


























































































































































































































Proposed Revision to Conflict of Interest By-Law 

1. Disclosure and Participation in Working Sessions 
Any member of the Planning Commission who has an interest in any matter before 
the Planning Commission that would or could reasonably be perceived to prejudice 
their actions shall publicly disclose the nature of the conflict of interest prior to 
engaging in any discussions on the matter. Members with such a conflict may 
participate in working sessions for the purpose of providing factual information or 
expertise but shall not advocate for personal interests or unduly influence the 
outcome. 

2. Conduct During Working Sessions 
A member with a disclosed conflict of interest shall adhere to the same standards of 
decorum and impartiality expected of all Planning Commission members. If the 
member is deemed disruptive or unduly biased during the working session, the 
Chairperson may take appropriate action, including limiting their participation or 
referring the matter to the full Commission for resolution. 

3. Participation in Public Hearings and Actions 
Members with a conflict of interest shall abstain from voting on or participating in 
any Planning Commission action related to the matter. During public hearings, the 
member shall recuse themselves from the Planning Commission table and 
participate solely as a member of the public, with all rights and privileges afforded 
to the public, including the opportunity to provide testimony or commentary. 

4. Ex Parte Communications 
During deliberation on any quasi-judicial matter, no member shall engage in ex parte 
communications with opponents or proponents unless the member: 

o Places on the record the substance of any written or oral ex parte 
communications concerning the application. 

o Ensures a public announcement of the communication’s content and the 
parties’ rights to rebut the substance of the communication at each hearing 
where action is considered or taken. 

This prohibition does not preclude members from seeking specific information or data 
during public hearings if the request and responses are entered into the public record. 

5. Challenges Based on the Appearance of Fairness Doctrine 
Anyone seeking to disqualify a member of the Planning Commission based on the 



appearance of fairness doctrine must raise the challenge at the earliest opportunity 
after the basis for disqualification becomes known. 

6. Quorum and Decision-Making 
In the event a challenge to one or more members would cause a lack of quorum or 
failure to obtain a majority vote, the challenged member(s) may fully participate in 
the proceeding and vote as though the challenge had not occurred, provided the 
member(s) publicly disclose the basis for the potential disqualification prior to 
rendering a decision. 
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