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BOARD of CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MINUTES for the week of February 24-2Bt ZO2S

WORKSESSION-9a.m.
The work sessíon convened at 9 a.m., Monday, February 24,2025. Present were Commissioners French,
Johnson, and Ozias and Administrator Míelke.

Items of discussion per the agenda published February 20 were:
Calenda r/Correspondence
Clallam County Law Library relocation project update
Memorandum of agreement with North Olympic Library System for the Clallam County Law Library
Parks and Recreation Board membership removal
Agreement amendment 1 with Department of Health for diseases and outbreak response, rabies
testing, and reporting during outbreak
Agreement amendment 1 with Washington State Health Care Authority for Reentry Demonstration
Initiative Project - Juvenile Services
Agreement amendment 1 with Washington State Health Care Authority for Reentry Demonstration
Inítiative Project - Sheriff's Office
Agreement with Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission for boating Safety events and
repofting
Letter to the Office of Emergency Operation Center Grant Administration for the Emergency Operations
Center
Agreement amendment 1 with Washington State University Extension for program seruices
Agreement with Jefferson County Public Health Department for nurse family partnership
Certification of the 2025 Road Levy & Estimated Revenue Produced/County Road Administration Board
Agreement with Department of Health for Bullman Beach water system
Agreement amendment 1 with Cascadia Consulting Group for Hazard Mitigation Plan and Climate
Resiliency Plan
Discussion and recommendation to appoint an alternate to the Board of Equalization
Legislatíve session update
Review the "How Did we Do" reports comparíng each month's actual performance

Meeting concluded at 11:31 a.m. and continued to an Executive Session to be held on Monday, February
24,2025 at 12:15 p.m. regarding litigation.

EXECUTM SESSION - February 24,2025 at 12:15 p.m.
The Board convened in open session at 12:15 p.m, to discuss litigation. Present were Commissioners Ozias,
French and Johnson, Administrator Mielke, Risk Management Sullenger, IT Department Anderson and
Major, Department of Community Development Emery and Havel, and Prosecuting Attorney's Office Reno
and Boughton.

The Board may recess into Executive Session to consider employment or dismíssal of personnel, to review
the performance of a public employee, to consult with legal counsel, to consider the position to be taken in
collective bargaining, to consider acquisítion or sale of real estate, or other matters per RCW 42.30.IL}.

AcrroN TAKEN: cRJm to moved to executive session for I hours, cMos, mc

The Board recessed into executive session at 12:15 p.m.

The Board convened in open session at 1:15 p.m. and CMF noted no action will be taken.

Meeting concluded at 1:15 p.m. and continued to an Executive Session to be held on Monday, February 24,
2025 at 1:30 p.m. regarding real estate.
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EXECUTM SESSION - February 24,2025 at t:30 p.m.
The Board convened in open session at 1:30 p.m. to discuss realestate. presentwere Commissioners
Ozias, French and Johnson, Administrator Mielke, Real Estate Capps, Public Works Department Gray,
Finance Lane and Prosecuting Attorney's Office Reno.

The Board may recess into Executive Session to consider employment or dismissal of personnel, to review
the peformance of a public employee, to consult with legal counsel, to consider the position to be taken in
collective bargaining, to consider acquisitÍon or sale of real estate, or other matters per RCW 42.30,110.

ACTION TAKEN: CMOm to moved to executive session for 3O minutes, CRls, mc

The Board recessed into executive session at 1:30 p.m.

The Board convened in open sessíon at 2 p.m.

CRI requested that there be fufther investigation of the real estate opportunity described in executive
session.

Meeting concluded at 2:01 p.m.

REGULAR MEETIT{G OF THE BOARD OF CHLLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Chair French called the meeting to order at 10 a.m., Tuesday, February 25, ZO2S. Also present were
Commissioners Johnson and Ozias and Administrator Mielke.

REQUEST FOR MODTFTCATTONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt the agenda as presented, CMOs, mc

PUBLIC COMMET{T FOR AGENDA ITEMS
o John Worthington, Sequim, commented on item 2h
o Karin Cummins, Sequim, commented on item 2h
o Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, commented on item 2e
o Jeff Tozzer, Sequim, commented on item 2h (see attached)

CONSENT AGENDA
la Approval of vouchers for the week of February 17

The Fol warrants and electronic are for

lb Approval of minutes for the week of February 17
lc Proclamation recognizing March as Developmental Disability Awareness Monthld Certification of the 2025 Road Levy & Estimated Revenue Produced/County Road Administration
Board
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to adopt the consent agenda, CMOs, mc

Accounts Total
Warrant numbers

993s819
993s537-9935586; 993s642-99357 49 ; 993s7 67 - 9l-,344,996.67

Electronic dates: $0.00
Total Accounts Payable: 91,344,886.67
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REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS
o CRI recognized March as Developmental Disability Awareness Month

o Kelley Lawrence, Health and Human Seruices, provided commento CMO commented on economic, Salish BHO Advisory Board, Sequim School District ballot passage,
Sequim City Council Meeting, Eagle Scouts, Flaura's Acres septic and water system meetingo CRI commented on Washington Forest Products Roundtable, Commissioner of Public Lands, Revenue
Advisory Committee Meeting, Clallam Bay Sekiu Sewer, schoolfield trip to Olympiao CMF commented on Peninsula RegionalTransportation planning Meeting,

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS
2a Agreements (2) with Department of Ecology AND Washington State University for general public and

technical assistance to farmers
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CMOs, mc

2b sublease agreement with city of Port Angeles for shared storage facility
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CMOs, mc

2c Agreement amendment 2 with Washington State Department of Transportation for S. Airport Road
Resurfacing Project

ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CMOs, mc

2d Agreement amendment 1 with Washington State Department of Transportation for Clallam Slough
Bridge Replacement Project

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

HEARTNG(S)
5a Consideration of resolution adopting the following Debatable Emergencies:

General Fund Reserues - Fund transfer from Parks & Facilities Professional Seryices to General Fund
Reserues for Parks Master Plan project approved in the 2025 budget (2 of 3)/9150,000
NonDept-Oopoftunitv Fund - Carryover of 2024 budgeted revenue and expenditures that will now
occur in 2025 for Clallam BaylMiddle Point pump station/910,484
. ATM, briefed the Board

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to open the public hearing, CMOs, mc
o CMF noted no testimony was provided

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to close the public hearing and adopt, CMOs, mc

2e Agreement with Natural Systems Design, Inc. for natural design and coastal geologic serves
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

2f Agreement amendment 1 with Washington State Health Care Authority for Reentry Demonstration
Initiative Project - Juvenile Seruices

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

29 Agreement amendment 1 with Washington State Health Care Authority for Reentry Demonstration
Initiative Project - Sheriff's Office

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to approve, CMOs, mc

2h Agreement amendment 1 with Cascadia Consulting Group for Hazard Mitigation Plan and Climate
Resilienry Plan

ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CMOs, mc

ADMINISTRATION
3a Request for waiver of bid/RFP/quote requirements and purchase order with Pacífic MicroRem, Inc. for

cou rthouse secu rity project
ACTION TAKEN: CRlm to approve, CMOs, mc
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BUDGET
4a Resolution for consideration to adopt the following Budget Revisions:

Community Development-Permit Center - Budget correction moving Land Use/Environmental Permits
funding from Permit Center to Long Range Planning/94,000

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt, CMOs, mc

4b Resolution for consideration to adopt the following Budget Reductions:
Parks & Facilities - Reducing professional seruices line to transfer to General Fund Reserves for parks
Master Plan approved in the 2025 budget (1 of 3)/9150,000

ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to adopt, CMOs, mc

4c Resolution for consideration to adopt the following Supplemental Appropriations:
Parks & Facilities - Caoital Proiects - Funding approved for 2025 Parks Master Plan (3 of 3)/g150,000
Public Works - Clallam Bay Sekiu Sewer - Carryover of 2024 budgeted revenue and expenditure that
will now occur in 2025 for Clallam BaylMiddle Point pump station/910,484
Health & Human Services - Operations - Adding funding to the HHS operations budget from the
opioid settlement for indirect costs occurring in 2025lgZZ,Bg7
Sheriff - Emeroencv Seruices - Carryover of previous years recurring grants where expenditure
reimbursements will now occur ín 2025/9112,835
Communitv Development - Environmental Qualitv - Reimbursement for expenditures incurred by
Scarsella Brothers for violation monitoring & corrections at Lower Dungeness Floodplains/940,000

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt, GMOs, mc

HEARTNG(S)
5a Consideration of resolution adopting the following Debatable Emergencies:

General Fund Reserues - Fund transfer from Parks & Facilities Professional Seruices to General Fund
Reserves for Parks Master Plan project approved in the 2025 budget (2 of 3)/$150,000
NonDeot-Opportunitv Fund - Carryover of 2024 budgeted revenue and expenditures that will now
occur in 2025 for Clallam Bay/Middle Point pump station/910,484

PUBLIC COMMENT
. Frank O'Neil, Port Angeles, commented on budgets, property taxeso Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, commented on Revenue Advisory Committee, Elwha timber, paused sale

System, OlympÍc National Park, Olympic National Forest
. Mark Hurist, Sequim, commented on logging income, taxing districts. John Worthington, Sequim, commented on Cascadia, Clear path
r Eric Fehrmann, Sequim, commented on logging, Poet Laureate Program, mill closure. Casey unknown, Port Angeles, commented on taxes, pay per mileo Karin Cummins, Sequim, commented on how the Board looks, school field trip to Olympia, Comp plan

public engagement
o Denise Lapio, Sequim, commented on taxes
. Stephanie Day, Sequim, commented on City Council, taxes
. Jeff Tozzer, Sequim, commented on taxes, transparency (see attached)o Mike Doherty, Poft Angeles, commented on sea level rise, 3 Crabs Road, wildfires, tanker traffic

The Board of Commissioners attended a WSAC virtual update, Revenue Advisory Committee Meeting,
Board of Equalization Meeting, Wílliam Shore Memorial Pool District Meeting, Coffee with Colleen and
WSAC viftual legislative update during the week of February 24, ZOZS.
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Meeting concluded atLL:22 a,m. and continued to a Board of Equalization Meeting to be held on Tuesday,
February 25, 2025 at 11:30 a.m.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 4th day of March 2025

BOARD OF CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Eøét^.v¿l
the Board Mark Ozías

KEY TO ABBREVIATTONS:
ATM Administrator Todd Mielke
CMO Commissioner Mark Ozias
CRJ Commissioner Randy Johnson
CMF Commissioner Mike French
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It's time to address the concerning web of retationships between Cascadia Consulting
Group, Commissioner Mark Ozias, the North Olympic Development Counc¡l (NODC):
and Clallam County. These ent¡t¡es significantly shape public policy, but their ties raise
serious questions about fairness, transparency, and special ¡ntereét influence.

Cascadia, a Seattle-based firm hired to help Clallam Gounty develop its Hazard
Mitigation Plan. On papeç Cascadia's mission is to provide sustaináOitity solutions and
climate action, but the firm uses a tool developed by lCLEl, a German NGO with a
global agenda that many argue undermines local control. Commissioner Ozias has
worked closely with both Cascadia and the NODC, which is also an ICLEI member.
Ozias is the NODC president, an NGO heavily ínvolved in shaping county policies,
including the Hazard Mitigation plan.

The NODC, under Ozias'leadership, partnered with Cascadia to craft a "Final Report',
on Natural Disaster Resiliency. The repoft recommended projects that favor the
Jamestown Tribe, Ozias'top campaign donor. This creates a clear conflict of interest.
The report prioritized projects like the Dungeness River off-channel Reservoir, heavily
influencing local government decisions without proper transparency or public input.

To make matters worse, the NODC and Cascadia bypassed standard government
oversight. They've been able to draft county policy behind closed doorð, and Clallam
County officials have made decisions based on these drafts while denying any
involvement with Cascadia despite the 9370,000 contract the County holds with them.
This lack of transparency is worsened because the NODC, a private nonprofit, and the
Jamestown Tribe are not bound by the same public accountability laws that apply to
government bodies. This system obscures influence and limits public participaiion.

What does this mean for Clallam County citizens? lt means policies are being shaped
by a small group of individuals and organizations with litfle regard for the broader
publíc's voice. Public funds are being spent on consultants likã Cascadia, who work
closely with Ozias'nonprofit, the NODC, to implement policies that may serve special
interests over the general public.
This is both unfair and inappropriate. As public officials, you must ensure taxpayer
money is used transparently and that decisions serve alt citizens, not just a select few
with access to power.

W.hen a county commissioner has such strong ties to organizations shaping policy, it
raises concerns about whose interests are truly being served.

As the commissioners vote to extend Cascadia Consulting's contract, please ask: Are
we fostering an open, democratic process, or allowing a small group to wield
disproportionate influence over our community's future? lt's timé foi a reckoning-one
that puts fairness, transparency, and the public's interest back at the center of decision-
making.

Jetf Tozzer, Sequim
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Why are taxpayers paying a nonprofit to raise our taxes? Why is Clallam iountyà naro-
earned money being funneled into an organízation that's actively working to trlple the property
tax cap without asking the voters first? lt's simple: you're dodging
transparency and subverting the will of the people.

Last month, Commissioners approved a $39,335 paymentto the Washington State
Association of Counties (WASAC), an Olympia-based nonprofit, while Cãmmissioner Ozias
sits as First Vice President of its Executive Committee. And what's the result?

WASAC is actively lobbying for a pay-per-mile tax and for a higher property tax cap, neither
of which has public support. ln fact, 99% of the publie rejected tñe pay-per-mi6 tax froposat in
testimony. Yet here you are, pushing it forward with our taxpayer dollárs.
lf you truly wanted to raise property taxes by 3o/o, you could do it the right way-ask the
voters. But instead, you're using backdoor deals to push policies tlraidon't éerve the people of
this county. lnstead of listening to the concerns of your constituents, you're giving a nonprótit-
and by extension, special interests-a fiee pass to advocate for higher taxòs.

Commissioner Ozias recently sent out a letter full of deflection. He tried to justify his position by
blaming rising costs-like public defense and insurance-while completely ävoiáing wasteful 

'
spending. He failed to mention the mismanagement of taxpayer funds, tire inetficiencies in
how county services are run, and the tax loopholes that coud provide millions without asking
Clallam County citizens for more money.

lnstead, he hides behind the excuse thatthere are 'ono good options" otfer than raising
taxes, implying that we, the people, just don't understand how county finances work. This is ã
classic case of gaslighting. You're manipulating the narrative to make it seem like tax hikes are
the only way forward. But the reality is that there are plenty of realsotutions that you and your
fellow commissioners are too afraid to explore because they might challenge your priorities.

Let's talk about those priorities. Rather than addressing financial mismanagement, you're
choosíng to fund WASAC, which in turn supports policies that raise taxes. Ãnd let's ñot forget
about the Jamestown Tribe. While they keep 757" oÍ the gas taxes they collect, a simple fiito
make them pay theír fair share would go a long way in tunding transportation projects and
easing the burden on regular taxpayers. But this solution doeén't fit with your agenda, so it,s
conveniently ignored.

It's time for a wake-up call. The people of Clallam County are not your piggy bank. you work for
u8, not for special interest groups or lobbyists in Olympia. We deserve tránsparency, we
deserve accountability, and most of all, we deserve the right to decide how our móney is
spent.

Stop trying to subvert the will of the voters. Stop pushing for higher taxes behind closed
doors. And start being accountable to the very people who pay your salary.
The people of clallam county are watching. And we're tired oi being ignoied.

Jetf Tozzer, Sequim
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fake Patterson
Fire Chief

Keith Cortner
Commissioner

Steve Hopf
Commissi0ner

Dan Huff
Commissioner

February 18th,2024

Board of Clallam County Commissioners
Commissioner Randy Johnson
Commissioner Mark Ozias
Commissioner Mike French

**Tårä1kïo-
1."2...s.4 qUX*RE: Proposal for PILT revenue sharing

Commissioners,

The Board of Fire Commissioner for Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue are requesting a distribution of
funding received by Clallam County from the Department of Interior in the form of Payment in
Lieu of Taxes (PILT). This PILT funding is designed to assist local agencies in providing vital
government services either directly, or indirectly to Olympic National Park.

Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue provides fire and emergency medical services to several areas within
Olympic National Park, but does not receive any of the PILT funding allocated each year to
Clallam County. The attached proposal provides a brief overview of the services provided and
impact of providing those services has on the fire district.

We believe that PILT funding should be proportionately distributed to local agencies, including
junior taxing districts, who provide vital services to Olympic National Park and the millions of
visitors who come through Clallam County each year. Receiving a portion of the PILT funding
will ensure that we are able to continue to provide hre and EMS responses to Olympic National
Park.

This request for funding is based on actual emergency responses and uses the Washington State
Department of Natural Resource Wage and Equipment rates for 2024 as guidance for reasonable
cost estimates. In total Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue is requesting an allocation of $25,759 from
Clallam County for service provided in2024.

Thank you for your consideration,

Keith Steve



Executive Summarv

Clallam County is home to a large portíon of Olympic National Park which generates
millions of visitors each year. This has a tremendous positive Ímpact on the local
economy, while at the same time ít does generate a strain on local government entíties
to provide essentíal government services. ln an effort to offset some of those impacts,
the Department of lnterior, which manages the National Park system, provídes funding
in the form of Payment in Lieu of Taxes (plLT).

Over the last several decades, Clallam County has received millions of dollars in plLT
funding, however some of the cost of vítal government services that this funding is
intended to offset, are not being provided by Clallam County. Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue
provides fire and emergency medical services to several, highly visíted areas of Olympic
National Park but does not received any of the PILT funding dedicated to Clallam
county. These areas are located at Deer park, Hurricane Ridge, Elwha, Lake
Crescent, and Sol Duc.

As one of the agencies providing government services to several areas of Olympic
National Park, Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue ís requesting the Clallam County Board of
Commissioners consider a revenue sharing agreement for PILT funding. The purpose
of thís revenue sharing agreement would be to ensure there is an equitable distribution
of funding to support all agencies who are impacted by providing services direc¡y, or
indirectly to Olympic National Park.

1 PILï Fundíng Proposal, Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue
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Gíaifarr: 2 Fine-Rescue woq-:åei ii*<e to prçpose the cieveioprnenT a revenlie sharing
ãtreer-n€Ri io effset sÐme of the íaæpaet of pr"ovidíng scrvlces tc ûNF. Tc date, thc f:¡-e
district has nct :.ecei'¡ed anV Þontios"l of the FlLT funding whic}".1 ís designed tc ¡.educe the
hurder¡ an smaller, lccal agencies that are pnaviding services either direetiy, or incireetly
fdì I l!\¡¿J

The fie'e districf r-¡ncjerstancis that F!LT funciing must be appropniateci each year by the
Federai goverrìment arid is not a gi;arantee. However, iiistory shcws that this has been
a ¡"ef iabíe and ecnsistent sti;re*Õ of r"evenue tc eialiarn tou;:ty-. Keeping this ín mind,
the fire distriet reeognizes that if no PILT funrding is received from the Departmer"¡t cf
lnte¡"íor, aRy revenule sharing agreernent vr¡ouid not be irnpiernented for the inrpaeted
year(s).

Äs pai-i oí a revenue shai'ing agrÊeiìîe{-ìt, ihe ai'iìûiiäi wouid be negotiaied þetween the
fire dístnict and Clallam County using data that shows the impact of providing these
services to Oi*.iP has oqi Fire District operations.

Prcviding a monetary 
"ralue 

to providing sei'vices can be challengir':g as there are
impacts that extend beyond simply providing the services on 

" 
rãrpãn"e by response

basis. The taxpayers cf the fire dístrict support the perscnnel and infrastructure to
provide emergency services when needed. When resources are pulled out of the fíre
district to serve CINP, it provides coverage gaps to local residents. lt is challenging to
quantify those irnpacts into a dollar value so the fire district is proposing at this time to
ealeulate eost on a response number basis with a understanding this may not
encompass all the irnpacts.

The response for 2t24 have been tabulated to include the number of fire engines,
an.¡buta..ees, and persorlne! who respoi¡ded te eaeh ir¡eide¡¡t. Tc determine a ecst fo¡
fire engines and arnbuiances, the 2024 Washington State Dî\¡R Wage and Equipment
¡'ates were used. The eost was broken down into length of ealí and applied to the aetual
hsurs required of each ineident from díspatch to retuning into service.

Tl¡e eost for personnei was deterrníned using the hourly rate of cur firefiEt'rterlggTs and
fii"efigÍiteripara¡nedics usin-q the sarne Washington State Di\¡R ïVage and Ëquipn:e¡-¡t
rates. Thís was then calculateci using the toial number of fire or EMS persor¡i:ei
assigneeå tc eaeh eaii.

in total, ihe fire districi is requestir¡g $25,759 ín reimbu¡rsement from Ciaiiam County
using the Departmesit of lnterion Fli-î fr¡ncling. This represents the esst of emergeney
resptnses in 2t24. Attaehed is a spreadsheet fon eaeh of the emergenÇy respûnses
and breakdown cf expenses reiated to eaeh eost fo¡- apparaius and pensonneí.
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Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue (fire district) provides fire suppression, technical rescue, and
emergency medical services to several areas within Olympíc National Park (ONP). This
includes the Deer Park, Hurricane Ridge, Elwha, Lake Crescent, and Sol Duc regions of
the Park. This is due primarily to the proximity of the fire dístrict to these areas, and a
response agreement which is in place between ONP and Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue to
provide those services as the closest emergency response agency.

The services provided by Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue include;

Structural Fire Suppression

ONP does not have any structural fire suppression program and the fire district provides
structuralfire response and suppression to the previously desígnated areas within ONp.
This includes not only response to actualfires, but also other emergency responses
such as fire alarms, power lines down, vehicle fires, smoke investigations, and other
various types of fire emergencies.

Wildland Fire Suppression

While ONP does have a wíldland fire program, typically the fire district is called as the
first response agency to provide initial attack on fires within ONP that are accessible by
roads. Often fire district crews spend several hours on a wildland fire before operations
are transferred over to ONP personnel.

Technical Rescues

A few times a year, crews from the fire district are called either to perform, or assist with
technical rescues within ONP. The most frequent types of technicat rescues involve
high-anglelrope rescue operations. Fire district crews have performed these types of
rescues along the Hurricane Rídge roadway, usually after a motor vehicle accident.
The fire district's technical rescue team has also been involved in several successful
rescues of persons who have fallen over Sol Duc falls. The fire dístrict also has
performeci "pack-outs" from various trails and roadways in ONp.

Emergency Medical Services

The fire district provides both basic and advanced life support EMS response and
transport for the designated areas within ONP. This includes responses to all types of
medical emergencies, both near roadways and sometimes several miles up a trail. Fire
district and ONP crews work together to deliver the best patient care possible and
transport either ground or air to the appropriate receiving hospital. This also includes
motor vehicle accidents along several miles of roadways withín oNp.

3 PILT Funding Proposal, Clallam 2 Fire-Rescue



Elnerqenev Response Stati€tics

ín 2Û24.the fire disirict respe r:eied ia a tctai of 55 e¡nergency caii for assistance withån

The 55 er-fierüer-ìty ¡"esptnses fcr tí:e fire ejistriet in 2t24.represent approxin-:ately Ztlo of
the fire distriet's totai eall volume, hcweven these eaTis often have a dispnopoc.ticnate
impaet beeause of the r"ernote natr.¡¡'e of ihe ineidents and length cf time dedieated to the
¡neident. ihe response, ün-scene, ar:d transporÌ tirnes afte¡'r are ûver 2 i:ours in iength.
The average Elv4S eail inte üNP is '! heu¡" and 2Õ rnínutee. \,/ehicåe aecidents average 1

hcur and '!4 minutes anC fii"e calls are typically t hour lcng. E.",esr cails thet ere
canceiled while ur':its are stii{ responding are 2t rninuies in iength. This takes Fíre
Disiriet r¡nits ct¡t of positicn and often leave tlre Fire Distriet with limited resources while
crews respond to emergencies within ûNP.

in tñAt +tr^ {;ú^ l;^+'i^+ t ^.j = 
.1 ^*^ili ¿,ié-¿- i¡iÇ ¡iäÐ üist¡¡i.i;i¡rii Ð; e;íieí'genci'¡"eSpOnSeS iniO CFiP, in 2Û23 the¡'e wei-e 75

responses and in 2A24 there were 55 response. The summer months tend to be the
busiest months with June, July, August, and Septei'nber accounting foi'over 55% of the
annual e!'nergency respcnses into ONP. This is also the busiest tíme for regulan fire
district responses which con'rpouneis the in-rpact of proviciing services to ONF.

Pavrnent in tieu of Taxes

Ciaiiam Ccunty receives Payn.iei.lts in Lieu of Taxes {PíLT) funds which ai^e Fede¡"ai
payments that hefp local governments offset losses ín proper-ty taxes due to the
existence sf nontaxabie Federal lands within their boundaries. The iaw recognizes the
fínancíaí impact of the inabiiity of iocal gsvernments to coliect properly taxes on
fa¡{orlll., a..,na¿.1 ian-ltgugt gil v vvvt ,{tLl ¡gt iL¡,

Pll-T payments are ¡'nade annually for tax-exen--rpt Fe'Jeral lands a,Jministerecl by
Departnrent af the lntericr agencies, inciuding the National Park Service. Plt-T
aar¿m^nt^ ^€ ål'r^ rL^ ¡-^J^,-^t f\^,paymenis aie one ifi ine 'vliayS ihe le.fiei'aj ut{f,vein¡neirt can fuífiii its rr:ie of being a
good neíghbor to local eomrnunities.

The following describes the purpose for these FilT payments;

ihe DeparÌmeni of ì;-iiei"ioi" website desc¡'ibes the ptli-pose of FILT
pay'ments es a way to "... heip iocal gCI\,/ernments carny out such ,",itai

services as firefigltting and poiice protection, cor:struction of public
sehools and noads, and searclz-and-reseue operations."

The National Assscratron of eçunties states that "pll-T payments are
neûessary to support essential lccai government services such as
ed ucaticn, e[netgeney serui*es, transportation inf¡'ast¡^uctu re, law
enfçrcernent and healtlt care in over 1,90Ð counties in 4g states, the
ûist¡.iet oí ûciumbia, Guam, Fuerto Rieo anci the u.s. virgin isiarrcis."
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ln a press release issued by congressman Derek Kilmer on June 25,
2021 he states "The Payments in Lieu of Taxes program supports critical
local services in rural communities across our region - including essential
community public health programs, job-creating infrastructure, and
firefighting,"

Clallam County has been the recipient of PILT funds from the Department of lnterior for
decades. Over the past 10 years Clallam County has received the following annual
PILï payments;

2024
2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015

$1,346,072.00
$1,236,499.00
$1 ,225,189.00
$1 ,155,239.00
$'t,101,495.00
$1,043,662.00
$1,368,2'11.00
$978,411.00
$969,665.00
$913,951 .00

1O-Year total $1 1 ,338,383.00

A study conducted by Olympic National Park in 2020 shows Hurricane Ridge, Lake
Crescent and Sol Duc as some of the most visited areas of the park. The fire district
provides emergency services to these highly visited areas of ONP. As noted, the
purpose of PILT funding is to offset or address the impacts that areas such as ONP
have on local agencies which provide essential government services.
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T-1^^ ¡;-^ l:^!-:^¿ r^¡ iie Íi'"e ûisi¡'¡cT Ðelieves that ihe pu¡'pose and inteni of the P|LT mone'li rece;ved from
the Department of Interior should benefit the agencies tasked with províding vital
services. lt is understood that Cialfam County does provide many of those services and
woufd receive the bulk of the annual PILT paynnents. Other agencies that are not part of
County goverr¡ment, who are ímpacted by ONP and also provide servíces, shoufd
receive an apprûpriate arnount tg offset those impacts.

The fire service will always continue io strive and ensure that the local romrnun¡ties and
region are a safe pNace to live and nvlsit. This ineludes botfi cur permanent residents, and
those who choose to visit o¡..¡¡" area. As one of the premier destinations within the
l.latíonal Park Senviee, Olynrpíe friational Park eontributes to rnillions of visitors each
year to the region. A National Fark Sen¡iee repofi shows that2,947,5t3 visítors eaiïe
to Ûlympic National Fark in 2023. A large portiCIn of those areas rece¡ve emergency
services from e iallarn 2 Fire-Rescue. This revenue sharing proposai is intencled to
offset the ímpact of prov[ding tf''rose services to Oiyrnpic National Park that are cL¡rrentNy
being funcJed prirnaniNy by loeal taxpayers.

h FILT Funding Proposal, Glallam 2 Fire-Rescue


