect"

l-!i Loni, Please send tCI atl. 15. Thank you

Dea r Exect-itive eom m lttee.

l'cl iike to request that an item titLe d "Ti"re GFritling Effeet" be addecj to the next Charter Review

eommission agenda"

Earlier in this session, e hairwcman Susan Fisch gave a thcughtfui. and eompetting exptanation of the

chitting effe cf-how fear or intimidation can discourage people f rom speaking up or participating ful.ty in

pubiic processes. lt was one of the most passiCInate discussions this commission has had, and I bel.ieve

it deserves to be revisited.

I wice now, l've attempted to bring forward a discussion regarding the i'oies of Chair Fisch,

Comnrissioner Mark Ozias, and e ounty Administrator Todd Mietke in arranging for taxpayers to spend

thousands cf doliars on private see urity fcr Commissioner iim Stoffer. The first time, the item was

removed from the agencia, preventing the pubiic from ccmmenting on it. The second time, the Executive

Commirtee dec{ined to inctude it at att, and a later attempt to add it was not supported by a majority of

ccmmissioners.

1
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This stands in sharp contrast to the March meeting, when Commissioner Stoffer requested an item titied
*OPMA Vialations and Free Speech" " That item was added at the start of the meeting-without prior

notice or supporting documentation-after Chair Fisch simpty asked if there were any objections. There

were none, and it was added. That discussion uLtimatety served as the basis for several hours of debate

over proposed byl,aw changes that woutd have restricted commissioners' Freedom of Speech outside of

meetings. When I asked recentl.y why this process is no l,onger being foLl,owed, Chair Fisch reptied, "Wett,

that was a while o9o," and dectined to etaborate"

lf the chitling effect is worth discussing when it appties our friends who provide pubtic comment, it

shoutd a1so be worth discussing when it affects the broader public-or commissioners themse[ves.

Seiective enforcement of rutes or unequaI treatment can discourage members from asking questions or

raising concerns, particul.arty when those concerns chattenge the majority view.

Chair Fisch has spoken in-depth about the importance of protecting open diatogue. I betieve this is an

opportunity to buitd on that message. Her experience and perspective would be vatuabte in hetping us

consider whether the same chitting effect she descrlbed months ago may now be influencing our work as

commissioners" Does it onty appty when our atties feet sitenced-or shoutd it protect everyone who has

taken an oath to serve impartiatl"yand in the publ.ic's best interest?

The Chilling Effectwas atso the foundation for a two-hour bylaw review eartier this year, ted by

Commissioners Chris Noble, Christy HoLy, and Chair Fisch. lf it was important enough to drive that effort,

it should be equai.ty important to reexarnine now-especialty given growing concerns that decision-

making power within this commission rests with onty a few individuais"

I make this request in the same spirit of transparency and fairness that Chair Fisch championed eartier in

the year. I believe a renewed discr-rssion of The e hiiling Effect woul.d benefit both the commission and the

pubtic we serve"

Sincerely,

Commissioner Jeff T azzer

2
18



Gores, Loni

--Fnsrn:

Seret:

To:
ec;
Surhjeet:

Tozzer, Jeff

Monday, November 10,2025 6:05 AM

Gores, Loni

Noble, Chris; Hodgson, Mark; Fisch, Susan

Clarification Regarding Agenda ltem Standards and Consistent Application of Rules

Hel,to Loni, P[ease forward to a[[ 15. Thanks

Dear Comrnissioner Nobte,

I wanted to fotiow up regarding my recent re quest to add an item titLed "The Chilling Effect" to the next

Charter Review Carnnrission agenda.

You infsrmed me that my suggested discussion iten'l was not inctuded in the draft agenda because it

"does not pertain to a proposed charter anrendment or a recommendation to the Board of County

Comn-lissioners." I've reviewed bath ourr bylaws and rules, and I do not see any requirement that agenda

items must pertain specif icaLly to proposed charter amendments or recommendations.

In fact, there are severaL examptes thrcughcut this session where agenda items have not fit that
description" For instance , Comrnissioner Morris added "Meeting Schedu[e" to the October 27th agenda;

i added "CRC $ecurity" to the Cctober tr Sth agenda; Comnrissioner Richards added "Executive Session

Requiest" to a Juty agenda; and Commissioner Stoffer added "OPMA and Free Speech" to a March

agenda. Each of these items invoived internal matters or process discussions ratherthan proposed

charter amendments or recomrnendations"

Given these precedents, i'rn struggting to uriderstand why my recent request is being handted differently

lf the ilxecutive Ccmnrittee has adcpte d new criteria for what quatifies as an agenda item, cou[d ycu

please poinrt me tc whene that standard is recorded or when it was approved by the ful[ coi-nmission?

i want tc kle clear that i'm not ohje cting tc following estabtished rules-only aslcing that they be applied

cansiste ntly to ail ccrnmissicners. I atso recognize that erny questiorss amd concerffis dsn't atways a(!gm

with t*re views of Chair Fisch on the rnajority, and if that's the reaI reason my requests are being

exc[uded, I'd rather know so I can stop wasting everyosxe's tisne'

However, if this is simpty a misunderstanding or a rnatter of inconsistent applicatlcn, then i respectfully
ask that tlre same fiexibiiity extended to other commissioners alsc be extended to me. Cansistent and

transpsrent treatrnent hetps al"l of us maintain pubiic trust and ensures that every ccmmissioner can

fullv re present their constituents.

Thank ycu for ycur time and consideration. I lcak forward to your clarificaticn"

Sincerely,

Conrrn issi r:ner Jeff T ozzer
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Gores, Loni
-a
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, November 10,2025 8:22 AM

Gores, Loni

Online Form Submission #8655 for Contact the Clerk of the Board

e ontact the e lerk of the Board

First Name

tast Name Sandvik

Emait evapnw@yahoo.com

Phone 3605655635

Subject Charter review: Ethics

Eva

Comments

Please Note

This form is not for emergencies. lf you have an emergency, please phone 911

Email not displaying correctly? View it in vour browser.

With the limited time remaining, please work together on a

proposed amendmeni to the Clallam County Charter to include

an ethics oversight mechanism with enforceable penalties for

violations. lf the last 5 years have taught us anything, ii is that

absolute power indeed corrupts absolutely. County

Commissioners loyalties should be to Clallam County

taxpayers and residents. Thank you.
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Gores" Loni

Fnom:

Sent:
To:
ee:

Subjeet:
Attaelrments:

J a mes Sal azar <j a mes.sa I aza r@ q u i I eutetri be.co m >

Monday, November 10, 2025 8:59 AM

Gores, Loni

Bryan Cramer

Quileute Tribes Comments to the CRC

Letter to Clallam County Charter Review Commission.pdf

.' Yoi,r don't often get email from james.salazar@quileutetribe.com. Learn why thi$ is important

Good Morning,

Attached is a letter from the Quileute Tribal Couneil for the CRC to review prior to their meeting tonight. If
there is any comments or questions from the CRC, please direct them to Bryan Cramer the tribes General
Manager as his is the primary point of contact for government agencies on behalf of the tribe. Thank you.

James Salazat

Quileute Tribal Council
90 Main St,
La Fush WA. 98350
Offiee: (360) 374-6163
Cell: (360) 640-2151

CONFIDENTLC.LITY NOTICE: This e-mail message (and any attachments accompalying it) may contain information, including infonnation protected by attomey-

intendedtowaiveanyprivilegeorotierwisedetractfromtheconfdentialiroftherressage. Ifyouarenottheintendedrecipient,orifthismessagehasbeenaddressed

then destroy all copies ofthe message and its attachments, ifany.
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Quileute Tribal Council
" QUtLEUTE tNDIAN TRlBt, .

P.O. Box 779 . La Push, WA ' 98350-0?79
Phcne: (36Q) 374-6163 ' Fax: {360) 374"63!l

i\ove*rber lCt!',2*25

Clallam Ccu:tty Charfer Review Cr:mmisston
Pcrt Angeies. WA

Via Email
(loni. go res@clallamcountywa. gov)

fle: C*ntwents Rege*r{ireg Prapasecl Ch.arter Amendment Concerni*g Trust Lancls

Dear Charter Review Ccmniissicn h4embers:

Ttre Quileute Tribal C*uncil i,r-rites in opposition tc Ehe proposed amendmsnt to the Clallam

Ca4nly Charter ("C[iarler"] regzu"ciing tnist lanct {ransfers, which is currently rlnder consideration

b_v the Clallan: Co*nty Charter Review Commission (.'CRC"). First, we explain some of the

reassns why we oppase the prop*sed amendment. Second. we provide some additional context

w-e hope u,'ill heip CRC members understzurd why the prcposecl anrendment is not arlvisable.

ExecLirlv n Stl ivl nn.tRY

There ar* nilfferous practical rsasons wh3r the proposed amendrnent shoLiid not be enshrined in

Claliam County's highest goveming document {where it dr:es not really belong in tlie first plaee}

witpout th* abilit_v rc aprend it fbr at least f,ive years. There are arlready established i:rocesses iii
plaee fbr the Ccun.ty tr: respond to a pfoposed tfttst land transfur: il it wishes to do so for auy

particular !.eassn. **t recsuiring it tr: do sc in afl cases is liunecessary, will strip Ciallam Comty

ithe "'Caiurty") cf-eliscretion it sht*ld lrave, and will result in unnecessary cilsts and impacts that

irave not been clearly i<ierrtified cr quantified. Vlorcover. the proposed amendmeut wades intc

rnultipl* arcas of larv. inclueJing feclerai indian larv. which is a notoriously comple:< and nuanced

area *llaw rr:ithout thorough legal review" [n shart. more due diligence is necessary'

in acldition. we h*pe that the cont.exl rve preivide below will help the CRC reeognize that the

propose*! a:11end*tent is :rot aclvisalrle. Tribal trusl lan"d trausfers are both historically and legallS'

appropriat*. They signifi*antly benefit troth tribes and surrounding comm$nities, nr"rd they

shoulcl n*t be efisc*urageci as a general malter.

If the CRC woillrt like ta see the County more ireque*,tly respofid to proposed trust land

transfbrs. rve suggest that it instead send a recommendation to the Counfy Board of
Co*anissionsrs so that appr*priale due diiigence can be performed and, if deemecJ necessary, a

regulatign, pclic-v. or process cem he mq:re carefuiiy developecl, with appropriate

intergovernmentai r:coldin*tion anct legal review, and without the last*minute lime constraints

and ia6:k ci i1f*rmation ihe CRC *urrcntly faees with this proposed amendment.

QU ItI UTF
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Quileute Trib*l Council
. QUtL[ilTE INDIAN TRTSE'

ftO. Bcx ZVQ . La Push, WA ' 9835O-O?79
Phcrte: *.6At 3V4-6163 . Fax: (36C) 374-6311

A. Rnasoxs w$y ut{H CRC srusu[.D f{CIT' pASS T'i{E pnoposgD AMnNDMEN-r'

There are ffianv reasons. m*st t:f theni quite praetical in nature, why the CRC should not pass the
prcposecl amendm*nt"'fhese inctuele, withaut Iimitation:

The proposed amendnrenf is &ftn€ccssarT. Tlte Llounty already has the ability to weigh
in cn propcsecl tr*nsfbrs *f land inta tnrsf iland when it chooses tc do so. For example,
there is an establislred preici*ss lbr local governffients to sLrbmit responses regarding
rribes'fee-ro-rnrsr appli*zrtir:ns ro rhe [;nited $iates. 35 c.l;.R. $$ i51.9(cl). 151.10(d),
i5l.l1{c}. $imilariy.thereare oppcirtunities&':rpubiiccommentan#orlcbbyilg
activities at multiple stages r:f'the Washington Department af Natural Resources'tmst
land trans{br prrgram, incf*e{ing ar the Advisory Contnrittee stage, tire Bo;rrcl of Natru-al
I{esources stage" ancJ the legislative apprcpriations iitage. Sse

it-l.llUrg*1.:t"it *.:.:,-5!11-riql4rlli;i111:sr-l{ii;.1t-jjrrl:l__l_{t_..1t_1"{}c.t:!I:itllj, Accor.eiingly" the

lrroposed arneneintent is n*t necessary; in order fbr the flounty to weigh in on proposed
trust lanel iransf*rs.

2, The pr*p*serl arnendmen{'will *frip the Caruntv of its discretion.

As a geueral matter, it is iiirportanl &rr govsntment arlrninistra{ors cind elected offieials to
have eiiseretion in perkirnring many, of theil clirlies. a*d not be i:xcessively hound L:y red
lape. Tlte praposecl ameirclment rvor-rlcJ strip lhe liountir rrf its cliscretion $y requit1ng ttta
i:espourl to all pr*p*s**J tr*si land translers ll:ai fail rryitliin the brr:arl seope r:f the
pr*posed ;lntemlmcnt. Anei it raior"rlcl prescribe the de velopment nf siaurdarcls that r,v6gict
further bind the {..*arnfy. Y-et tirere are nlany circumstances in r,vhich it might not be in the
County's bcst i*lerests to weigh in cn a proposr:d trust land transfbr. As discusserl Lrelow"
there will he casts associei*d vl'ith doing so, *nd a response rnight not be rvorth tlre costs
ilr many c;rs*s. F*r *xa:r-lpEe:

I "I'ke lar-r,J ii: q**stitre mt.l,1'ile fq:cntsr] on a tribe's resenali*n. so the ptoposeci trust
tra*sfer is rt*t of signiFicant interest f* the County;l

. Tite proposed frust tr*nsfbr uray have ar"l chvioirsly de mininus impact on the
Caunty tliat is tlot worlh the cose of aclclressing {srrch as. perhaps. a fee-to-tr.ust
erpplicati*;r lbr a sn"rall hon:esite with a lcw property valLre l;

r -lliere 
rnay he chvi*r"rs l:enefits lc the sunorurding eommrinity of a proirosed trust

land #ansfbr {sLr*h as ti}$rd revenlle$ f"*r the County frr:rn a DNR irust translbr, or
thc signiiicaut ectxomie benefits to the surounding conrmunity tliat might come

i The CRC nray be surprised ro knorv that even f'ee-ter-ir-List applicatlans far on,re6en,$tlorr larrd cauld lall wilhin rhe
scope *f the proposed arnendr*eni as 

"vritten. 
Far exarnple, I'ec land within a reservafiorr may be subject to

stafe/leical taxation undel the Br.lrlie Ast oI' l!]t16.

,
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Quileute Tribal Council
. QIJILEUT[, INDIAN TRIBE.'

P.0. Box 27* , La Push, WA '*8354-*779
Phone: {360} 374-6t63 ' Fax: (36fr't 374-6}11

from a h-ibal economic development pro.iect associated with a federal {ee*to+rust

transfbr)" rendering the cost of'a respon$e unnec€ssary;

r The law nray estabiish a stt:otlg presumption in favor r:f a trusl iand translbr that is

ahviousl3' unlikely ti: be outw'sighed by the Counf'$ response, making it not
p.orrh tire c6st of addressing, 8.g..25 C.F.[i. $ 151.9(c) anct (d) {establisliing a

presumption that a tribe's fee-to-tntsf request fbr land within reservation

b+u*daries should be approved and placing the burclen of'r:ebutiing that

presumpti*n on iccal governffients);
r The C*ur:tJ, and the iritre in q*$$tion may irat e akeady reached some type of

agrecnlsnt regarding one or rrore proposed trust land transfers. making it
Linneeessary fbr the County to respond (and a waste of resources to require it to).

As discussecl a!:eve. tire C*unty already has the abitity to respond tc propased trust land

rransfei's. $*t restricting its discretion Lry rerluiring it tri ela so is not advisable in this case,

given the manli scenarios in rvhich a rc$potlse might Lre uimecessary or undesirable. If
the CR.C would like to see the Ccunty more frequentiy respond to propr:sed trust land

transtbrs. tirat is a poliey issue tirat cor"iid be better f-orwarded to the County Bozu'd of
Corrulissiotlcrs as ti reconltrienciation

3. 'Ihe propcsed rnrentlrrent rvill entail unneeessary time ancl eff$rt at taxpayer
expensc, The proposeci amendment will reqriire signifrcarrt atrc{ clften umecessary (see

ai:ave) timr: snd eftbrt at f&.{payer expense. We tread * governlnent, sc we are very

f'agrilia:-with tlie time constraints, stalting eonsicl*laficns" zrncl cost caneerns that

govenxnents face, it is our understanding ihai Clallam Caurty already has existing

staffrng ancl budgerary concems, whieir ihe proposed amendment r.vould only exacerbate

We do not wish t* see the taxes the Quileute Tribe a.nd its members pay to Clailam

County expenried in uxeeessaiy u,ays, and we sltspsct many' other taKpayers lvould feel

lire sam*.

Ole signiiifat"it cost would be nTaking the recluired anrendmetrts to the Coru:ty's
Camprehensive Flan. 't'his:,vauld undcLrbtcdly require man-y* hnnrs of staff time

{presumably including etlorn*y tinie) arrd passihly cot"ls*ltant time as wei[. Indeed" an

amendrnent process is cumently *nd*rwa;r whiah has t*ken nearly two years. invclves a

large team of borlr eonsult*nts and staff, and is prajected lo cost more than $1i{).000 fot
the amendnrents tt; the Conrprehensive Flatr aione {not inclucting associated work, such as

r-rpdating ordinances *nti regulatians)' "lee

lll,.,.i:_l::tii:l-{)l=rlt-:-fll::!-1t.]-]Q. in this ease. the process would L:e particulally cumbersonre

because of the broaei scope of the propeisecl Charter amendment. "the proposed cirafier

arn*ndment eneornpasses m!il:lelQus {and vaguely idenrified) types of trirst iand transfers

QUITEU T'

24



Quileute Tribal Council
. QUI[.EUTE lNDtAl.{ TRfBE.

P.0. Bax ZTQ , La Pu$, WA . 9835fi-Q779
Plrone; {3€0} 374-6163 . Fax; (360} 374-63tt

which are governerl by varioris federal and state laws. The pnrposes, pr$cesses? parties
involved, potential eonsirierations, etc. for each vary wideiy, so crafting standards wili be
difficult. fu{oreaver, to the €xfent the trust land transfers involve issues of federal I*dian
laq crattiirg the standards will invclve specializ.,eel kr:owledge the County staff and their
us*al consultants are nct likely to possess. Ta nrake things wcrse, such standards rnay be
largely ur1r"r€c€r:^s8r] in scme (perhaps all) cases" I;or example, n*tices ftam the ledeyal
goverrunent regarrling tribal fbe{o-trust requests alr*ady outline a numlrer oi questions
for local goverrunents to ccngider, and fecieral regulaticns alteady clearly set forth the
tcpics the f-ederai gsvernmeill considers.

Another significant cast wotrld he the time. efTort. anei resources requircd to respond to
the propnsed trust land trsnstbrs. Again, the seope eil'the proposed amendment is broad.
yet rrague, so it is nct clear exactly what types of tmst lzurd *ans{'ers it encompasses, ancl
we have not se*n that enumereted yet. Accordinglrv, it is impossible to know hcr,v.many
responses might be reqriired E:r herw ttuclensome thcse respcnses rnight be. But
presuruably they would all rec|:ire, at a minimum. review ol'the pequest by one or trrorr
staff. legal research. propsrty researcir, review r:f appiieable zoning ancl otirar relevant
land use laws a*d regul*iions, revielv o['praperly taxes and other tax relle\rues generated
fiam the property, revier,v of rrrhai goverftnlental services arelwould be provided ro the
prope$y, clrafting tinre, legal review. ilncl more. In short, the reqiiired responses seenl
likely to get very time consun:ing and expensirre, v*r-r, frst. Morecver. depending on the
process in queslion, the timef'i"arne {br the responsi: rnight be sheirt, For example" the
Corutty onl.v- has 30 days to respond io nctices of lee-to-trust *pplieatiorrs tiam the fbderal
gol'eff*11ent. 2.t C.F.R. is$ 151 .q(d). l5 t .10(i1). I 51 ,1 l(e). In governme nt. that is a
relatively shorl tiileline which woulel lilcelSr reqLrire mLrltiple sta{Tpe*ple to rtrerp what
they are doing and prioritize rhe resFonije.

As far as we know. the stalting consicleratiotts, budgelauy impacts" zrnd other practicril
implications ci'the proposecl amendmenl har.'e not Lreeu analyzed or descrilred. Nor have
aii of the trust land transf"ers that wculct be eueompassed irr the propased ame*dment. or
the legai slandards inr'*li'ed for each" heen identiflecl" Prapasing an arnendment ro the
Cliarter-the Cr:u-rty's high*st governing d66un'Isnl-nhicir could not be changecl again
for at least fi..'e y*ars if approved, with*ttt cloing basic d*e dilige**e abaut the costs and
other practicai implicati**s ul- the prap*seel a"tnenelnrent would be irrespclrsible.

4. The proposed amentlmenf is not appr*priate fur the Charten 'fhe Cliarler is ihe
Corurty's highest goveming iloeLrment, similar tc a c*nstitr"ltioir. As such, il, deals on a
very higlr level with ii:e iiamervark and general *drniuislcatioru *f the Corulty
governillent. in ccntrast. the praposed a:nendment pertains to a minor administrafive
ftinction. This is the lype ol'tapi* that wouid nrcre typically (anct apprnpriately') be

4
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. QUILEUTE INDIAhI TRIBE.

P.O. Beix V79 ' La [:ush, WA ' 98350-0278
Phone: t36Ci 374-6t63 ' Fax: {360) 374-63t t

addressed in regulations. poli*ies, cr pro*edru'es, Rot in a governing document like a

charter, or even in a ccde.

The reqnired ar*endmenf t$ the County's Cermprehensive Plan would be an odd fit
with a timeline that might not be feasible. The proposed arnendment wotild requir*

anrending tlre Caunty's Camprehensive Flan no later than .luly l. 2027,to add standards

for the Caunty's respot'lses to proptised irust land transf,ers. As an itlitisl matte4 this topi*

*-ould be an oclcl tit for tire Comprehensive Pian. which coveffi mcre substantive. higher-

level aspects ollalrd use. nrulsportation, zcuing. development. etc. Arrd. as discr"rssed

above. lhe amenclment process would be lengthy, bnrelensome. and expensive'

A^dditionally, it is nct clcar rvhether the prescribed timeline could even be met. The

curreni amendmeni proces$ is sched*led to conclr"rde by the encl ol'next month *nd the

Comprclensive Flan is not *pdateci fi'equently" It appears that the lzrst update was in

2020. Again, we eiuestion whether basic due cliligence has been done into whether this

req*ircment is even feasible, not to mention desirable.

Thc propose4 arnenelment involves ccrnplex and nunnced *reris $f law, policy,

history, and intergovernmental relafisils, whiclt shauld be con*idi:red anc[ atldressed

in ar more ctrefirl w*Y.

Federal Inclian law (which is tire hocly ol f'ederal law that govel11s the rights of tribes and

the relations be{ween tritres and the federal ar:d stale governme*ts. ancl includes the U'S.

Constitution, fbeJeral statlltes. federal r-egulations. lbeleral c{}ull ease lar'v, and more} is a

notoriousl,v- c*rnplex area of law &at even ruost altofilevs are irot well versed iu, unless

they specihcally practice it. Underlying it is centrrries erf history and vaeillating f'ederal

policy{arrd the resultant efTects) that most nan-lndians are not i,vell informed about. And

i,.t*rgoo*rn*entai relatis:nslrips with tribes require a high leve] of'diplomacy, like any

otheiigterggvernmental lelationships. Even purpr:rlediy i.'ieil-iutentioned ef'fbrts ir.l

de*.ling lvith tribes. witircut tribal invclvernflnt ancl caref'ul consiclerati*n, can ensily

irackfii.e ancl have *egative consequences. as history has repealedl-v slrown' I?ederal

In.Jian law is simply not an aree to wade into casLrally. A pruposed amendnrenf to fhe

Charter thar isvoives tbd*ral lndian law and inrpacts tribes should nct be r*cctnrnended

by tirc CRC or piaced on the ball*t l"cr voters" ccnsicleraii*n withottt *areful co:rsideratiofi

un* rut vettipg" This propcsed amendm*$t rv.Le draited by laypersons who are *bvior"rsly

not very familiar with fecleral indian [all', has noi I'rad thor*ugh ]egnl revierv by an

attorney weil versed in i'eder:al indian law" and has nct ber;n analyze'J for its practical

impacti. Everr if it were &n appropriate topic far: the {-lliarter (which. as discussed absve,

it is n<rt), prirting it cn the hallot r+auld be premature" at best. At most. the CRC should

6
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Quileute Tribal Council
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ccnsider making a recomrnendaticn to tire C<;irnty B*ard of Con:missioners fbr further

review of this t<i3:ic.

7. The prrposed *rnendment inappropriately tnrgets fribes ancl may he rrpplied to

tribes in wa;,'s that are nat npprcpri:rte.

While the prop*rsed amendxrerrt is r.vorded somewhat neufrally on its lace and does nct
specifically reference tribes, trihes and their frust land lransfers appear to be the primary

talget of the propr:sed ar:rendment. Morecveq much of the rhetoric regardirrg the
proposed amendrn*nt seems to boil dor'vi: to ihe misgLrided ielea that tribes sho*lei have to

"pay their fair share." Aeeardingly, we are concernecl that the standards developed
pursr-rant to the pr:oposed anreudment andlor the way those staneialds are applied, may

result in a presur"*ption that thc Llounty will oppose frust land transfers *nless tribes are

willing to "pa_v- {br play." sCI to speak. ISesides the fact that ethical govsrnrnents shouid
not operate or1 a "pay fbl play" basis, ihaf is simply ilol att appropriate \l/ay to engage

r,viih another goveiltmenq much less e tribal goverllment. The following discussion
explains why targeting trihes in this way is not appro,priate"

S. In*pcRr*,ur cCIl\Tnxr FoR T-llE CI{.C ro uN$ExtsTAryl)

We are concerned about tl'le anti*lrib;rl rhetaric rrre have seeu and heard in the cliscussions and

nrat,et'ials rcgarding this praposed errdinance. ;\t the sanre tir.lre. w* rec*gnize that sams af this
nray be rocteci in eirnple iack of irrformatian or misunderstaneiing abaut f'ederai Inclian traw' trii:es,

zurd intergovem*rental reiations" Accordingly, we pi-ovicle below soffie overall context that is

important fbr the CRC tr: urderstantl. as w-ell as some irrfbnlation specifie to some of the key

pcints tve have heard and seen matJe. Hopetully" once armcd rvitir this infbrmation, the CltC wit!
see why ti'ie proposed anrendmeul is n*t appropriaie'

Historical context must nsf be ignorecfl" Tlibes pre-exis{^ tli* Cr:r.u'rt}," lhe $tate ol'
Washington. and fhe United States. Alicf Clallam Crl*nty was originall.v tribal land. For

hundreds *f years" tibes x'ere *nfhirl5, dispossessecl cltheir land in various ways. First,

via treaties rvhich were typically negotiated in a language the trihes did nal speak" entered

ilto under varying degrees cJ'&aud anei/*r cltres$, and involved inadeqLrate eompensation

lol the land. Second, pursuanl lo the since-repue{iatecl fe*teral allotm*nt Fr*gram and its

aller-effecds. And si:metimes in other ways as well. T'h* Quileute Tribe was left wit]i a

particularly small reservation that is insufficier:t fur tlte T'ribe's ltousing, cammunity
service. cutrtural. ancl econcmic deveioptnent needs. We ask Ci{C members tei keep this
histarical context ai the l'rcnt of tireir nrinds"

6
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?. Tribal land rencquisition is benefieial l'cr tribes and surrounding commanifies. In
recent decades. tribes have made great strides in revitalizing their govemments and
communities. Alier much srrstained effort, they are n*rrv in a position where they are

scmetimes ablc ta reacquire ce rtain parcels af land in their traditional hornelands. Not
r:nly is that qnite rneaning1ul for tribes, but it is also beneficial to bctl'r the tribes anel the

surr*unding communities in varicus ways, including:
. in most cases, trit':es purchase proFerty *n the open market, at f'air market prices,

whic.h supports lacal real estate mar*ets and prcperty values. Note that this alsc:

means tribes arc pavirzg to reacquire iand that was unfuirly tatrien flront tirem. 'I'he

ass*ffion that tribes have a eompetitive advantage {.i.e.^ ean make higher oFl''ers}

because r:l'the possibility of having land placed into trust irt the lltture is not
realistic. T'lrere is no guarantee that ihe lancl wiltr be taken into h-ust a*cl even" if it
is, ilre process can tahe yeafli.

r Evsn in cases where tribes thernselves cla not pay fr:r the lancf, such as uncler fhe

DNR. trust lancl {rausfer prsgram! the State pays DNR frir market val*e fcr the

iar:.d" 'T'ire h'ibes then nse rhe prcpefiy lor sone public benefit {sucll as parkland.

$pen spacc, ccnssryation, nature preserve, recreational opportunities. scientilic
researcl . and/or outclcor educationi arrd are responsible for zzll cr:sts cf
*raintairring the property. The Dl.'lR is then able ta aequire rnore prclitable
re$lacement land elselvhere, .9ee EUpr11 f,:.ta*g!l:iitgs'1iq:f,ltligfllq5:..J{il;-
!i,,1 :',1.t t t:-_f h*_n r irr, i5 r_l. ;;ei t "

n Tribes Ltse theit lands in vario*s ways. but al'i,l ays in w-ays tirat itirectlrv lrenefit
{heir c*r:rmunities {sLlch as for housing, cotnmunitv services. cuhural activities.
and economic develcpment). This enables tribal cammuniii*s fo irec*nte even

h*althier: ai:d more self-sutllcient. which aisc beii*f,its surrcrinding cotnn:unities.

tr1c1dditi$n. tdbes' *se r:f their lands beneflts suitcunding *onrmunities in
nltnlero$s ways, both direct and indi.rect. Direc.t benetits eould inelucle" lhr
example" a lrealttrr elinic that ali cornmunity members fan acce$s. * park or
rcci'eaticn area open to all, a tribal ageucy- or business thart emplcy$ tlltftTerclu$

inclividuals fiom the surraunding coinrnunity- or a new attraetion that pe{}plc: \.tant

to visit. {nclirect trenefits cculti include, i?:r example. less denrand elii lq:cal

govern{nents to provide community sewices, contracts lor goodslscrvices ivitfr
loeal businesses. tritlal en,ployees (bcth indian and nan-lnclian) spending their
paychecks iri the sunounding community, attractieins drarving more people to the

alea who also spend money at other local businesses: $!'tribal doiiations ic
conrmunity *rgatri zations.

3. Trib*e are gsv*rnmenfs who nre uniqnely situaterl in the American governmental
frarnework snd musf be treated *ccordingly-. W''e have heard and seen several

7
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comments ro fhe effect that tribes should tre treated like every*ne else. But the fact is th.at

tribes are not like everyone else. 'Iribes are governments. They pre-exist the United

States and l:ave always been treated diferently, sinoe the fbunding of the United States.

.5,ee U.S. CoNs1.. art. i, $:q ? and 8. 'i-ribal governments have sovereign governmental

powers similar tr: other goveruHnsnts {e.g." tlte power to tax, law enforcement authority,

.jirclicial authority, regulatory authority. etc"). Also like other goveilrnents, lhey provide a

fullrange of gcvernmental services {e.g.. ed.ucatiOn" law enfirrcement, cottfi Systems.

infrastructule, natural resoutces management" hecllthcare, childcare, elder care, ete .).

Obviousiy, all of that needs to be ilncied, yet tribes have a very limited tax base

compared to other gsve{nment$, as an unfcttllnatc iegacy *f varicus lederal cq:irrt

decisions. lederai larvs, anel tkclelai palicy. Instead, tribal economic development

provid*s a crucial \4'ay to lund tribal governtni:ntal services. 'lribal businesses are t].ot

iike otler businesses, whsse prr:fits ga ro inclividturls. Tribai business re\'enue$ go to the

tr.i6al gov*lrnment, tc fund tribal g*vernrrental services. Thus, the idea tha.t lrib*."s or

tribal businesses shculd be treated like everyone else is sirnplJ'misguided" Concer:ringly.

it harkens back t* th* 1880s anci ths 1950s, wlre.n tlte United States policy towards

Inciia:rs was to promote assinrilation. ln bath cases, the results wele disastrous ancl

assimilatiop-based laws and poiieies were subseqri*ntly reversecl. Sin*e 1970, the policy

oi.the Unired States has been tCI suppCIrt tribal sovereigney and self-dsterai.nati*n" See

Nixon's Special lvlessage on indian Aflairs. .fuly 8, 1974. Gv&ita.ble ur

4. Thsre is no *qual profeetion issue. We have alsq: ireard cstxffents thai treating tribes *r
Incliat"rs di{lbrently raises equalprotectiott issues. Not sei" As discussed aLrove, tribes

have always been treafecl dilTerently rncier tJnited States law. Indeed" there is an entire

chaBter af the Unite<i States Csde devoteci entirelS' to tribes' 25 ti'S'C" There is no equal

pr*ier,ricn isstie because this distin*tion is nct l-rascr.l Dn race. Irtstead. it is ba$ecl *n the

political status of tlibes as govelnrnents pre-existing the United States (and of lribal

nrernbers as citizcns *f their tribes)" fiee l'{or"l*tt v. L'fQft{ari.417 lJ"S. 53i, 553-555

{1g74j. While it is tr*e that anti-lribai inciividuals and crganizations have ssffietin1es

continued to clainr that there is an eqr:a1 prctectior: issue, their effofls have not b*cn

successfui. The law review article tlrat we havc seen cited as somehow sLrpp*rting the

itlea tfuat tlre.re is an equal prote*tion issue merelrv recogniees the continued existenee of
these claims. lt does not agree with such claints--ralher" ii "'delb*ds the constitutionalit-v"

cf iederal lldian law." lt is a trighly theoretical article, writt*n brv' a law pr*tbssor {wst a

tr.ibal attgrley, as has been stated) that *utlines a scholarly argument that could

pcrentially be used to defbnd tbderal Indian law from eclual protection challenges.

illielraei i4r*, the Etlua!-Protection Cha{lenge trt Fec{er*! Ineli*n Luu',6 U. Fa. J.1.,' k
pUB, Arr. I t2020). [t does not support the claim tha€ there is an eqiral protectiotl issue

here.

I
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What is the federnl fee-to-trust program? The federal government Lras held land in

trust fbr tribes for ce*turies. As par:f of tbderal efforts to csffect past mistakes (such as

the federal allotment policy in the 1880s and resultant land losses) zurd suppcrt tribal

goverrrments, there has been a proce$s for tribes and Indians to request the {Jnited States

to take adrtitional land into trust an their behall'for nearly a cetxttr,'J;, since 1934. 75

U.S.C, g 5i08 {foi:nerly 25 U.S.C. $ 455). The curent process is detailecl in the Cade of
Federal Regulatinns. 25 C.F.R. Part 151 . Linder this process. tribes and Indians can ask

the United States to take land that is in fbe status (like most iand owned by individuals

an<l businesses) into trust on their behalf. If the Linited Stat*s &grees, theu tlie Unifed

States takes ownership of the land, bui holds it in tnrst on b'ehall'of the tribe or Indian.
t1l1ren this luppens. the iarrd beconres subject prim*riiy to lriL:al and federal authority, not

state or lacal auttrority" This was intended to help correct past land losses atrd preveni

fufure land losses, by protecting the land. For example-. trlist land catrnot be ssrld, leased,

or ptherwise encumbered w"ittrout federal approval, So trust status protects the land fbr

futue geqemtions of the tdb*. It alsc prnvides opportulities lbr tribes to make the best

use 6f the land. For"exampie, tribes may be abie ta offbr tax incentives {'iike ofher

gcveffu:neuts dc) fo attract autside business development, fribes may be able tc engage in

busir:ess oppcrtur:ities that worild not athem'ise Lre availabl*. they may be able to

sstablish anrl conirol impo*ant comnruniiy- $ervices, they may etrualify t'or certain

govenurreflt programs, eto. As discussed above" these things also benetit surrouncting

cr:mn:u.nities.

Tl.re fes-to-rrrist application process is fbr lrom a foregone cq:nclusion. Assernbiing an

applieatiou is a tin:e- and labor.intensive prscess? requiring a significant anro*nt of
infionnation. .And wldle recent revisions to the federal regulations shculel speed up the

processing of appiieations" it remains to be seen if that is trr"riy iire case. ln the past, t}te

process cottld tnke y.ears. And not all applications are apprcved.

6. What is the Wnshington DNR trust lancl transfer progr*m? $tate trust ltulds are tr*st

lalds that w*rc granted by the United States to the St*te *f Washingtan rrpr:n stateira*ci.

DNR manages three millior acres af these trust iancls, which generute reveniles lo srtpp*lt

eour:ties. pirblic sch*ois, etc. lLevenues are geuer:ated fron: the lands thrcugh activities

like ba:-v*sti*g tin:ber and afher fiorest produets, leasing lands for agricultLrral purFoses.

and leasing lands for varicus other purposes. For dettdes (since 1989), the DNR trust

iaffl transfer prcgrarn has allorved the DNR to ieientlfo S'tate trust lands ttrat arer

economjcally r"inrierperfb:ming (i.e., they arc nct generating tire desired revenues). The

DNR ean pro1)ose the transfer of these r"udelperforming lands ta ffibes *r public agencies

{whieh, notably. could ir:c}ude Ciallam Co*nty itselfl tc be used fcr some public brenefit

{sucir as ccns*rvation, recreation" *pen space" ete,}. Ther"e is an extensive revielv pfcsess

I
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for such proposals, which includes review'by zur Advisory Comrnittee, the Board of
Natural Resources, a"nd finalll. ths State legislature. Only a few transf'ers a:e approved
each two-year cycle. lf appraved. tiie legislature provides thnds equal to the iair market
value of the lancl, the land is transtbrred to the tribe or priblic agency (which becomes
responsibie far all future costs), and the DNR uses the funds prcvidect by th* legislature
to purchase replacement land &om which it can generate trrore revenues fir'r tire co*nties,
sclroois, etc. 'Iirereibre, these DNR trust ia*d transferc benefit the Countv by allowing
economically underperbrming land to be used inslead fcr s*rne putrlic benefit, whiie
enabling the DNR to acqr:ire land that will generate nr.ore revenues ior the County and
local schaols. See llipl i:il_*::rrl.i{}i.1!ii4il:|t_:rrt4gij,rll11r6!:l41td:ttiitr i,qr" (and associated
materials).

7 . Tribal trust lnnd tr*nsfers do nct nectssarily meiln * lass of revenues t'cir fhe
County. For the reascils discussed above, ever: if tribal tnrst land trans{brs result in sorne
lost revennes t$ the County, that shouid not be a ieason tc oppose them. Flowever, it is
alsa important to n$te {hat tr-ibal trnst lransjbrs clo not necessarily lneftn a loss of rcvenues
lor the County. In s*me cases? such as the DNR trust land transfer prograrn disoussed
above fwhere, incidentaily. the trands are ulre*eljt exempt fram praperty f€?xes], revenues
to tire Cnunty should aetually increase. Anct wirile tlibal fee-to-trust transfers dc remove
the plopefiy iiom the Courty's property tax rolls. even that does ncf necessariXy ffiean a
loss of revenue. As discussed abcve, tribes'it$er oltrust trands brings sig;rili*ant benefits.
both direct arrd indirect, and botir fii-laneial ancl *therwise. to surrounding crmmunities.
These can i:ailge frr:rn redu,:ed need lol Cou*ty governftlentai services {whether 1o the
property itseif. rr as a resrilt of cornmunity services provided by tlre iribe tm the
prcperty), to tax reverxlr*s generated by non-lndian businesses otr a prcperb,-., to tax
revenues generafeel al nearby businesses due to increased visitol n,-im[rq;rs" t* emplcyee
paychecks beiiig spent in the c*mmunity, to donations by the tritie tc ccmmlinity
clganiz*tirrns, to a tt1ofe aitractive/vibrant cotnmunify" and more, The arrtsizecl econornic
and commnnitv beriefits oltrilies in \1'asliing{*n l'ias been well-docume*ted and
quantified. li[ll:.i:1:-\!:!:$j,1.$i]l-{g.iiiillJr{L1119ii11i11"i=i[$iril]liqlltq:tJt*lrti]"ri.s,.J!_:j1l$!!lj_
Lli:qnornic-[..qgi51lrrqt.1,".!!qgt$f::fi_]_Utii:l .iir, _Bij41[!]tgJ9&,jtd1, T]ris rep*rt is lengthy" bLrt

w,e rvr:uld encrlurags CRC mesrbers {c revie'uv sorne ol' ali ol it. ThE henefits incluele,
a{nong ffimry olhr:rs, hilli*ns in Statellocal revenLres. w'agesr brenefits, anci ptii'chases; a*d
tens of thousands of .iobs {majority non*lndians). Why wouid the CR"C want to risk
impeding any *:f that *"ith the pnrp*sed anrendment?

8. Why does the feclernl g{rvsramenf hnve the ability fo remsve land from staf$/li}esl
n*tharify? Some cl:mnrenters irave qu€stioned whether the federal govefflment a*tually
has the abiliry f$ r*$1ove l;rnd i!'cm st*teilocal authority. lt does. First. recall that the
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lrinds in questicn came fram the fuderal govemment (after it first acquired them hom the

tribes, albeit rypically unfhirly), whether through sales tc individuals, transfbr *f trust

lands to the State at statehood, or scme other way. Second, tlte Supreniacy Clause of the

{.Jnited States Constitution makes the Constitr-ttion, law's. and treaties of'the United States

'othe supreme Law af the Land." which lakes precedence $ver $trife ccnstitutions and

laws. U.S. Coxsr. art. VI. cl. 2. The federai governmeltt cati, and does, take cwnership

of property {thus removing it from statelloeal airthsrity} in valious ways, such as b3,

eminent donain with just compensation (see U.S. Colsr. amend. V) and hy clesignating

national parks, national f*rests. military installations. and c.rther ferleral lancls. Taking

prope$y i:r trust for tribes is jrist another way tlie f-ederal govemlnetlt does this. As
cliscussed above, the federal goveffrment has held land in trusi for tribes lbr centuries, ancl

there has been clear federal statutory authority tbr it to tals.e additional land intc trust on

belralf-of tribes since 1934. 25 U.S.C. $ 5108. There is nothing r.rew or uncenain about

any of tiris.

CoNcr.tisloN

In copclusion, tribai trust land transfers are historicall,v and legally appr*pri*te, they benetit both

tribes a:rd sunounding communities, ancl they sh*uld n*t kre discoru'aged as a general matter. If
there is * proposed trust }and trutrsfbr that the Caunty has pa*iculal'concerns about for some

reason. it can ce$ainly sr-rbmit a rcsponse, and there are establishecl processes ir-r place fbr it ta da

so. Bi.rt requiring it to dc sa i* sll cases is ufinecessary. wiil strip the Couniy of ciiscretion it
should .have, and ,"vill result in costs and irr:pacts thal have not been clearly identiiiect or
quantiiicd. If the CRC wauid liice tt"r see the County morc frequently respond to proposed irust
lanel transt'ers, we sllggest that it instead senel a recontmendation to the CoLrnty lSoarel of
Comitissioners ilo that appropriate ciue ciiligencr: can be peitbrmed and, il deemed ilecessary, a

proposed regulation, poli*y. or process can be inore carefuli.v-. drafted, with apprcpl'iat*

intergovernmental coordiuation and legal revi*w, ancl withoul the last-rninute titne constraints

and lack of ini'anna.tion the CRC mn'enrlv {bces with this proposed amendment"

Sixc*rely

Quileute Tribal Coun(il

*j{ f,

Dorigl*s Jr

QUILTUT[.

Chairrnan
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2025

Clallam County Charter Review Commission

Resolution Number

Resolution Proposing Charter Amendment to the Clallam County Charter Establishing a Code of
Ethics for Elected County Officials and an Ethics Review Board

The Clallam County Charter Review Commission elected by the
the year 2025 finds that:

County for

1. The citizens of Clallam County expect honesty, ty, lity from their
elected officials

2. The County Code includes a Code of to all county
including elected officials, but it incl for the

concerns involving elected county officials

3. The establishment of an Ethics will strengthen public
confidence in local fair, uct in public office.

Therefore, the 2025 Clallam County by proposes that the
Clallam County The 8.100, Ethics Review Board
- Establishment to read llows:

Section 8.100. Ethics Review Board - Establishment and Purpose
An independent Ethics Review Board is hereby established to receive and review complaints of
violations of the Clallarn County Code of Ethics b), elected county officials.

-.L-'
Section 8.110. Composition and Terms
(a) The Ethics Review Board shall consist of three members, one from each of the county
commissioner districts. 

I 7
(b) Members shall serve without compensation for staggered three-year terms, with initial terms
determined by lot to establish staggering.

=/(c) No member may be a current county employee, elected official, or candidate for county
office, nor an immediate family member thereof.

Section 8.120. Appointment of Members
(a) Members shall be appointed by independently elected county officials. The offices eligible to
appoint are:

. County Auditor

. County Treasurer

Charter, Article VIII -

^A
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. County Assessor

. County Director of the Department of Community Development

(b) The order of making appointments shall be determined by lot and each official will make one

appointment in turn, repeating the order after each official has made an appointment to the Ethics

Review Board.

(c) In the event ofa vacancy, the office assigned under the current rotation shall appoint a

qualified replacement for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(d) Members must be residents of the district they represent and meet the eligibility requirements

specified in Section 8.1 10

Section 8.130" Duties and Procedures
(a) The Ethics Review Board shall:

1. Determine the rules of procedure for appeal of of
violations of the Clallam County Code of

^A

2. Receive and review written complaints alleging violations of the Clallam County

Code of Ethics by elected county offrcials. t
3. Determine whether complaints fall within its jurisdiction- 1
4. Conduct impartial reviews. \-tqh* V
5. Issue written findings publicly uporr compJetion of review.r t-7

(b) The Board shall not impose-penalties or sanctions. /
^Jl\(c) The Ethics Review Board shall have no authority to investigate or consider alleged conduct

that occurred prior to the effective date of this Charter amendment. All investigations must
nertain onlv to actions or omissions occurting after this amendment becomes effective.

^e. t -z(d) Any complaint submitted to the Ethics Review Board must be made by a person or percons

havins first-hand knowledse of the alleged facts.r t I 7
The complainant shall certify under penalty of perjury that they:

1. Have direct knowledge of the alleged conduct; and

2. Believe the charge or charges to be true and based upon their personal knowledge of the

facts forming the grounds for the complaint.v
Anonymous or second-hand complaints shall not be accepted.

Section 8.140. Transparency
All final findings of the Ethics Review Board shall be publicly available and posted on the

county website. Meetings may be closed only as necessary to protect confidentiality of
complainants or witnesses during active investigations.
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The 2025 Clallam County Charter Review Commission, pursuant to Article XI, Subsections

11.20.10 and 11.20.20 of the Clallam County Charler, and Clallam County Code Section
37.10.020, calls for:

1. The Clerk of the 2025 Charter Review Commission to cause this Resolution and the Charter

amendment hereby proposed, and five copies of the same, to be filed with and registered by

the Clallam County Auditor, along with the Resolution Coversheet required by the Clallam
County Auditor; and

2. For the Charter amendment hereby proposed to be submitted to the voters at the next

statewide general election occurring at least 90 days after

arnendment by the Auditor.
of the proposed

This Resolution and the Charter amendment hereby propo on this

day of 2025, by the 2A25 Clallam Commission

Susan Fisch, District 1 Commissioner, Chair 2 onef

Bill Benedict, District 1 Commissioner Chris No 2 Commissioner

Ron Cameron, District 2 Commissioner 2 Commissioner

Alex Fane, Richards, District 2 Commissioner

Rod Nina Sarmiento, District 3 Commissioner

Jim Stoffer, District 1 Commissioner

Christy Holy, Jeff Tozzer, District I Commissioner

Cathy Walde, District 3 Commissioner

District 3
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2025

Clallam County Charter Review Commission

Resolution Number

Proposed Charter Amendment Requiring Printing of the Full Text of Proposed
Charter Amendments in the Local Voters' Pamphlet

The Clallam County Charter Review Commission elected by the voters of Clallam County for
the year 2025 finds that:

1. RCW 29A.32.210 requires each county auditor to print and distribute a local voters' pamphlet

that provides information on all measures appearing on ballots within that county and specifies

that "The format of any local voters' pamphlet shall, whenever applicable, comply with the

provisions of this chapter regarding the publication of the state candidates' and voters'
pamphlets.

2. RCW 29A.32.070(10) requires that the state voters'pamphlet contain the full text of each

statewide measure on the ballot.

3. RCW 29A.32.24I requires that the "local voters' pamphlet shall include but not be limited to
. the text of each rneasure. . ."

4. The Clallam County Auditor has not always included the full text of proposed Charter
amendments in the local voters' pamphlet, and the Prosecuting Attomey has opined that the full
text need not be included in the local voters' pamphlet, just the text.

5. The difference in the meaning of "the fulltext" and the'otext" is too vague to be certain that the

voters of Clallam County will always be appropriately apprised of the meaning of proposed

Charter amendments.

6. Rather than risk a proposed Charler amendment adopted by the voters of Clallam County being

adjudged void for failure of the full text of the amendment having been printed in the local

voters'pamphlet; and because the voters of Clallam County deserve the same opporfunity to

consider the terms of proposed charter amendments that the voters of the State of Washington
have to consider the terms of proposed statewide initiatives; aud to give effect of the terms of
RCW 29A32.210 thal "the format of any localvoters'pamphlet shall, whenever applicable,

comply with the provisions of this chapter regarding the publication of the state candidates' and

voters' pamphlets"; and to give effect to the tetms of R.CW 29A.32,241that requires the "local

voters' pamphlet shall include but not be limited to . . . the text of each measure. . ."; and to etr

on the side of caution, it is best that the Clallam County Charter be amended to explicitly
require the fuIl text of any proposed Charter amendment be printed in the local voters'
pamphlet.

Proposed Charter Amendment Requiring Printing of the Full Text of Proposed Charter
Amendments in the Local Voters' Pamphlet - 1

Resolution was added to the agenda 
Packet on 11/24/25
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DRAFT
Therefore, the 2025 Clallam County Charter Review Commission hereby proposes that Section

11.20: Charter Amendment and Repeal,ll.20.10: General Provisions, of the Clallam County

Charter be amended to read as follows:

Charter amendments may be proposed by the Commission, the County

Commissioners or by the public. Any proposed Charter amendment shall be

fi1ed and registered by the Auditor and submitted to the voters at the next

statewide general election occurring at least 90 days after registration of
the proposed amendment by the Auditor. If more than one amendment is

submitted on the same ballot, they shall be submitted in such a manner that

the people may vote for or against the amendments separately; provided that

an amendment which embraces a single or interrelated subject may be submitted

as a single proposition even though it is composed of changes to one or more

Articles. The flill text of anv orooosed Charter amendment shall be nrinted in the

local voters' pamphlet.

If a proposed amendment is approved by a majority of the voters voting
onthe issue, it shall be effective 10 days after the results of the election are

certifiedunless aLater date is specified in the petition or ordinance proposing the

amendment. Any implementing ordinance required by any Charter amendment

shall be enacted by the County Commissioners within 180 days after the

amendment is effective, unless the amendment provides otherwise,

Any language in double parentheses with a line through it is existing Clallam County Charter

language and will be taken out of the Charter if this measure is approved by voters. Any
underlined language does not appear in current Clallam County Charler language but will be

added to the Charter if this measure is approved by voters.

Further, the 2025 Clallam County Charter Review Commission, pursuant to Article XI, Sub-

Sections 11.20.10 and 11.20.20 of the Clallam County Charter, and Clallam County Code

Section 31.10.020, calls for:

1. The Clerk of the 2025 Charter Review Commission to cause this Resolution and the

Charter amendment hereby proposed, and five copies of the same, to be filed with and

registered by the Clallam County Auditor, along with the Resolution Coversheet required

by the Clallam County Auditor; and

2. For the Charter amendment hereby proposed to be submitted to the voters at the next

statewide general election occurring at least 90 days after registration of the proposed

amendment by the Auditor.

Proposed Charter Amendment Requiring Printing of the Full Text of Proposed Charter

Amendments in the Local Voters' Pamphlet - 2

Resolution was added to the agenda 
Packet on 11/24/25



Richards Draft I I -24-25

DRAFT
This Resolution is passed and approved on this 

- 

day of
Clallam County Charter Review Commission.

2025,by the2025

Susan Fisch, District 1 Commissioner, Chair
Patti Morris, District 2 Commissioner

Bill Benedict, District 1 Commissioner
Chris Noble, District 2 Commissioner

Ron Cameron, District 2 Commissioner
Paul Pickett, District 2 Commissioner

Alex Fane, District I Commissioner
Ron Richards, District 2 Commissioner

Rod Fleck, District 3 Commissioner Nina Sarmiento, District 3 Commissioner

Mark Hodgson, District 3 Commissioner Jim Stoffer, District 1 Commissioner

Christy Holy, District 3 Commissioner Jeff Tozzer, District 1 Commissioner

Cathy Walde, District 3 Commissioner

Proposed Charter Amendment Requiring Printing of the Full Text of Proposed Charter

Amendments in the Local Voters'Pamphlet - 3

Resolution was added to the agenda 
Packet on 11/24/25
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Gores, Loni

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

f ozzer, Jeff

Tuesday, November 18, 2025 1 1:16 AM

Fisch, Susan; Noble, Chris; Hodgson, Mark

Gores, Loni

CRC - Request to add "Attorney/Client Privlieged" to next agenda

Hi Loni, Ptease forward to atl. 15. Thanks

Dear Executive Com mittee,

Ptease add an agenda item titled "Attorney/Ctient Privileged" to our next regutarty scheduted CRC

meeting.

At our tast meeting, Chair Fisch referenced a document she coutd not share because it was ctassified as

attorney-cl,ient priviLeged. My understanding is that this was the June 20th emailfrom Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney Dee Boughton titted "Proposed Tribal Trust Land Amendment to Clallam Co.

ChaTteT _ ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED.,

It now appears this confidentiaI emaiI was forwarded from Commissioner Jim Stoffer's county emaiI
account to his private emaitaddress, and atso to a private citizen who, to my knowtedge, has no formal
rol.e with the Charter Review Commission. I betieve it woutd be appropriate for Commissioner Stoffer to

cl.arify whether this priviteged communication was shared with any additionaI recipients from both his

private and county emaitaccounts.

Betow, I have inctuded the opening sections of severatemaits indicating that the attorney-ctient
privil.ege-so strongty emphasized by Chair Fisch-may have been breached.

Given the seriousness of this matter, I betieve it is important that we, as a commission, discuss proper

procedures, expectations, and safeguards for handting priviLeged communications.

Appreciativety,
Com m issioner Jeff T ozzer

Fro m : Bo u ghto n, D ee <d e-e.bou ghlg n @e La Lta mco u nty\,va.gov>

Sent: Friday, June 20, 2025 5:23 PM

To : Fi s c h, S u s a n <su sa-n . f i s c h @,e_tatta m-c-oullywa. gov>

Cc: Gores, Loni <lqnlgo-res@e lalLamsounty!v€-gov>; Reno, Jay <Jay.Re-no@c-[a[tamc-ounl-ir\,va-.go]1>

Subject: Proposed TribaL Trust Land Amendment to Ctattam Co. Charter ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED

Chairwoman Fisch,
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The Cta1tam County Prosecuting Attorney's Office has been asked to read and opine regarding a draft

amendment to the Ctal.l,am Co. Charter rel.ated to transfers of reaI property into tribattrust lands thus

taking these parcets off the tax rotls of the county...

From : Stoffe r, J i m <j i m. stoffer@c La lta mcou ntywa. gov>

Sent: )un 23, 2025 15:1 8:40.000000000 UTC

Subject: FW: Proposed Tribat Trust Land Amendment to Ctal.l.am Co. Charter ATTORNEY CLIENT

PRIVILEGED
To: ja messtoffe r@waveca b[e. co m <j a messtoffe r@waveca b [e. com>

Cc: Stoff e r, J i m <j i m. stoffe r@cta Ll'a m cou ntywa. gov>

Thank You

Jim Stoffer

Cl.aLtam County Charter Review Commissioner
J i m.Stoffer@ctaLLa mcou ntywa.gov
360.775.9356

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Gataxy smartphone

Orlginal. message
From : "Gores, Loni " <toni. gores@ctattamcountywa.gov>
Date: 6/23/25 7:56 AM (GMT-08:00)
To: "Benedict, Bitt" <bitt.benedict@cl.al,Lamcountywa.gov>, "Boughton, Dee"

<dee.boughton@cl,atLamcountywa.gov>, "Cameron, Ron" <ron.cameron@ctattamcountywa"gov>, "Fane,

A[ex" <atex.fane@ctatl.amcountywa.gov>, "Fisch, Susan" <susan.fisch@ctatLamcountywa.gov>, "Fteck,

Rod" <rod.fl.eck@ctaLtamcountywa.gov>, "Gores, Loni" <toni.gores@ctattamcountywa.gov>, "Hodgson,

Mark" <mark.Hodgson@ctattamcountywa.gov>, "Hoty, Christy" <christy.hoty@cLattamcountywa.gov>,

" Morris, Patti" <patti. morris@cl.al'l.amcou ntywa. gov>, " N obte, Ch ris"

<chris.nobLe@ctattamcountywa.goV>, "Pickett, Paut" <paut.pickett@cLal.l.amcountywa.gov>, "Richards,

Ron " <ron. richa rds@ctal.l.a mcou ntywa' gov>, "Sa rmiento, N ina "

<Nina.Sarmiento@ctattamcountywa"gov>, "Stoffer, Jim" <jim.stoffer@ctattamcountywa.gov>, "f ozzer,

Jeff" <jeff .tozzer@ctaLl.amcountywa.gov>, "Watde, Cathy" <cathy.wal,de@cLattamcountywa.gov>

Subject: FW: Proposed Tribal.Trust Land Amendment to Claltam Co. ChaTteTATTORNEY CLIENT

PRIVILEGED

"My emaiI address has changed! The new formatis Loni.Gores@clallamcountwa,gov Ptease update

my contact card as your earl.iest convenience, Thank yoLl!"

LoniGores
Cl,erk of the Board
Commissioners Office
223East4th Street, Suite 4
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Port Angetes, WA 98362
Phone: 360-417-2256

From: Fisch, Susa n <susa n.f isch@ctatl,amcou ntywa.gov>

Sent: Saturday, )une 21,20251 1 :53 AM

To: Go res, Lo n i <to n i. go res@c [a lta m co u ntywa. gov>

Cc: Hodgson, Mark <ma rk. Hodgson@ctatlamcou ntywa.gov>; No bte, Ch ris

<chris. nobte@ctal,ta mcou ntywa.gov>
Subject: Re: Proposed TribatTrust Land Amendment to Ctattam Co. Charter ATTORNEY CLIENT

PRIVILEGED

Loni: Can you ptease forward to the entire Commission

Thank you-

Susan

From : Boughto n, Dee <d ee.bou ghton@ela tla m cou ntywa.gov>
Sent: Friday, June 20, 2025 5:23 PM

To: Fisc h, Su sa n <su san.f i sc h@ctaltam ccru n!\,ryva. gav>

Gc: Gores, Loni <!on[gsres@ciallame ountywa.gov>; Reno, Jay <Jav.Reno@ciai.tamGountywa.gov>

Subject: Proposed TribatTrust Land Amendment to Ctattam Co. Charter ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED

Chairwoman Fisch,

The Ctatl.am County Prosecuting Attorney's Office has been asked to read and opine regarding a draft

amendment to the Ctal.tam Co. Charter retated to transfers of reaI property into tribaI trust [ands thus

taking these parcets off the tax rotts of the county.

From : Stoffe r, J i m <j i m. stoffe r@c [a lta mcou ntywa' gov>

Sent: Aug 26, 2025 06:02:20.000000000 UTC

Subject: FW: Proposed TribaLTrust Land Amendment to Ctattam Co. Charter ATTORNEY CLIENT

PRIVILEGED
To:'Ci ndy Ketty' <ctketty@otypen. com>

F ro m : B o u gh t o n, D e e <d ee, b qug h to n @ e,ta lta nre o,u n lt)nrye.gov>

Sent: Friday, June 20, 2025 5:23 PM

To: Fisc h, Su sa n <s usa n.f iseh@elallamcoultywa.g,ov>
Gc: Gores, Loni <tsni.gores@c1aliamc-aul:rlyvva.gov>; Reno, Jay <Jav.Rexo@-e [a[[ame o-untywa,gQv>

Subject: Proposed TribatTrust Land Amendment to Ctattam Co" Charter ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED

3

Chairwoman Fisch,
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The Cl.aLLam County Prosecuting Attorney's Office has been asked to read and opine regarding a draft
amendment to the Ctatl.am Co. Charter retated to transfers of reaI property into tribaI trust [ands thus
taking these parcets off the tax rotts of the county.
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