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BOARD of CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MINUTES for the week of August 25-29t 2025

WORKSESSION-9a.m.
The work session convened at 9 a.m., Monday, August 25,2025. Present were Commissioners French,
Johnson and Ozias and Administrator Mielke.

Items of discussion per the agenda published August 21 were:
. Calendar/Correspondence
. Discussion and next steps regarding the Revenue Advisory Committee request to send a letter to the

Commissioner of Public Lands and Depatment of Natural Resources regarding the pause on timber
sales

. Agreement with Peninsula Dispute Resolution Center for providing the We're in this Together seminars

. Pre-application questionnaire with Depatment of Commerce for Connecting Housing Infrastructure
Program Grant

. Discussion on 2026 budget priorities

. Briefing and callfor hearing to be held Tuesday, November 4,2025, at 10:30 a,m. regarding adopting
the Six-Yea r 2025-2030 Tra nspoft ation Im provement Prog ra m

The meeting concluded at 12:15 p.m

EXECUTM SESSION - August 25r 202[ at 1 p.m.
The Board convened in open session at 1 p,m., on Monday, August 25,2025, to discuss collective
bargaining. Present were Commissioners Ozias, French and Johnson, Administrator Mielke, Finance
Department Lane and Turner, Human Resources Dennler, Sheriff's Office King and Wenzl and outside legal
Lynch.

The Board may recess into Executive Session to consider employment or dismissal of personnel, to review
The performance of a public employee, to consult with legal counsel, to consider the position to be taken
in collective bargaining, to consider acquisition or sale of real estate, or other matters per RCW 42.30.110.
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to executive session for t hour, CMOs, mc

The Board recessed into executive session at 1 p,m.

The Board convened in open session at 2 p.m. and CMF noted no action will be taken

The meeting concluded at 2 p.m

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Chair French called the meeting to order at 10 a.m,, Tuesday, August 26,2025. Also present were
Commissioners Johnson and Ozias and Administrator Mielke.

REQUEST FOR MODTFTCATTONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt the agenda as presented, CMOs, mc

PUBLIC COMMENT
. John Worthington, Sequim, commented on Item 1d, Puget Sound Partnership
. Ed Telenick, Sequim, commented on Commissioner Forum, public comment
. Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, commented on Items 1d, 2a,2b and 29
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CONSENT AGENDA
1a Approval of vouchers for the week of August 18

The Fol warrants and electronic are a for ent:

1b Approval of minutes for the week of August 18

1c Resolution appointing Beverly Lee and Sarah McBride to the Homelessness Task Force
ld Letter to the Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe regarding trust land transfers
le Call for request for proposals and qualifications to be received no later than Monday, September 22,

2025,at 3 p.m.regarding Developmental Disabilities2026 January L,2026 - December 3L,2027
lf Proclamation Recognizing National Diaper Need Awareness Week
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt the consent agenda, CMOs, mc

RE PORTS AN D PRESENTATIONS
. CMF Recognized National Diaper Need Awareness Week

o Elisia Anderson, First Step Family Support Center, provided comment
. CMO reported on 24rh Legislative Session, Jefferson and Clallam County Economic Development Council
. CRI reported North Olympic Legislative Alliance, training electricians, Forests, Library District, School

Districts, Commissioner of Public Lands

o CMF reported on certified primary election, Clallam Bay Sekiu Advisory Committee Meeting, Fire District
Permits

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS
2a Agreement amendment 1 with SWCA Environmental Consultants for County's Community Wildlife

Protection Plan

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

2b Agreement amendment 1 with SWCA Environmental Consultants for Smoke Impacts and Climate
Analysis

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

2c Agreement with Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs for monitoring of registered sex
offenders

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

2d Agreement with City of Sequim for Flaurat Acres utility services
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

2e Agreement with Puget Sound Padnership for onsite management
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

2f Agreement amendment with US Forest Service for Secure Rural Schools Act Title II
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

29 Agreement amendment 2 with County Road Administration Board for Edgewood Drive Project
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

BUDGET
3a Resolution for consideration to adopt the following budget revisions:

Health & Human Services-Foundational Public Health Services - Funding is being reallocated from
unanticipated Foundational Public Health Services projects to the Health and Human Services
Operations budget to purchase IT equipment, including 20 laptops, cases, and docking stations (1 of
2)/$21,000

Accounts Payable: Total

Warrant numbers: 9942924-994307 4 $480,258.66

Electronic pavments dates: n/a $0.00

Total Accounts Pavable $480.258.66
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NonDepaftmental - Shifting building security costs to fund leave payouts that are pacing higher than
expected due to employee retirements and terminations not anticipated during budget
preparation/$160,000

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt, CMOs, mc

3b Resolution for consideration to adopt the following supplemental appropriations:
Health & Human Services-Operations - Funding is being transferred from unanticipated Foundational
Public Health Services projects to the Health and Human Services operations budget to purchase IT
equipment, including 20 laptops, cases/ and docking stations (2 of 2)l$21,000
Health & Human Services-Environmental Health - The Depadment of Health Consolidated Contract #5
is adding funds to the shellfish grant budget. The added funds will be used to cover travel to
collection sites & laboratory sample processing costs/$5,000

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt, CMOs, mc

HEARTNG(S)
4a Ordinance amending Clallam County Code Chapter 5.100 Consolidated Fee Schedule - Fees for the

Clerk of Superior Court 115-A
. Nikki Botnen, Superior Court Clerk, provided a staff repoft

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to open the public hearing, CMOs, mc
. The following provided testimony:

o Dr. Sarah Huling, District III
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to close the public hearing and adopt, CMOs, mc

4b Ordinance repealing and replacing Chapter 27.08 of the Clallam County Code, Open Space
. Donella Clark, Department of Community Development, provided a staff repoft

ACTION TAKEN: CMOm to open the public hearing, CRJs, mc
. The following provided testimony:

o Jacob Seegers, District III
o Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay
o Dr. Sarah Huling, District III

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to close the public hearing and adopt, CMOs, mc

4c Consideration of resolution adopting the following debatable emergencies:
NonDepaftmental-Federal Forest Replacement - Clallam County has $156,807 in federal Title III funds
under the Secure Rural Schools Act, but only $39,000 was to be expended in 2025. More funding is

needed to support Title III projects already approved by the Commissioners through the County's
Revenue Advisory Committee/$1 17,807
Public Works-Broadband Infrastructure Capital Project - Additional working capital from the General
Fund & remaining committed local match funding from American Rescue Plan Act fund needed for
current construction phase of project (1 of 3)/$500,000
NonDepaftmental-American Rescue Plan Act - Additional working capital from the remaining
committed local match funding from American Rescue Plan Act fund needed for current construction
phase of the Broadband Infrastructure project (2 of 3)l$203,6L2
General Fund Reserves - Additional working capital from the General Fund needed for current
construction phase of the Broadband Infrastructure project (3 of 3)i$296,388
. Mark Lane, Finance Depadment, provided a staff report

ACTION TAKEN: CMOm to open the public hearing, CRJs, mc
. The following provided testimony:

o Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay
o John Wothington, Sequim
o Dr. Sarah Huling, District III

ACTION TAKEN: CMOm to close the public hearing, CRJs, mc
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt, CMOs, mc
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PUBLIC COMMENT
. Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, comment on item 29, Commissioner of Public Lands, Six-year TIP
. Kenneth Reandeau, Poft Angeles, commented on budget presentation, reserves
. Ed Telenick, Sequim, commented on budget presentation, taxes, Code Enforcement, Midway Metals
. Mark Curtis, Sequim, commented on Clallam County Fair, County Services, taxes, funding
. Theresa Miller, Sequim commented on Debatable Emergencies, Broadband, Diapers, reserves
. John Worthington, Sequim, commented on Olympic National Park and Forest, Jobs, Federal Grants

FINAL ITEM - Commissioner Forum
(This Session will be held on the 4th Tuesday of each month when BOCC concludes its other agenda
items. The Session will be held for 45 minutes or until there are no further questions. Regardless of the
staft time, this session will end no later than 11:45 a.m.)
5a Commissioner Forum

. Eric Fehrmann, asked a question regarding how will you measure the success of Harm Reduction
Program

. John DeBoer, commented on Harm Reduction

. Jacob Seegers, commented on Harm Reduction

. Gail Baker, asked question regarding what is the criteria for getting into the Harm Reduction
Program

. John Wofthington, commented on Forest Management, Create Jobs

. Jim Bower, Sequim, commented on Forest Management, short sales/lump sum sales, Tribal
Culvert Replacement Project

. Kevin LoPiccolo, Depaftment of Human Services, commented on Harm Reduction Program

The meeting concluded at 11:50 a.m. and continued toTuesday, September 2,2025, at9 a.m

The Board of Commissioners attended a WSAC Viftual Update, William Shore Memorial Pool District Meeting,
Coffee with Colleen, Clallam Transit Meeting, and Gene Turner Memorial during the week of August 25,2025

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 2nd day of August 2025

BOARD OF CLALLAM UNTY COMMISSIONERS

a

i Gores, MMC, Clerk of the Board

vt(]
+

t

lrtllllltrll
OF

,ft||tlll



BOARD OF CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PUBLIC HEARING

4a Ordinance amending Clallam County Code Chapter 5.100 Consolidated Fee Schedule - Fees for
the Clerk of Superior Coutt 115-A

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washi n that any
testimony that t give is true and accurate.
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Clallam County
Revenue Advisory Comrnittee

223 East 4th Street. Suite 4
Port Angeles, WA 98362-3015

368.4LV.2256 Fax; 360.417.2493
Hmail: loni.gores@clallamsoun,b^ira.qov

August 18, 2025

Clallam County
Board of County Comnrissioners
223 East 4th Street, Ste. 4
Port Angeles, WA 98362

Dear Board of Clallam County Commissioners:

In January 2025 the Washington Commissioner of Pul:lic l-ands announced and imposed a six-
month "pause" on timber sales meeting certain criteria. This pause affeeted over $7.9 million in
Clallarn County timber sales and has had a devastating effect on the countywide and junior
taxing districts which had budgeted for those funds. This action also has an impact on our
econorny--we see a eontinued decline in the number of family-wage jobs and the average wage
as wood product manufacturers stru:ggie tc access supplies. Over serven nronths have passed.

Howevero DNR. has yet to bring these sales to rnarket.

The R.evenue Advisory Committee was established ta inform elallam eounty Commissioners o{'l

issues related to DNR rnanagement of county trust iands and fiduciary responsibilities. lrVe

believe the current pause in sales is an urqent issue that the eounfi must acldress to preserve
vital civie services and quality of life in our communities.

Backgroumd
In january 2025 the Conrmlssioner of Public Lanels canceled, moelified, cr delayerl eight timber
sales on lands that Clallam County eieedec in ti"ust ta the State. These sales comply with the
Washingtcn Forest Praetices Act, the 1997 State Lands'Habitat Conservation Flan, and DNR's
awn policies regai"ding old grcwthu rlpariar: proteeticn, and sustainable harvest. They have also
undergane review under the State Environmental Fclicy Aci (SHPA)

DNR's cwn data eleveloped because of the pause sho'ws that all habitat eonservation planninq
units are aiready in the 10% to 15Yo range of "Olcler Forests" expected to be created by the
Habitat Conservaticn Plan (FieP). Additionally, as stated in the 2006 Policy for Sustainable
Forests, DNR. has identified adequate acres of structui"ally cornplex fcrests to be managed to
*nsure the "L0o/o to 15% e lder" Forest" expectation is met. The FieP expected to meet rhis
outcome by the end of the 7O-year period of the plan (1997 to 2070)" DNR is already beyoncl
that 70-year goal, costing our eounty dearly.

j:\public\a22 committees and organizations\revenue advisory committee rac\correspondences\2024\board of commissioners paused
sales B-18-25.docx



According to DNR's own data (see Table 1), these eight sales have a conrbined appraisal of $7.9
million, Based on recent auction results, their market value is estimated at approximately $12
million" Revenue fl'om these sales would clirectly support Clallam County services and its junior
taxing districts.

The continued delay in offering these sales negatively impacts Clallam County's economy,
threatens jobs, jeopardizes the viability of local wood products manufacturerso and neduces

funding for vital public services inclueling education and fire response.

Claliam Cor-rnty has exercised patience during the pause" Flowever, I'urther delay exacerbates
fiscal strain and risks service redurctions for residents anci visitors alike. Table .L illustrates the
projected revenue and its importance to eounty clperations and junior taxing distrlcts.
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repeatedly affirnned the state's trust obligations to counties as trust beneficiaries. Given Clallam
County's unique exposure from the pause on these eight sales, we believe DNR's inaction
appears to violate both statutory requirements and its common law fiduciary duty to manage
the trust prudently and with undivided loyalty to the County and its taxpayers.

Inasmuch as there is no legal reasCIn to delay the paused sales another day, the Clallam County
Revenue Advisory Con'wnittee respectfully urges the Clallam County Board of Commissioners to
move with expediency to:

. Formally request Commissioner Upthegrove and DNR. to move these sales forward

without delay. Substituting other trust land acres for the paused saies is not acceptable.
. Request a clear and public timeline for offering the sales.

. Expiore legal remedies to defend the County's rights as a trust beneficiary if DNR

continues to delay the sales,

Clallan'r County must act now to protect its interests and those of its residents under the terms
of the trust.

llv,

Connie Bea , Chair
Clallam Cou Revenue Advisory Committee (RAe)

::\public'v{22 Committees and Otganizations\Revenue Advisory Cornmittee RAC\Correspondences\2024\8oard
of Commissioners pauserl saies 8- 18-25.docx



Director of Community Development
Clallam County Board of Commissioners

August 20,2025

RffiCH[VHD
CLALLAM CO, OOMMI$$IONHR$

Dear Bruce and County Commissioners cr*a

The Sequim Association of REALTORS@ Government Affairs Committee and the
Pod Angeles Association of REALTORS@ Government Affairs Committee have been
reviewing the RV Use Code Amendments, and would like to provide our comments and
perspectives.

We are against "RV Camps," where there are multiple RVs with surfacing sewage,
garbage, etc. We support the County's efforls to clean up these camps.

But, we also support allowing a propedy owner to have an RV on their propedy,
where someone can live 365 days a year. As REALTORS@, we have heard so many
stories about people putting an adult child or a family member in an RV on their
property. ln fact, some of our members have had these experiences. So many of these
people would be living in their cars or a tent, if that RV wasn't there. We know that the
DCD worries about the safety of someone living in an RV; but, it is still safer, warmer,
and more hygienic than being in a car or a tent. We know of many neighborhoods that
do not mind someone helping their children or unemployed or disabled relatives, by
letting them live in an RV on the main property.

We recognize that enforcernent of the new RV ordinance is initiated by a complaint
or contact with the Code Enforcement Division. We do urge Code Enforcement and the
Sheriff's Department to be proactive in respect to the new ordinance/changes to other
ordinances, especially iack of connection to power, water and septic in their routine
propedy owner encounters.

Please allow for year-round livirrg in one RV on a property in the county, rather than
the 'lB0 days that is in 33.58.020 General Requirements (5).

We do agree that the RV should be hooked up to power and water (public or well).
33.58,020 General Requirements (2). We want to make sure that this same section
allows for hooking the RV up to an on-site sewage system or a sewer, or to be able to
be pumped, with demonstration of pumping through receipts.

AU0 e x 2025
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We look forward to commenting at the Commissioners' public hearing. Please let us
know when that will be. And, we thank you for considering these comments.

hawn rt, President Sequim Association of REALTORS@

Shamber Twedt, President Port Angeles Association of REALTORS@


