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.HARTER Rå;:iäM M rssro N
223 East 4th Str€€t, Room 16O

Port Angeles, Washington
January 27, 2O2S - 5:30 p.m.

Notes for the Audience
r Assistive listening devices are available. Please notiff Clerk before the meeting if you would like a

SoundMate personal listening system.
o Please utilize the publíc comment sign-up sheets located at the front door.

**A of{**
charter Review commission meetings willalso be available virtually at:

!!Vryy9utd like to participate in the meeting via Zoom audio only, call 253-2Ls-g782 and use meeting
ID:875 56L7844 and passcode: 12345

If you would like to partícipate in the meeting via Zoom video conference, visit
https:llzoom.uslil97556t7844 and use meeting ID:875 5617}44and passcode: L2345

This meeting can be viewed on a live stream at this link: httos://www.clallamcountywa.qov/669/L¡ve-
Archived-Meetings-Onli ne

Public comment can be directed to the Clerk at 360-477-2256 or loni.Gores@clallamcountywa.qov

cAtL TO ORDER" pLEDcE OF AILEGTANCE, ROLL CALL

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

APPROVAT OF MTNUTES
o Meeting Minutes January L3,2025

PUBLIC COMMETIT ON AGENDA ITEi,lS - Phase timit comments to tñree minutes

coRRESPOf{ DENCE/ PETITIONS

I Í{TRODUCTIO N S OF CHARTER REVTEW COM ITI TSSTOT{ ERS

REPORTS
o Chair Repoft - Commissioner Fisch

o Nomination of Loni Gores, Clerk as CRC Secretary
o Public comment update
o May 26,2025 meeting date change to May 27, ZOZï

BUSINESS ITEMS
o Coroner discussion - Administrator Míelke
o Timeline discussion
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AGEilDA for the Meeting of Januaty 27, ZO2S
CHARTER REVTEW COMMISSIOT{
Page 2

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
o Bylaws and Rules Committee

PROPOSED CHARTER ARTICTE AMENDUENTS
o Process discussion - Commissioner Fisch

PUBLTC COMMENT - ptease timit comments to three minutes

GOOD OF THE ORDER/FUTURES AGI{EDA ITEMS

ADJOURNMENT

J : \public\Charter Review\202S\Agendas a nd Packets\0 t -27 -25 Chafter Review a genda. doo< 2



AGEI{DA for the Meeting of Janua ty 27, ZOZï
CHARTER REVIEW COM MISSION
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INSTRUCTIOilS FOR SPEAKING AT A
CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION MEETIilG:

' Members of the public wishing to address the Commission on general items may do so during the
designated times on the agenda.

' Members of the public wishing to comment at the public hearing are asked to sign ín on the sheet
provided giving their name, address and topic.o Public comment is lÍmited to 3 minutes for each speaker subject to the Commissions concurrence.

' Speakers, generally, will be heard in the order they signed uÞ. nlt comments must be made from the
speaker's rostrum and any indívidual making comments shalifirst state their name and address for
the official record.

' General comments, applause, booing from members of the audience are inappropriate and may
result in removal.

These guidelines are intended to promote an orderly system for conducting a public hearing so that each
person has an opportunity to be heard and to ensure that exercísing their iignl or free speõch
embarrasses no one.

Note:
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CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION UPCOMING MEETING DATES
Dates are subject to change as needed. For most up to date meeting information visit the

Clallam County CivicClerk Portal at: htþs://dãlhmcowa,poÉal.civicderkcom/

February L0, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
February 24,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
March L0,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
March 24, 2025 at 5130 p.m.
April L4,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
April 28, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
May L2,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
May 27,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
June 9, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
June 23, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
July 74,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
July 28,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
August LL, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
August 25, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
September 8,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
September 22,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
October L3,2025 at 5:30 p.m.
October 27, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
November I0, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
November 24, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
December B, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
December 22, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.

3J:\public\Charter Review\2025\Agendas and packets\01-27-25 Charter Review agenda.doo<



CHARTER REVTEW COMMISSION

DRAFT MINUTES

JANUARY 13,2025
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CI.ALLAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
MINUTES of January Lgt ZOZ5

OATHS OF OFFICE TO NEW COMMTSSIONERSo Loni Gores, MMC, Notary public administered the oaths of office

ROLL CAIL/INTRODUCTIONS OF COM TtI ISSION ERSo Gores administered roll call:
District I; Fisch, Benedict, Stoffer, Tozzer, and Fane (all
District II: Cameron, Morris, Noble, pickett, and Richards (
District IIï: Fleck, Hodgson, O'Donnell, Holy and Walde ( absent)

ELECTION OF OFFTCERS
o Election of Chair:

Fisch called for nominations for Chair
ACTION TAKEN: Stofñer nomlnated
(14 voted in favor of)
Fisch accepted the positíon

Susan Fisch for Chair, passed

¡ 1st Více Chair:
Fisch called for nominations for lst Chair
ACTION TAKEil: Benedict no
(7 voted in favor of and 7 voted
ACTION TAKEN: Stofñer for 1 , second; motion passed(7 voted in favor of and 7
Morris defers the position to
Noble accepted the position

a

Fisch called for for
nom for 2nd Chair, second; motion passed

(14 voted in
Hodgson accepted

o Parliamentarian:
Fisch called for nominatíons n
ACTTON TAKEN: Stoffier Ron Cameron for parlia mentarian, second
ACTION TAKEN: Benedict
(14 voted in favor of)
Cameron declined
Rod Fleck accepted the position

REQUEST FOR MODIFICATIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Richards requested to modifli the agenda under Prosecutíng Attorney legal counsel in antícipation that thecoroner issues comes up. He noted that the Prosecutor hai disqualified himself as being the countycommissioners representative on thís issue due to conflict of interest. He questioned if the prosecuting

SPECTAL MEETING OF THE CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSIOil (CRC)
Convening Chair Susan Fisch called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, Jànuary 13, 2025. Alsopresent were Commissioners Bill Benedict, Jim Stoffer , Jeff Tozzei, Alex rane, pón Cameron, patti Morris, ChrisNoble, Paul Pickett, Ron Richards, Rod Fleck, Mark Hodgson, christy Holy, anb cathy walde. Karen o,Donnellwas absent.

'':'l)) '
,,4ti :,..,

'.'/',:/
':/l'

o
o
o

Morris

Rod Fleck fo¡ Parliamentarian, second; motion passed

t/1.r.r..;,.. 
.z't;///i:i4,,

tr
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CLALLAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSTOT{
MII{UTES of Janua ty L3,2O2S
Page 2

Attorney's office should be acting as the legal advísor for the CRC. He would like the CRC to consider asking the
Prosecutor to get an independent attorney advisor.
Fisch commented she will add that as an issue on the agenda when the CRC gets to the legal counsel. She
noted that perhaps the Prosecuting Attorney's office woutd be open to questions after their introduction,
No additíonal modificatíons were requested.
ACTIOT{ TAKEN: No objection to the agenda as modified

Richards commented on the 3 minutes public comment rule. He would like the bylaws changed to allow 5
minutes for public comment. Fleck responded that he has a drive home and City I meetings starting at7:30 pm. He also only gets 2 mínutes to comment at the Board of Natural Resou 3 minutes at the
state senate meetings, He believes 3 minutes is normal for comments. Fisch that r the current
meeting the CRC will follow the 2020 bylaws of 3 minutes.

stoffer questioned the absence of Karen o'Donnell. Fisch responded
that anyone from the Commission has resigned

a

PUBLIC COMME]TT
o Norma Turner, Port Angeles, thanked the¡ Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, thanked the Commissioners for

INTRODUCTIONS - STAFF SUPPORT
Legal Counsel- Dee Boughton, Civil Deputy ng Attorney

has any information

representí citizens

com I be the legal counsel

Admin
nted that he is here to serve the

last name ís wrong on the agenda. His emailaddress is

rs
commented that she is here to serve the

requests.

Officer

Dee Boughton, Chief Civil Deputy, Prosecuting
to the CRC. He plans to attend meetings virtually on

r Commissioners Office - Todd M
Todd Míelke, County Admin
Charter Review Commission.

. Clerk - Loni Gores, Clerk of
Loni Gores, Clerk of m
Charter Review

a Lane, Clallam
Mark Lane, Offícer,
Review Commission.

commented that he ís here to serue the Charter
that if are any questíons regarding budget, he is available to assist,

- Prosecuting Attorney's Office - Dee Boughton
Public Records Ofäce - Jesse Major
Public Meetings Act and Public Records Act training. cRC Members asked

Drscussrot{
o Open Public Meeti
¡ Public Records Act

Boughton and Major províded
questions and held díscussíon.

Richards questioned if they have ínformation to be sent to the CommissÍon should they send it to the Clerk and
she can forward. Boughton responded that it is best practice to send information to the Clerk to forward to the
Commissíon.

6



CLALI.AM COUilTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
MINUTES of January tg, 2O2S
Page 3

o Discussion regarding chaÉer, code and policy difrercnces - Dee Boughton
Boughton províded a handout in the agenda packet regaiding the differences be¡¡¡eãn county Chafter, Codeand Policy. CRC Members had no questions.

o Bylaws and Rules of prooedures

' Bylaw
Stoffer requested that the CRC accept the 2020 bylaws because the CRC needs a template to work from themove fonruard. Once those have been approved the members can establish a commíttee for edits. He noted thatthere needs to be a basis on how the CRC moves forward in the meetíng.
ACTION TAKET{: Stoffier moved to adopt the 2O2O

CRC Members held discussion on the original motion.

comfortable not referring to the prosecuting Attorney's
He requests to amend the motion.

bylaws, Morris

led

.42,' .r..//.:.::.t..,.

Ríchards commented that he has concerns regarding Article VI and
Article VI Secûon 1. All nqurries or requests for legal opnions or be
Attorney's Offi?e at such times and tn such manner as the may decide.
He stated it avoids a conflict tonight. He also noted there is a

ACTIOT{ TAKET{: Richards moved to amend the original
legal opinions and request shall be refened cRc
the commission may decide, Noble second

the Prosecuting

feels he wou
ly with Coroner issue

all inquiries or requests for
times and in such matterc

failed

The CRC willform a committee to

,
(2 voted in favor of and 12 voted opposed)

CRC Members held discussion on the amended motion.

CRC Members held discussion on

Fisch clarified that the orig is to the 2020
continue to review and edit the

/l

Hodgson requested orÍg
ACTIOÍ{ TAKET{: to motion to include the language from theoriginal form a ittee consisting of one representative fromeach d second;

Discussion was held he

Stoffer withdraws his the motion

Hodgson withdraws his

Orioinal Motion:
ACTION TAKEI|: Stoffer moyed to adopt the 2O2O bylaws, Morris second; motion passed
(14 voted in favor of)

AcTIoN TAKEN: Stoffer moved to establish a bylaws and rules committee made up of oneCommissioner from each district to review the by'aws and rules, Hodgson secondj mofion passed
(14 voted in favor of)

n
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CLALI.AM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
MINUTES of JanuarV I3u ZO2S
Page 4

o Rules
ACTION TAKEN: Fleck moved to adopt the 202O rules subject to the committee that was
established for review, Morris second; motion passed
(14 voted in favor of)

o County Email Update - LoniGores, Clerk
Gores mentioned that all CRC Members have been set up
December 3L,2025. This will assist in the public Records
agreements to IT so they can set those accounts up.

with a County email address from January 1 through
requirements. She willforward the 3 remaining user

suggested to hold the meetings starting at 5:30 p.m. CRC Members
ACTIOT{ TAKEil: Cameron moved
Walde second; motion passed

to hold meetings on the

(13 voted in favor of and 1 voted opposed)

a Discussion ftems for Ne¡<t l,leeting
Coroner Topic
Town Hall Meetings

o 2O25 Meeting Schedule
CRC members discussed the meeti
2nd and 3.d Tuesday of each month

COTIIMITTEE
Fisch suggested forming

o Bvlaws and Rules

ng schedule, location and length. Gores the 2nd
are avaílable in the Board of Commi

and 4th Monday or
160. It was

month,

o
o
o
o
o
o

Collecting Information from public and pu
Timeline to comply
CRC priorities roundtable
Charter position vacancy

ls

,i

rules, and town loutreach committees.

and rules committee.

Coroner topic before a committee is formed.
Coroner presentation for the next meeting.

4/

to

o
Stoffer, Morris, to serue on the town hall outreach committee.

PUBLIC COMMENT .; '
. Terry Golden, Port Angeles, commented on public records

' Pepaí Whípple, Sequim, thanked the Commissioners for their service, commented on County meetings,
bylaws, County CommissÍoner holding meetings that the public can't attend, Town Hall Meeting, -o Karin Cummins, Sequim, thanked the Commissioners for iheir service, public comment time limit, ethics
committee

o Ed Bowen, Clallam Baç commented on 2020 Charter Review Commission, roundtable list of topics,
Coroner topic

¡ Eric Fehrmann, Sequim, commented on County Commissioners'response at meetings

B



CI.AITAM COUilTY CHARTER REVTËW COMMISSTOIT
i,lItlUTES of lanuaty L3,2O2S
Page 5

ITETIIS FOR THE GOOD OF THE OR.DERr Mileage reimbursement forms
Gores noted that mileage forms are due to her every two months. Mileage is calculated from your home to the
courthouse. You can collect mileage from your home to each district town hall meeting.

¡ Díscussion was held regarding Charter Review Commissioner Karen O,Donnell
Gores noted that she has not been contacted by Karen o,Donnell to resign.

AD¡OURIIMEÍ{T - Meerins concluded at746 p.m.

Respectfully su bmitted,

LoniGores, MMC
Clerk to the Charter Review Commission

Approved:

9



CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION PUBLTC COMMENT SIGN.UP SHEET

General Pr¡blic Comment - lst Session

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Wash that anytestimony that I give is true and accurate.

N9 PRINTED I{AME SIGNATURE
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CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION PUBLTC COMMENT SIGN.UP SHEET

General Public Comment - 2nd Session

f declare under penalty of periury under tfie laws of the State of Washin that anytestimony that I give is true and accurate.
Íle PRTNTED NAME SIGNATURE
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CHARTER REVIEW COM MISSION

BUSINESS ITEMS

Coroner discussion

L2



1/21125' 12:22PM RcW 36.16.030: Elective county ofricers enumerated. (<i>Effective until January 1,zo2s.<li>l

RCW 36.1ð"û3S

Elective county officers enumerated. (Effective until January 1, 2025.)

Except as provided elsewhere ¡n th¡s section, ¡n every county there shall be elected from among the qualified voters of the county a county assessor, a countyaud¡tor' a county clerk, a county coroner, three county commìssioners, a county prosecuting attorney, 
" 

couniy sheriff, and a county trêasurer, except that ¡n eâch countywith a populat¡on of less than forty thousand no coroner shall be elected and the prosecuting attorney shafl bé ex officio coroner. whenever the population of a countyincreases to forty thousand or more, the prosecuting attorney shall continue as ex officio coroner until a coroner is elected, at the next general election at which the office ofprosecuting attorney normally would be elected, and assumes office as provided in Rcw 2s4,60.280. ln any county where the population has once attained forty thousandpeople and a current coroner is in office and a subsequent census ¡ndicates less than forty thousand peopte, the counÇ legislative authoríty may maintain the office ofcoroner by resolution or ordinance' lf the county legislative authority has not passed a resolution or enacted an ordinance to maintain the office of corone¡ the electedcoroner shall remain in offìce for the remainder of the term for which he or she was elected, but no coroner shall be elected at the next election at which that office wouldotherwise be filled and the prosecuting attorney shall be the ex officio coroner. ln a county with a population of two hundred fifty thousand or more, the county legislativeauthority may replace the office of coroner with a medical examiner system and appoint a medical examiner as specified ¡n Rcw 36.24.19û. Any county may enter into aninterlocal agreement under chapter 39'34 RCW with an adjoining county for the piovislon of coroner or medical examiner services. A nonchartêr county may have ¡vecounty commissioners as provided in Rcw 36.32.0.rû and 36.32.0sJ flrrough 36.32.0ssa.

[202fc127s5;2015c53s61;1996c108s1;1991c363ss46,47;fsgûc252sB;1963e4s36.16.030.prior:1955c15?s5;prior:(i)code1881s2707;1869p
310ss1-3; 1863p549ss1-3; 1854p424ss1-3; RRSs4083.(ii)code1881 s2738; 1863p552s1;1854p42Ss1;RRSs4106.(i¡¡) 1sg1 csst;RRs s4127.(iv)189{1 p478s1;1886o164s1;'1883p39s.t;Code18g1 s2752;1869p402s1;1854p428s1;RRSs4140.(v) jg¿Ktc13gs1;Code1BB1 s2766; t863Þ55?s j;1854p434s1; Rem.supp' 1949s4155. (vi)code'1881s2775,part;1863p559s1,part;18s4p436s1, part; RRS s4176,paft.(vii)1933c.f36s2;1s25ex"s.cf48s2;RRSs4200-2a.(viii)1937c19?s.t;1933c136s3;19ZEex.s.c14Bs3;RRSs4200_3a.(ix)1937"iSZua;1933c136s4;1925ex.s.cj48s4;RRSs4200-
4a. (x) 1927 c 37 s l; 1890 p 304 s Z; RRS s 4205_1.1

NOTES:

Exp¡rat¡on date-2021 c 127 s Si "Section 5 of this âct expires January i, 2025." [ 2021 c 117 s 10.]

Effective dates-199r c 363 ss 28, 29, 33, 47 , r 3l : see note following Rcw 2sA.343.ô60.

Purpose--captions not raw-i991 c 363: See notes foilowing Rcw 2.32.1s0.

RCW 36.16.03CI

Elective county officers enumerated. (Ellectlve January 1, 2025.)

Except as prov¡ded elsewhere in lhis section, in every county there shall be elected from among the qual¡fied voters of the county a county assessor, a countyauditor' a county clerk, a county coroner, three county commissioners, a county prosecuting attorney, ã"orniy sheriff, and a county treasurer, except that ¡n each countywith a population of less than furty thousand the county legislative authority mãy determine that no coroner shall be elected and instoad appo¡nt a coroner. ln a county witha population of two hundred fifty thousand or more, the county legislative authoiity may replace the office of coroner with a medical exam¡ner systêm and appoint a medicalexaminer as specifìed in RCW 36'24'190. Any county may enter into an interlocaiagreement under chapter 39.34 RCW with an adjoining county for the provision ofcoroner or medical examiner services. A noncharter county may have five county commissioners as provided in Rcw 36.32.û1û and 36.32.055 through 36,32.û55g.

12821c127s4;2015c53s61;1996c108s't;1991c363ss46,47;19s0c252s8;{963c4s36.16.030.prior:.t955c157ss;prior:(i)code1881s2zo7;1869p
310ss1-3;1863p549ss1-3; 1854p424ss1-3; RRSs4083.(ii)code'1881 s2738; .t863p552s1;18s4p426s1;RRSs4106.(iii)1891 

c5s1;RRS s4127.(iv)1890 p478s 1; {886p164s 1; {883p39s 1; Code 1BB1 s2752;1869p402s 1;1854p428s 1; RRSs4140. (v)1943c119s 1; Code 1881 s2766;1t63p SSTs 1;1854p434s1;Rem'supp. 1949s4155'(vi)code1881 s2775,part;1863p559s1,part; 1854p436s1,part; RRS s4176,pat1.(vii).t933c136s1; 19zjex.s.c148s2;RRSs4200'2a'(viii)1937t197s1;1933c136s3;1925ex.s.c148s3;RRSs4200-3a.(ix)193zcisz.a;19t3c116s4;192sex.s.c148s4;RRss4200-
4a. (x) 1927 c 37 s 1; 1890 p J{t4 s Z; RRS s 42OS-1.1

NOTES:

Effective dale-2o21 c 't27 ss 4 and ô: "sections 4 and 6 of this act take effect January 1,2025." [202.t c 127 s 9.]

Effective dates-lggl c 363 ss 28,29,33,41,1J1: see note following Rcw 2sA.343.660.

Purpose-Captíons not law-lg9l c 363: See notes following RCW 2.32.1g0.

https:i/app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36. 
1 6.030

r.3

1t1



1121125, 12:24 PM RCW 36.16.030: Elective county officers enumerated. (<i>Effective until January 1 , 2025.</i>)

RCW 36"16.û3û

Elective county officers enumerated. (Effective untit January 1, 2025.)

Except as provided elsewhere in this section, in every county there shall be elected from among thequalified voters of the county a county assessor, a county auditor, a county clerk, a county coroner, three
county commissioners, a county prosecuting attorney, a county sheriff, and a county treasurer, except that in
each county with a population of less than forty thousand no coroner shail be elected and the prosecuting
attorney shall be ex officio coroner. Whenever the population of a county increases to forty thousand or more,
the prosecuting attorney shall continue as ex officio coroner until a coroner is elected, at the next generat
election at which the office of prosecuting attorney normatly would be elected, and assumes office as
provided in RCW 29A.60"280. ln any county where the population has once attained forty thousand people
and a current coroner is in office and a subsequent census indicates less than forty thousand people, the
county legislative authority may maintain the office of coroner by resolution or ordinance. lf the county
legislative authority has not passed a resolution or enacted an ordinance to maintain the office of coroner, the
elected coroner shall remain in office for the remainder of the term for which he or she was elected, but no
coroner shall be elected at the next election at which that office would otherwise be filled and the prosecuting
attorney shall be the ex officio coroner. ln a county with a population of two hundred fifty thousand or more,
the county legislative authority may replace the office of coroner with a rnedical examiner system and appoint
a medical examiner as specified in RCW 36.24.190. Any county may enter into an interlocal agreement under
chapter 39"34 RcW with an adjoining county for the provision of coroner or medical examiner services. A
noncharter county may have five county commissioners as provided in RCW 36.32.010 and 36.32"055
through 36.32.055S.

12A21 c127 s5;2S15c53s61;1996c108s 1;1991 c363ss46,47;1990 cZSZsB;,!963c4s
36"16-030' Prior:1955c'!5?s5; prior: (i)Code 1881 s 2707;1869p310ss 1-3; 1863p549ss 1-3; 1BS4p
424ss 1-3; RRS s4083. (ii) code 1881 s 2738;18s3 p 5s2 s 1;i854 p 426s 1;RRS s4106. (iii) 1891 c 5 s1;RRSs4127.(iv)1890p47&s1;1886p164s,!;1883p39s1;Code1BB1 s2752;1869p402s1;1854
p 428 s 1; RRS s4140. (v) 1943 c 139 s"t;Code 1881 s 2766; iE6B p S57 s 1;1854 p434s 1; Rem. Supp.1949s4155.(vi) Code1881 s2775,part; 1863p559s1,part; 1854p436s1,part; RRSs4176,part.(vii)
1933ctr36s2;1925êx.s.e148s2; RRSs42o0-2a.(viii)1937c197s1;,t933c.!36s3; 1925ex.s.c148
s 3; RRSs4200-3a. (ix) 1937c 19?s2; '!933c 136s4; f g25ex.s. e l48s4; RRS s420e-4a.(x) 1922 c37s 1; 1890 p 304 s 2; RRS s 4205-1.1

NOTES:

Expiration date-2021 c 127 s 5: "section 5 of this act expires January 1,2025." l1gz't c 12? s
10.1

Effective dates-1991 c 363 ss 29, 29,33,47,131: See note following RCW 2gA"A43.66û.

Purpose-Captions not law-í991 c 363: See notes following RCW 2.32.,!g0.

RCW 36"16"030

Elective county officers enumerated. (Effective January 1, 202s.)
Except as provided elsewhere in this section, in every county there shall þe elected from among thequalified voters of the county a county assessor, a county audito¡ a county clerk, a county coroner, three

county commissíoners, a county prosecuting attorney, a county sheriff, and a county treasurer, except that il4
https:/iapp. leg.wa.gov/RCWdefault.aspx?cite=36. 1 6. 030

1t2



1121/25'12:24PM RcW36.16.030: Electivecountyoffìcersenumerated.(<i>Effectiveuntil January 1,2o25.<ti>)

each county with a population of less than forty thousand the county legislative authority may determine that
no coroner shall be elected and instead appoint a coroner. ln a county with a population of two hundred fifty
thousand or more, the county legislative authority may replace the office of coroner with a medical examiner
system and appoint a medical examiner as specified in RCW 36.24.1Ðt. Any county may enter into an
interlocal agreement under chapter 39"34 RCW with an adjoining county for the provision of coroner or
medical examiner services. A noncharter county may have five county commissioners as provided in RCW
36"32.010 and 3S"32"G55 through 3ñ.t2.t558.

12ß21ctr27s4;2015c53sS1;'!996efOSs1;1991c363ss4G,47;{Ðg$cZFZsB;1963c4s
36"{S.03û' Prior: f 955 c 157 s 5; prior: (i) Code 1881 s 2707;1869 p 310 ss 1-3; 1863 p 549 ss 1-3; 1g54 p
424ss1-3; RRSs4083.(ii)Code1B81 s2Z3B;1863pSS2s1;1B54prt26s1;RRSs4106.(iii)fBS1 e5s'!;RRSs4127.(iv)1s9CIp4?8s1;1886pi64s't;1s83p39s,!;code1881 s2752;1869p402s1;1ss4
p428 s'l;RRS s4140' (v) 1943 c 139 s'!;Code 1881 s 2766:1863 p 557 s f ;1854 p 434 s 1;Rem. Supp.
1949 s 4155- (vi) Code 1881 s 2775, part; 1863 p 559 s 1, part;1854 p436 s 1,part; RRS s 4176, part. (vii)'t933c136s2;1925êx.s"c148s2; RRSs42}0-2a.(viii)1937c197s'!;1033c136s3; 1925ex.s"c148
s 3; RRS s42Q0-3a. (ix) 193? e '!97 s 2; 1933 c'!36 s4; 't925 Êx.s" G 148 s 4; RRS s4200-4a. (x) t9Z7c B7
s 1;1890 p 304 s 2; RRS s4205-1.1

NOTES:

Effective date-2021 c 127 ss 4 and 6: "Sections 4 and 6 of this act take effect January 1,2025¡
I2A21c 127 s 9.1

Effective dates-1991 c 363 ss 28, 29, 33, 47, 131: See note following RCW 28A.B43"66S.

Purpose-Gaptions not law-1991 c 363: See notes following RCW 2.32.1g0.

https://app.leg.wa. gov/RCWdefault. aspx?cite=36. I 6.030
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Eligibility of county Prosecuting Attorneys To
Be Appointed county coroner After Jan uary 1 ,

2025
AGO 2024 No. 3 - Aug 22 2024

Attorney Generøl

coRoNER - COUNTIES - APPOINTMENT - PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 
-STATUTORY AUTHORTW - Etigibitity of county

Prosecuting Attorneys To Be Appointed county coroner After January t,2o25

RcW 36'16'030 currently requires that county prosecutors in counties with populations of less than 40,000 perform the
services of coroner, but effective January l,2025,that statute will no longer so require. After Januar y t,2o2il,generat
statutory prohibitions on coroners practicing law will preclude county prosecuting attorneys from acting as both coroner
and prosecutor.

August 22,2024

The Honorable Amy Vira

San Juan County Prosecutíng Attorney
350 Court Street

Friday Harboç WA 98205

The Honorable Dolly Hunt

Pend Oreille County Prosecutíng Attorney
229 S Garden Avenue

Newport, WA 99156-5070
Cite As:

AGO 2024 No.3

C. Dale Slack

Columbia County Prosecuting Attorney
2L5 E Clay Street

Dayton, WA 99328

Dear Prosecutors Vira, Hunt, and Slack:

By letter previously acknowledged, you have requested our opinion on the following question

https://wrvw.atg.wa.gov/ago-opinionsieligibility-counÇ-prosecuting-attorneys-be-appointed-county-coroner-after-january- 
I
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May a county legislatÍve authority for a county wíth a populatíon of less than 40,000 appoint the prosecuting attorney to
perform the services of the county coroner after January L, 2025, the effective date of the 2O2Lamendments to RcW
36.L6.030?

BRIEF ANSWER

No' As of January 1',2025, the prosecuting attorney ín a county with a population of less than 40,000 will no longer be
statutorily required to act as coroner. ln the absence of that statutory requirement, statutory prohibitions on coroners
practicing law, contained in RCW 36.24.L7o and RCW 2.48.200, would preclude the prosecuting attorney from acting as both
coroner and

[originalpage 2]

prosecutor after January I,2025. Our conclusion is further supported by the legislative history of recent statutory
amendments, which indícates that the legíslature intended to separate roles of prosecuting attorney and coroner.

BACKGROUND

Your request focuses on the legislature's 202L amendments to RCW 36.L6.030, a statute enumerating the elective
county officers in washington. The 2021 amendments removed the requirement that the prosecuting attorney act as coroner
in counties with populations of less than 40,000 people. Although we believe that two other statutes, RCW 36.24.110 and
RCW 2.48.200, resolve your question, we provide a brief overview of the 2021amendments for context. Laws of 2O2L, ch.
r27, 55 4,9.

Since approximately 1925, the prosecuting attorney has been ex officiotll coroner in countíes with populations of less
than 40,000 people- RCW 36.16.030; Laws of Ig25, Lst Ex. Sess, ch. 148, S 2. RcW 36.16.030 currently states:

[l]n every county there shall be elected from among the qualífied voters of the county a county assessor, a county auditor; a
county clerk, a county coroneL three county commissioners, a county prosecuting attorney, a county sheriff, and a county
treasurel except that in each county with a populatíon of tess thon forty thousond no coroner shott be elected and the
prosecutíng attorney shall be ex officio coroner.

(Emphasis added.)

ln202t, the legislature passed Engrossed Substitute House B¡ll 1326,67th Leg., Reg. Sess. (Wash. 2021), which
adopted a variety of provisions relating to coroners and medical examiners. Laws of 2021,, ch. I27. Of particular relevance
here, the legislature amended Rcw 36.16.030 to provide an expiration date for the current requirements relating to county
coroners and to provide new requirements effective January 1,,2025. Laws of 202L, ch.I27, gg 4, s, g,10. Beginning January
I,2025, in counties with populations of less than 40,000, the coroner will either be elected or be appointed by the county
legislative authority. Laws of 2021, ch.127, 55 4, 9. Specifically, effective January 1,,2025, RCW 36.16.030, ín relevant part,
will read:

[l]n every county there shall be elected from among the qualified voters of the county a county assessor, a county audítoç a
county clerk, a county coroneL three county commissioners, a county prosecuting attorney, a county sheriff, and a county
treasurel except that in each county w¡th ü populdtion of less than forty thousand the county legistative authority moy
determine that no coroner shall be elected and ¡nsteod oppoint ct coroner.

[original page j]

Laws of 202L, ch. r27,95 4, 9 (emphasis added). RCW 36.L6.030 does not address whom the county may appoint as county
coroner.

ANATYSIS

hitps://wtrvw.atq 'wa 'gov/ago-opinions/eligibility-county-prosecuting-attorneys-be-appointed-county-coroner-after-january-1
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You asked whether a county legíslative authority in a county with a population less than 40,000 may appoint the
prosecuting attorney to perform the services of the county coroner after January 1,,2025. Your question calls for our
construction of RCW 36.16.030 and the statutes governing county coroners, found in RCW 36.24. Based on RCW 36.16.030
and RCW 36.24.170, we conclude that in a county with a population of less than 40,000, a prosecuting attorney may not act
as coroner after January 1',2025.1n the absence of the statutory requirement for the prosecuting attorney to act as coroner,
statutory prohibitions on coroners practicing law would preclude the prosecutíng attorney from performing both roles. Our
conclusion is further supported by the legislatíve history of the 2021 amendments.

We begin the inquiry by considering what the legislature intended when it amended RCW 36.16.030 to remove the
requirement that prosecutíng attorneys act as ex officio coroners in countíes with populations of less than 40,000. The goal
of statutory interpretation is to determine and give effect to the legislature's intent. Wash. Stote Ass'n of Cntys. v. Stote, L99
Wn.2d L, Lo, 502 P'3d 825 (2022). To do so, we start with the plain language of the text, considering the context of the
statutes or provísions at issue, amendments to the provisions, related provisions, and the overall statutory scheme. Stote ex
rel. Banks v. Drummond,IST Wn.2d I57,770,385 p.3d 769 (20J,61.

RCW 36.L6.030 (effective January L,2025) does not address whether the county legislative authority in a county with a
population of less than 40,000 may appoint the prosecuting attorney to continue to perform the duties of coroner. Because
the plain language of that statute does not address your question, we consider related statutes to help resolve the question.
See Drummond,],87 Wn.2d at17O.

RCW 36.24.179t21 prohibits coroners from practicing law. RCW 36.24.170 provides: "The coroner shall not appear or
practice as attorney in any court, except in defense of himself or herself or his or her deputies." RCW 2.48.200 also prohibits
coroners from practícing law, stating that "[n]o person shall practice law who holds a commission as judge in any court of
record, or as sheriff or coroner . . .". We presume that the legislature does not intend to create inconsistent statutes, and so
we seek to interpret statutes harmoniously. Associated Gen. contractors of wash. v. state,544 p.3d 4g6,496 (wash. 2024').
Accordingly, we strive to interpret Rcw 36.16.030 in harmony with Rcw 36.24.170 and Rcw 2.4g.200.

[original page 4]

ln 1976, our office opined that RCW 36.24.170 does not prohibit the prosecuting attorney ín a county with a

population of less than 4O,OO0l3l from performing the duties of coroner. AGLO 1976 No. 30, ln reaching our conclusion, we
relied on RCW 36.16.030's requirement that the prosecuting attorney perform the coroner's duties in a county with a

population of less than 40,000. AGLO 1-976 No. 30, at 2-3. Under RCW 36.L6.030, one of the prosecuting attorney,s statutory
duties was to act as coroner. AGLO 1976 No. 30, at2-3. But, as previously explained, the legislature has since amended RCW
36.L6.030 (effective January 1',2025) to remove the requirement that prosecuting attorneys in counties with less than 40,000
people act as coroner. Laws of 2O2L, ch. L27 ,55 4, 9. As a result, because the basis of our earlíer opinion has changed, our
interpretation of RCW 36.24.L7O has also changed,

lnterpreting RCW 36.16.030 (effective January 1",2025) to allow a county to appoint a prosecuting attorney to act as
coroner would conflict with the statutory prohíbítions on a coroner practicing law. Without the express statutory
requirement for the prosecuting attorney to act as coroner, the plain language of RCW 96.24.170 and RCW 2.4g.200 would
preclude the prosecuting attorney from acting as both prosecutíng attorney and coroner. SeeState v. Twitchell,6l Wn.2d 403,
406-07,378 P.zd 444 (1963) (noting that a deputy prosecutor would be disqualified from practicing law if they accepted a
commission as deputy sheriff under RCW 36.28.110 and RCW 2.49.200).

Our conclusion is also supported by the legislative history behind the 2021 amendments. The sequential versions of
the bill, amendments, and testimony demonstrate the legislature's intent to separate the roles of prosecuting attorney and
coroneI and to withdraw its authorization for the prosecuting attorney to perform the coroner's dutíes. The original bill
proposed that all counties elect their coroner, which would separate the prosecuting attorney and the coroner. H.B. 1326,
67th Leg., Reg. Sess. (Wash. 2021') (as introduced).lalThen, the House passed a substitute bill, which authorized the county
legislative authority of counties wíth populatíons of less than 40,000 to "determine that no coroner shall be elected and

https://www.atg.wa.gov/ago-opinions/eligibility-county-prosecuting-attorneys-be-appointed-county-coroner-after-january- 
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instead appoint a coroner or direct the prosecuting attorney [to] serve as ex-officio coroner." Engrossed Substitute H.B.1326,
67th Leg., Reg. Sess. (Wash. 2021). Once in the Senate, Senator Kuderer introduced and the Senate adopted an amendment
to "[r]emove[] the option for the prosecuting attorney to serve as ex-officio coroner."[s] 1326-5.E AMS HLG Sztg7.t,
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Document /23334L#t oolbar=...
(https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Document /23334l#toolbar=0&navpanes=0) (Engrossed Substitute H.B.
1326, as amended by the

[originalpage 5]

Senate). Senator Kuderer testified that "one of the reasons that the committee striking amendment was adopted, because
that amendment removes the ability of a county to appoint a prosecuting attorney to act in the capacity of a coroner and
that is loecause there is a direct conflict of interest in that." sen. Floor Deb. on substitute H.B. 1326, 67th Leg., Reg. sess.
(Wash. Apr' 3, 2O2L), at 32:05, video recording byTVW, Washington State's public Affairs Network,
https://www.tvw.orglwatch/?clientlD=9375922947&eventlD=2O27O4hO4O (https://www.tvw.orglwatch/?
clientlD=9375922947&eventlD=202L0 41040). Although "[o]ne legislator's comments from the floor ordinarily are not
determinative of legislative intent," courts presume that legislators understand the meaning of the amendments that they
propose. Nelson v. P.S.C., lnc., 2 Wn.3d 227 , 24L,535 P.3d 41.8 (2023) (citing Duke v. Boyd, I33 Wn.2d gO, g7, g42 p.Zd 35I
(1997)). lnterpreting RCW 36.16.030 as allowíng a county to appoint a prosecuting attorney to act as coroner would
fundamentally frustrate the legislature's intent as expressed during the legislative process, and such an approach would be
contrary to our goal of advancing the legislature's intent. See Nelson,2 Wn.3d at237-3g (rejecting interpretatíon that would
frustrate the legislature's intent).

Your request mentions the doctrine of incompatible offices. The common-law doctrine of incompatible offices
prohibits someone from simultaneously holding two incompatible offices. AGO 2016 No. 7, at 3, "Offices are incompatible
when the nature and duties of the offices are such as to render it improper, from consideration of public policy, for one
person to retain both." Kennett v. Levine,50 Wn.2d 2!2,2L6,31O P.zd 244 (1957).lmportantly, the doctríne applies ,,in the
absence of specific statutory provisions governing the positions in question." AGLo L973 No. g0, at 3. Here, both RCW
36.24'170 and RCW 2-48'2Oo prohibit a coroner from practicing law. Therefore, we need not apply the common law doctrine
of incompatible offices to answer your question.

Your request could be interpreted as asking whether a county has the authority to assign substantive duties to the
prosecuting attorney in addition to their statutory duties, or to require the prosecuting attorney to exercise the powers and
perform the duties of both the prosecuting attorney and the county coroner. The Washington Constitution delegates to the
legislature the authority to prescribe the duties of prosecuting attorneys and to require certain officers to "exercise the
powers and perform the duties of two or more officers." Const. art. Xl, 5 5. Although your request could potentially implícate
issues related to article Xl, section 5 of the Washington Constitution, we do not belíeve it is necessary to address them
because we resolve your question on statutory grounds. Like courts, we generally avoid reaching constitutíonal issues where
the issues can be resolved on othergrounds. Tunstallex rel.Tunstallv. Bergeson,!4Lwn.2d 2o!,210,5 p.3d 691(2000). And
here, we are able to resolve the inquiry based on statutory interpretation, and therefore do not reach any potential
constitutional issues.

We want to emphasíze that Attorney General Opinions answer broad legal questíons and are not intended to resolve
any particular case. This opinion expresses no view on what the remedy should be, if any, íf the principles discussed here
were not followed in a particular case. Such issues are beyond the scope of this opinion and might turn on a variety of facts
specific to the case.

[originalpage 6]

ln conclusion, RCW 36.24.170 and RCW 2.48.200 will prohibit a prosecutíng attorney from performing the services of
the county coroner when the 2021 amendments to RCW 36.16.030 go into effect on January L, ZOZ5.

https://www.atg.wa. gov/ago-opinions/eligibility-couniy-prosecuting-attorneys-be-appointed-county-coroner-after-january- 
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We trust that the foregoing will be useful to you.

ROBERTW. FERGUSON

Attorney General

KIERA MILLER

Assistø nt Alto rney Gene ra I

wro

[1] Ex officio means "[b]y virtue or because of an office." Ex officio, Black's Low Dictionary (1,Lthed. 20L9).

[2] The prohibition on coroners practicíng law was oríginally codified in the same statute as the prohibition on sheriffs
practicing law. Laws of L854, 5 5, at 434 ("No sheriff, deputy sheriff, or coroner, shall appear or practice as attorney in any
court, except ín defen[s]e of themselves or their deputies; and either of said officers, for a víolation of this section, shaf I

forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars."). Coroners and sheriffs were later separated into two statutes. See RCW 36.24.t70;
see also RCW 36.2s.L10 (providing "[n]o sheríff shall appear or practice as attorney in any court,,).

[3] AGLO 1976 No. 30 refers to fourth class counties. ln L976, fourth class counties were counties with a population of less
than 40,000 people. Former Rcw 36.13.070, repeoled by Laws of 1991, ch. 363, s 163.

l4l See Hr'g on H.8.1326 Before the Sen. Housing and Local Gov't Comm .,67th Leg., Reg. Sess. (Wash. Mar.16,2o2I), at
29:24to29:52,video recording byTVW, washington State's PublícAffairs Network, https://www.tvw.org/watch/?
clientlD=9375922947&eventlD=2021.03130O (https://www.tvw.orglwatch/?client tD=9375922947&evenilD=2021031300)
(bill sponsor Representative Lekanoff noting that removing prosecuting attorneys from the role of coroner was one of the
prímary goals of the legislation).

[5] See Hr'g on H.B. L326 Before the Sen. Housing and Local Gov't Comm ., 67th Leg., Reg. Sess. (wash. Mar.23, 2021), at
05:36, video recording byTYW, Washington State's Public Affairs Network, https://www.tvw.org/watch/?
clientlD=9375922947&eventlD=2021031490 (https://wwwtvw.orglwatch/?client tD=9375922947&evenilD =2O2IO3I49O)
(statement of Senator Kuderer).

https://wwwatg.wa.gov/ago-opinions/eligibility-county-prosecutíng-attorneys-be-appointed-county-coroner-after-lanuary-1
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913124, 11:48 AM RCW 36.24.170: Coroner not to practice law.

PDF RCW 36.24.170

Coroner not to pract¡ce law.

The coroner shall not appear or practice as attorney in any court, except in defense of himself or
herself or his or her deputies.

[2009c549s4039; 1963c4s36.24.170.Prior:1891 c45s ,part; Code1881 s2TTO,part; 1863p
558 s 5, part; 1854 p 434 s 5, part; RRS s 4171, part.l

https://app. leg.wa. gov/RCWidefault.aspx?cit e=36.24.17e
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such other places as the commissioners deem appropriate.

Section 3.5O: Resolutions
(Amendment proposed by the Chafter Review Commission and deleted by the
voters November B, 1983.)

ARTTCLE IV - OTHER ELECTED OFFICTALS
Section 4.1O1 Composition

Elected county officials in addition to the County Commissioners shall
include the Auditor, Assessor, Treasurer, Director of the Department of
Community Development, Sheriff, Prosecuting Attorney, and Judges of the
Superior and District Courts. The Director oi the Department of Óommunity
Development shall be elected November 2003 for an initial term of three (3)
years, and every four (4) years thereafter. All elected officials shall be non-
paftisan, except for the County Commissioners.
(Amendment proposed by the Chafter Review Commission and approved by the
voters November 7, 1989. Amendment proposed by the ifrater Review
commission and approved by the voters Novembe, á, 2002.) (Amendment
proposed by the Charter Review Commission and approved by the voters
November 3,2020.)

Section 4,2O2 powerc and Duties
All other elected officials shall exercise the powers and duties of their

respective offices as provided by law. All elected officials and their
departments shall utilize the personnel, budgeting, purchasing, property control
and records management systems establisñed bt the Comriissioners through
ordinance except insofar as such utilization wouid be contrary to the powe-rs
and dutÍes of the constitutional officers. The Prosecuting Attorñey will serue as
ex-officio coroner without extra compensation.
(Amendment proposed by the Charter Review Commission and approved by the
voters November 7, L989.)

Section 4-25¿ Director of the Department of Community Development
The Director of the Department of Community Development shall

administer, enforce and advise the County Commissioners on all laws, except
health, with respect to the environment, natural resources, and land and
shoreline development, including, but not limited to, zoning, ¡anO divisions,
environmental policy, building and fire codes, forest management, mining,
agriculture, watershed planning, and floodplains. The Directãr shali prepurä
and present to the County Commissioners for consideration of adopiioÅ Oy
ordinance, with or without amendment, comprehensive or other plans and useor development regulations for the use and physical develoiment of the
county.

In addition to Section 4.20 of this Charter, state law generally applicable to
county officers shall apply to the Director. It is the intent tnát ti-re Director
have the administrative and managerial rights and responsibilities common to
elected officers.

ordinances shall be reviewed and amended, if necessary, by December 31,
2004 to incorporate changes required by the conversion from an appointed
administrative position to an elected office. Until such time as the review is

23



913124, 11:48 AM RCW 36.24.160: District judge may act âs coroner,

PÐF RCW 36.24"160

District judge may act as coroner.

lf the office of coroner is vacant, or the coroner is absent or unable to attend, the duties of the
coroner's office may be performed by any district judge in the county with the like authority and subject to
the same obligations and penaltíes as the coroner. For such service a district judge shall be enti¡ed to
the same fees, payable in the same manner.

[1987 c2A2 s 204'; 't963 c 4s36"24"160. Prior: (i) Code 1881 s 2793;1863 p 562 s 19; 1854 p 438 s
19; RRS s 4198. (ii) Code 1881 s 2795; 1863 p 562 s 21; 1854p 438 s 2'l; RRS s 4199.1

NOTES:

lntent-í987 c202: See note following RCW 2"04.190

https://app. leg.wa. gov/RCWdefault.aspx?cite=36. 24. 1 60
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SECTION 4. COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION

The legislature shall establish a system of county government, which shall be uniform
throughout the state except as here¡nafter provideã, and by general laws shall provide for
township organization, under which any county may orgunlrè whenever a majority of the
qualified electors of such county voting at a general eleition shall so determine; and
whenever a county shall adopt township organization, the assessment and collection of the
revenue shall be made, and the business of such county and the local affairs of the several
townships therein, shall be managed and transacteC in ihe manner prescribed by such
general law.
Any county may frame a "Home Rule" charter for its own Eovernment subject to the
Constitution and laws of this state, and for such purpose tñe legislative authority of such
county may cause an election to be had, at which election there shall be choseñ Oy tne
qualified voters of said county not less than fifteen (15) nor more than twenty-five (2S)
freeholders thereof, as determined by the legislative authority, who shall have been
residents of saíd county for a period of at least five (5) years preceding their election and
who are themselves qualified electors, whose duty ii shall be to convene within thirty (30)
days after their election and prepare and propose a charter for such county. Such
proposed charter shall be submítted to the qualified electors of said county, and if a
majority of such qualified electors voting therecn ratify the sarne, it shall bôcome the
charter of said county and shall become the organic lâw thereof, and supersede any
existing charter, including amendments thereto, or any existing form of county government,
and all special laws inconsistent with such charter. Said proposed charter shall be
published in two (2) legal newspapers published in said county, at least once a week for
four (4) consecutive weeks prior to the day of submitting the same to the electors for their
approval as above provided. All elections in this section autho rized shall onty be had upon
notice, which notice shall specify the object of calling such election and shali be given for
at least ten (10) days before the day of election in ali election districts of said county. Said
elections may be general or special elections and except as herein províded, shall be
governed by the law regulating and controllíng generat or special elections in said county.
Such charter may be amended by proposals therefor submìtteO by the legislative authority
of said county to the electors thereof at any general election after notice õt such
submission published as above specified, and ratified by a majority of the qualified electors
voting thereon. ln submitting any such charter or amendment theréto, any ålt*rnate article
or proposition may be presented for the choice of the voters and may be voted on
separately without prejudice to others.
Any home rule charter proposed as herein provided, may provide for such county officers
as may be deemed necessary to carry out and perform áll'county functions as piovided by
charter or by general law, and for their compensation, but shall not affect the election of theprosecuting attorney, the county superintendent of schools, the judges of the superior
court, and the justices of the peace, or the jurisdiction of the courts.
Notwithstanding the foregoing provision for the calling of an election by the legislative
authority of such county for the etection of freeholderé to frame a county charter, registered
voters equal in number to ten (10) per centum of the voters of any suclr county voting at ^ _the last preceding general election , may at any time propose by petition tfre cátting ;i;;25

https:i/leg.wa.gov/statelaws-and-rules/washington-state-constitution/?section=ARTICLE Xl#SECTION-4 1t2
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election of freeholders. The petition shatl be filed with the county auditor of the county at
least three (3) months before any general election and the proposal that a board of
freeholders be elected for the purpose of framing a county charter shall be submitted to the
vote of the people at said general etection, and at the same election a board of freeholders
of not less than fifteen (15) or more than twenty-five (25), as fixed in the petition calling for
the election, shall be chosen to draft the new charter. The procedure for the nomination of
qualified electors as candidates for said board of freeholders shall be prescribed by the
legislative authoríty of the county, and the procedure for the framing oi tne charter and the
submissíon of the charter as framed shall be the same as in the caãe of a board of
freeholders chosen at an election initiated by the legislative authority of the county.
ln calling for any election of freeholders as provideO ¡n this section, ihe legislative authority
of the county shall apportion the number of freeholders to be elected in aðcordance with
either the legislative districts or the county commissioner districts, if any, within said county,
the number of said freeholders to be elected from each of said districts to be in proportion
to the population of said districts as nearly as may be.
Should the charter proposed receive the affirmatlve vote of the majority of the electors
voting thereon, the legislative authority of the county shall immediátely call such special
election as may be provided for therein, if any, and ihe county government shall be
established in accordance with the terms of said charter not mõre than six (6) months after
the election at which the charter was adopted.
The terms of all elective officers, except the prosecuting attorney, the county
superintendent of schools, the judges of the superíor cõurt, and ihe justices of the peace,
who are in office at the time of the adoption of a Home Rute Charteishall terminate as
provided in the charter. All appointive officers in office at the time the charter goes into
effect, whose positions are not abolished thereby, shall continue until their suócessors shall
have qualified.
After the adoption of such charter, such county shall continue to have all the rights,
powers, privileges and benefits then possessed or thereafter conferred by general law. All
the powers, authority and duties granted to and imposed on county officeïJby general law,
except the prosec.uting attorney, the county superintendent of schóols, the ¡uógés of the
superior court and the justices of the peace, shall be vested in the legislatiúe aithority of
the county unless expressly vested in specific officers by the charter. The legislative
authority may by resolution delegate any of its executive or administrative põ*"rr,
authority or duties not expressly vested in specific officers by the charter, to any county
officer or officers or county employee or employees.
The provisions of sections 5, 6,7, and the first sentence of sectíon 8 of this Articte as
amended shall not apply to counties in which the government has been established by
charter adopted under the provisions hereof. The authority conferred on the board of
county commissioners by Section 15 of Article ll as amended, shall be exercised by the
legislative authority of the county. [AMENDMENT 21, 1947 Senate Joint Resolutioñ No. S,
p 1372. Approved November 2, 1g4ï.l

https://leg.wa.gov/state-laws-and-rules/washington-state-constitution/?section=ARTICLE Xl#SECTIoN-4
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Art. 28 section l- was later amended by Amendment lB.
Authorizíng compensation increase during term: See Amendment 54.

AI\4ENDMENT 21

ATt" 11 SCCIiON 4 COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND TOWNSHTP ORGANTZATION.The legislature shall establish a system of county government, whichshafl be uniform throughout the staLe except. as trãrã¡-narter piovided,and by general laws shall- provide for townãhip orqanization, underwhich any county may orqaníze whenever a majority-or the qrårlfieaelectors of such county voting at a greneral electj-on shall so deter-mine; and whenever a county shal1 adõpt township organi zat-ion, the as-sessment and collecti-on of the revenue shall be- made, and the businessof such county and the local affairs of the several- townships therein,shall be managed and transacted in the manner prescribed, by such gen-era] law.
Any county may frame a "Home Rule" charter for its ov/n governmentsubject to the Constitution and l-aws of this state, and for ãuch pur-

Pose the legislative authority of such county may cause an election tobe had, at which election there shall be choËen Ëy the qualified vot-ers of sai-d count.y not less than fifteen (15) nor more Ctran twenty-five (25) freeholders thereof, as determined by the legislative au-thority, who shall have been residents of said county ior a period ofat least five (5) years preceding their election and who are them-selves qualified electors, whose duty it shall be to convene withinthirty (30¡ days after thej-r electioñ and prepare and propose a char-ter for such county. such proposed charter strãtt ¡e submilted t.o thequalified electors of said county, and if a majority of such qualifiedelectors voting thereon ratify tñe same, it srrárr become the charterof said county and shalt become the organic law thereof, and supersedeany existing charter, j-ncludingr amendments thereto t or any existingform of county qovernment, and all special- l-aws inåonsistãnt with suchcharter- Saj-d proposed charter shall be published in two (2) legalne\^/spapers pubtished in said count.y, at least once a week for fõur (4)consecutj-ve weeks prior to the day of submj-tting the same to the elec-tors for their approval as above provided. All ãlections in this sec-tion authori-zed shall only be had upon notice, which notice shallspecify the object of calling such ãlection and shall be given for atleast Len (10) days before the day of election in al-l election dis-tricts of said county. said elections may be greneral or special el-ec-tions and except as herein provided, shal-t be groverned by the law reg.-ulating and controlling qeneral or special eleótions in õaid county.Such charter may be amended by propoËal-s therefor submitted. by thelegislative authority of said county to the electors thereof åt anyqeneral election after notice of suãh subn'rission published as abovespecified, and ratified by a majority of the qualified electors votingrthereon " rn submitting any such charler or amend.ment t.hereto¡ âny aI-ternate arti-cle or proposition may be presented for the choice oi thevoters and may be voted on separately without prejudice to others.
_ Any home rule charter proposed ãs herein þroúi-aear frây provi_defor such county officers as may be deemed neceisary to cariy- out andperform all county functions as provided by chartei or by gåneral law,and for their compensation, but ènaff not ãffect the el-ection of theprosecuting attorney, the county superintendent of schools, the judges
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of the superj-or court, and t.he justices of the peace, or the jurisdic-tion of the courts.
Notwithstanding the, foregolng provision for the callingr of anelection by the J-egislative 

"útnoiiiv "r such county for the el_ectionof freeholders to frame a county chaiter, registered voters equal innumber to ten (10) per centum oi the voters õr arry such county votingat the l-ast precedinq generar election, m-av_ at any time propose by pe_tition the calling oi ãn election of freehótders. The petition shatlbe fifed with the county auditor of the county at least three (3)months before any greneral elect.j-on and the pråposal that a board offreeholders be elected for the purpàse of framing a county chartershall be submitted to the vote òr Lne people at Ãaid qeneral election,and at the same election a board of ¡reehõlders of not less t.han fif-teen (15) or more than twenty-five (25), as fixeå in the petitioncalling for the election, shãtl be chosen to draft the new charter.The procedure for the nomination of qualified electors as candidatesfor said board of freeholders shall b'" pr"".ribed by the legisl-ativeauthority of 
. -th" county, and _the procedüre f or the framing of thecharter and the submission of the charter as framed sharl be t.he sameas in the case of a board of freeholãers chosen at an election initi-ated by the legisrati-ve authority of the county. 

- -
rn calling fof any election of freeholderË as provided in thissection, Lhe legislative authority of the county shafl- apportion thenumber of freehol-ders to be el-ectåd in accordanãe with .ilrr", the leg-islative districts or the county commissioner di-strj-cts, if âDy, with-in said county, the number of sãio freeholders to be elected from eachof saj-d districts to be in proportion to the population of said dis-tricts as nearly as may be.
should lltt charter proposed receive the affirmative vote of themajority of the el-ectors-.toli.rg trrerããn, the legislatlve authority ofthe county shall immediately cárr such specì-al õlection as may be pro-vlded for therein , íf âñy, ãnd the county grovernment shal_l be estab_lished in accordance with the terms of sãio charter not more than six(6) months after the election at which the charter was adopted.The terms of alr elective officers, except the prosecuting attor-ñ€Y, the county superintendent of schoois, thä ¡"ãões of the superiorcourt' and the justices of the peace, who are in oÉri"u at the time ofthe adoption of a Home Rule chaiter ånurr terminate as provided in thecharter ' All appointì-ve of f i-cers in of f ice at the time the charterqoes into effect, whose positions are not. abol-ished thereby, shallcontinue untir their sucèessors sharr have qualirieo.After the adoption of such charter, suCh county shall continue tohave all the rights' por^/ers, privileges'""å-;-.;;;ï;s then possessed orthereafter conferred by generãr- raw. Ar1_!h" p;;;;;; authorj-ty and du_ties granted. to and imþosed_ on county 

-of 
f icer's ny-qånerar law, exceptthe prosecuting attornéy, tl. county-superintenoånÉ of schools, thejudges of the superi-or õourt _a.rd thå juãtices of the peace, shall bevested in the legislative authority of the county-,rnr"u" expresslyvested in specific officers by the charter. Th. iegislati-ve authoritymay by resolution delegrate any of its execut,ive or administratj-vã por-ers' authority or duties not-expressly vested in specific officeis bythe charter, to any county offiãer or officers or äounty employee oremployees.

The provisions of sections 5, 6, J, and the first sentence ofsection 8 of this Articfe as amended shall not .ppiy to counties inwhich the grovernment has been established by charter adopted. under theprovisì-ons hereof . The authority conrãrred õn the board of count.y com-
28
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missioners by section 15 of Article rf as amended,by the legi-sf ative authority of the count.y . lLg47tion No. 5, p 1372. Approved No.rember 2, 1gqg.l

shal1
Senate

be exercised
Joint Resolu-

Section J, Article
hereby repeated. LIgAl
November 2, 7948.1

^âMENDMENT 22

Xf , Constitution of the St.ate of Washington isHouse Joint Resolution No. 4, p 1395. Approved

ATIÍENDMENT 23

Art. 11 section 76 COMBTNED CrrY AND couNTy. The legislatureshall, bY qeneral law, provide for the formation of combíned city andcounty municipal corporations, and for the manner of deter*i"i"g theterrj-torial limits thereof, each of whj-ch shall be known as a,,óityand county, " and, when organi zed, shall contain a population of atleast three hundred thousãnd (300,000) inhabitants. No such cit.y andcounty shall be formed except by a majority vote of the qualiriåoelectors of the area proposãd tõ ¡e iácruoåa therein and al-so by a ma-jority vote of the qualified electors of the remainder of that äountyfrom which such area is to be taken. Any such city and county shalt bepermitted to frame a charter for j-ts own g'overnment, and amend thesame, in the manner provided for cíties by section 10 of this article:Provided, however, That the first charter of such city and countyshall- be framed and adopted in a manner to be specifiéd in thå- general_law authorizinq the formation of such corporatiðns z provided fuither,That every such charter shal-l desiqnate tñe respective officers ofsuch city and county who shatl perÉorm the dutiãs imposed by law uponcounty officers- Every such city and county shall haüe and ãnjoy a1lrights, powers and privileges asserted in Lts charter, not inconsis-tent with g'eneral laws, and in ad.dition thereto, such rights, -por"r"
and privileqres as may be granted t.o it, or possessed and enjoyed bycities and counties of like population separately organized.No county or county g'overnment existing outåioe the territoriallimits of such county año-city shall exerciõe any police, taxation orother powers within the terriLorial limits of =rrårr'county and cì_ty,but all such poü/ers shall be exercj-sed by the city and county and theofficers thereof, subject to such constiLutional iràvi-sions änd qener-al laws as applv to ei-ther cities or counties : provid;;;"T;"Ë"Ër.å pro-visions of sections 2, 3, _4, 5, 6, 7, and g of this artic-Le sharr notapply to any such city and county: Provided further, That the salaryof any elective or appoi-ntive ofiicer of a city and county shall not
!e changed after his election or appointment oi during his term of of-fice; nor shatl the term of ân1z s'räL off1cer be extended beycnd theperiod for which he is elected or appointed. rn case an exì-stì-ng coun-ty j-s divided in the formation of .'äity and county, such city andcounty shall be liable for a just propoitio.t of thå existing á.n1" orlj-abillties of the former couñty, ãnd- sha1l account for and pay thecounty remaining- a j-uit proportion of the value of any real estate orother property owned by the former county and taken over by the countyand city, the method of determining such just proportion té ne pie-scribed by general 1aw, but such dlvision shatl nðt affect the iignt"of creditors. The of fj-cers -of a city and county, thej-r compensation,qualì-fications, term of office and ñranner of election or appoì-ntment

[ 140 ]
1/75/2024 9223 AM Amendment 22
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Clallam County 
Coroner Issue 

Clallam County 
Charter Review Commission

January 27, 2025

Submitted after the agenda packet was 
posted on 1-27-25



Washington State Constitution

• Article XI, Section 4 

• “Any county may frame a “Home Rule” charter for its own 
government subject to the Constitution and laws of the State, 
…”

• “Any home rule charter proposed as herein provided, may 
provide for such county officers as may be deemed necessary 
to carry out and perform all county functions as provided by 
charter or general law, and for their compensation, but shall 
not affect the election of the prosecuting attorney, the county 
superintendent of schools, the judges of the superior court, 
and the justices of the peace, or the jurisdiction of the courts.”



Two Forms of County Government

Code Counties

• 32 of 39 Counties

• “Play Book” incorporated in 
Title 36 RCW

• Generally, Counties can “do 
only those things specifically 
authorized in law”

Home Rule (Charter) Counties

• 7 of 39 Counties

• “Play Book” is the State 
Constitution & ‘general’ laws of 
the State

• Generally, “consistent with the 
State Constitution”, Counties 
can “do anything that isn’t 
specifically prohibited 
[required]in law”



RCW 36.16.030 (prior to January 1, 2025)

“Except as provided elsewhere in this section, in every 
county there shall be elected from among the qualified 
voters of the county a county assessor, a county auditor, a 
county clerk, a county coroner, three county 
commissioners, a county prosecuting attorney, a county 
sheriff, and a county treasurer, except that in each county 
with a population of less than forty thousand no coroner 
shall be elected and the prosecuting attorney shall be ex 
officio coroner.”



Clallam County Charter

Section 4.20: Powers and Duties

“…The Prosecuting Attorney will serve as ex-
officio coroner without extra compensation.”



RCW 36.16.030 (after January 1, 2025)

“Except as provided elsewhere in this section, in every 
county there shall be elected from among the qualified 
voters of the county a county assessor, a county auditor, a 
county clerk, a county coroner, three county 
commissioners, a county prosecuting attorney, a county 
sheriff, and a county treasurer, except that in each county 
with a population of less than forty thousand the county 
legislative authority may determine that no coroner shall 
be elected and instead appoint a coroner.”

Amended 2021



“Can a Prosecutor be appointed as Coroner?”

• Attorney General Opinion issued August 22, 2024

• Too late to put anything on the Fall, 2024, ballot

• Cited RCW 36.24.170:

“The coroner shall not appear or practice as attorney in any court, 
except in defense of himself or herself or his or her deputies.”

• Prosecutor cannot serve as coroner unless there is specific 
statutory authority.  None exists.

• Also reviewed legislative intent & testimony for RCW 36.16.030.



Clallam County’s Interim Solution…

• State Law allows for the appointment of a coroner…

• Clallam County Charter states the Prosecutor will be the ex-
officio coroner…

• AG’s Opinion states Prosecutor CANNOT serve as the coroner…

• AG’s Opinion references a lack of specific statutory authority 
for the Prosecutor to fulfill the role…

• SOLUTION – RCW 36.24.160!!!



RCW 36.24.160…

RCW 36.24.160 states:

“If the office of coroner is vacant, or the coroner is absent or 
unable to attend, the duties of the coroner’s office may be 
performed by any district judge in the county with the like authority 
and subject to the same obligations and penalties as the coroner.  
For such service a district court judge shall be entitled to the same 
fees, payable in the same manner.”



Where do we go from here?

Duncan K. Fobes

Founding Principal 

Patterson ∙ Buchanan ∙ Fobes & Leitch, 
Inc., P.S.



QUESTIONS



CHARTER REVIEW COM MISSION

BUSINESS ITEMS

Timeline discussion
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2025 Election Calendar

More calendar information available at
Candidate Filing period: May 5_9, 2025

November 4
General
Election

August 5,2025

September t9,2O2S

October 15,2025

October 27,2025

November 4,2OZS

November 25,2025

August 5

Primary

May 2, 2025

June 20, 2025

July 16, 2025

July 28,2O25

August 5,2025

August 79,2025

April22
Special

Election

February 2l,2O2S

March 21, 2025

April2,2025

April 14, 2025

April22,2O25

May 2,2025

February 11
Special

Election

December !3,2024

January 10,2O2S

January 22,2025

February 3,2025

February !L,zOZs

February 2t,2O2S

Cutoff for Ballot Resolutions
(60 days)

Special Elections

Cutoff for Ballot Resolutions

Pr¡mary - Friday before filing week
General - Day of primary

Milita ry & Overseas Mailed

Special - 32 days
Primary & General - 46 days

Ballots Mailed
(20 days)

Cutoff for Registering to Vote
by mail or online

(8 days)

Cutoff for Registering to Vote
ln-Person

Available in the Elections and Voter
Office OfittY

Election is Certified:
Special - 10 days
Primary - 14 days
General - 21. days

(,



ttltr

s

ELECTIONS GUIDE FOR

JURISDICTIONS & CANDIDATES
lncludes Local voters' Pamphlet Administrative Rules

202s

Clallam County Audito/s Office
Elections and Voter Registration Division

223 E 4th St, Room 042
Port Angeles, WA 98362

(360) 4L7-22L7

www.clalla mcou ntwva.gov/elections
e lections@cla llamcou nWwa.gov

Amended December 2024
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LocalVoters' Pamphlet

Submitting a Resolution and Ballot Title...........

Resolution Cover Sheet.........

Measure Statements and Committees..........

Committee "For" and "Against" Appointment Form

Measure Statements - Overview

Submittal Deadlines

Bond and Levy Validation
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Planníng for and Scheduling Elections
Filing a Resolutíon
Ballot Titles Election Costs
Voters' Pamphlet Materials

lan Hillway, Elections Manager
360-4L7-2217
ia n.hillwav@clallamcountrnila.eov

Bond and Levy Validation Numbers
Voter and Election Data Questions
Maps

Lorrie Paulsen, Voter Registration Coordinator
360-4L7-2221.
lorrie.pa ulsen@clallamcountywa.gov

2025 Electíons Guide lorturisdictions and candidotes in clallam county Pøge 2
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Submittal Deadlines

Election Date February 1L,2O25 April22,2O25 August 5,2025 November4,2025

1. Resolution

2. Resolution
Cover Sheet

3. Erçlanatory
Statement

4. ForandAgainst
Committee
Appointment
Form

Dec. L3,2O24 February 2L,2025 May2,2025 August 5,2025

Forand Against
Statements Dec.2O,2024 February 28,2025 May9,2025 August 12,2025

Statement
Biography and
Photo

May2O,2O25 May2O,2O25

Jurisdiction's Responsibility and Deadlines

Committee's Respons¡b¡l¡ty and Deadlines

Candidate's Responsibilfty and Deadlines

lurisdiction and Committee Deadllnes.ore at4:3A p.m. on eøch designdted day.

condidate Deadlines are at s:00 p.m. on eøch designated doy.

Alljurisdictionaland committee documents must be emailed by the corresponding deadlines to
elections@clalla mcou nWwa.gov.

Candidates will receive an email after filing with a link to upload candídate documents.

2025 ElectÍons Guide forlurísdictÍons ond condidotes in clallqm county Poge 74
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CHARTER REVIEW COM MISSION

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Bylaws and Rules Committee
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Gores, Loni

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Pickett, Paul

Tuesday, January21,2025 B:32 pM

Gores, Loni
Fisch, Susan

CRC Proposed Revisions to Bylaws and Rules
adopted updated bylaws 2020.pdf; proposed revised bylaws 2025 - Committee final
draft.pdf; proposed revised bylaws zo25 - committee edits redline.pdf; proposed
revised bylaws 2025 - Committee edits redline.docx; adopted rules 2020.pdf; proposed
amended rules 2025 - Committee edits redline.pdf; Proposed amended rules 2025 -
Committee final draft.pdf; Proposed amended rules 2025 - Committee edits redline.docx

Loni,

Here is a message and fiLes regarding the revisions proposed by the Byl.aws and RuLes Committee.
Ptease forward it to the Commission.

Thank youl

Paut Pickett

To the Charter Review Commission:

The Bytaws and Rutes Committee met on Sunday January 19,2025.1n attendance was paut pickett,
Susan Fisch, Christy Hoty, and Chris NobLe.

The Committee etected Paul. Pickett Committee Chair.

We reviewed the 2020 Bylaws and Rul.es and edited them with suggested amendments.

Attached you wiLL fínd for the Bytaws and RuLes (a fite for each):

. The original 2O2O versions

. Word documents wíth our redl.¡ne edits
o PDF documents showing redtine edits
. PDF documents showíng the cl.ean final. draft

The Executive Board have decided to add this to the agenda of our next meet¡ng.

lf you have questions about why we propose any specific changes, feel free to contact me for a 1 :1
discussion so I can try to exptain our reasons. This woutd save some time at the meeting if your questions
are answered before then.

i

Thank you,

36



Paul. Pickett
chair, ctaLl.am charter Review commission Bytaws and Rul.es committee
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2O2O Bytaws and Rules
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CTALLAM COUNTY CTIARTER REVIEW COMI,IISSION

2O2O BYLAWS

ARTCLE I - OBJECT

These Bylaws are for the governance of the Clallam County Chafter Review Commission and its
committees and members.

ARTICLE II - OFFICERS AND STAFF

Section 1. There shall be elected from the members of the Chafter Review Commission,
hereafter referred to as "the Commission," th_e followíng officers who shall serue for the period
of time necessary to comply with Article XI of the clallam county charter.a' There shall be a Chair of the Commission whose duties snåll Oe to convene and preside at

all regular or special meetings, may act as a member of all committees and make all
appointments to committees with the approval of the majority of members present at the
regular Commission meeting. The Chair shall perform the duiies specine¿ ¡ñ these Bylaws
and other duties as may be found consistent with proper conduct of business.b' There shall be a First and Second Vice Chair, one èhoàen from each commíssioner district
other than the district represented by the Chair who may act as members of alt
committees and who may be selected to chair any committee and who shall perform such
other duties as may be specified in these Bylaws ôr as may be assigned Uy tfre
Commission.

c. In the absence of the Chair from any meeting or public hearing, the duties and
prerogatives of the Chair shall be carried out and performed Oy.ttre First Vice Chair and in
the absence of the Chair and the First Vice Chair, 

'by 
the Second Vice Chair.

Section 2' There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the Chair, First and Second
Vice Chairs of the Commissíon, and such additional memberiselected Oy tne Chair and
appro_vgd by a majority of the Commission. Duties of the Executive Committee shall be to:
3. Make monthly status repofts on the budget to the commission.b. oversee the activities of assigned staff tõ tne commission.c' Interuiew and recommend employment of consultants to the Commission for approval.d. Peform other duties as assigned by the Commission for the orderly .on¿rà of the

business of the Commission.

ARTTCLE III - MEETINGS

Sectiqn 1. Regular meetings of the Commission shall be held as established in the Rules and in
compliance with RCW 42.30 (Open public Meetings Act).

SeEtlon 2. Special meetings of the Commission may be called by the Chair or by a majority of
the Commission in compliance with RCW 42.30.

Section 3. The Commission and committees may hold other meetings at such time and places
as the Commission or committee may decide and'which are in compiîance with RCW 42.30.

Page 1
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Section 4. The Commission and all committee meetings shall be held in a location accessible to
the public.

Section 5. All meetings of the Commission and committees shall be open to the public and to
the press; provided, however, that at the direction of the Chair or a majority of the members
present, the Commission or committees may at any time meet in or golnto.closed session or
executive session for the purpose of discussion of matters exempted by the state Open public
Meetings Act (RCW 42.30).

Section 6. Non-committee Commission members shall have no vote in committee, but may be
allowed to speak on matters before the committee.

Section 7. Two public comment opportunities will be available at each meeting.

Section 8. If a need arises, and with prior approval of the Chair, a member may attend via
telephone or similar such means.

Section 9' Commission record shall be maintained at the Clallam County website in compliance
with the Open Public Meetings Act.

ARTTCLE IV - RULES OF ORDER

Except as modified by these Bylaws and when not in conflict with municipal, state, or federal
law, all meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the most recent edition of Robefts
Rules of Order. The Commission shall elect a parliamentarian from its members to assist it in its
proceedings.

ARTCLE V - OUORUM, ABSENCES FROM COMMISSION AND COMMfiTEES

Section 1' Except as othen¡rise specifically provided in these Bylaws a simple majority of the
commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business

Seaþn2. A simple majority of a committee shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of the
business of the committee.

Section 3. An attendance record of all Commission and committee meetings shall be kept.

ARTTCLE VI - COUNSEL AND RESEARCH STAFF

Section 1. All inquiries or requests for legal opinions or rulings shall be referred to the
Prosecuting Attorney's Office at such times and in such manner as the Commission may decide.

Section 2. Questions of review, study, or investigation by the staff of the Commission shall be
referred to the staff by a member of the Executive Committee or a majority of the members
present at any regular or special meeting of the Commission.

Page 2
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ARTICLE VII - PARTTCIPATION BY THE CHAIR

The Chair may discuss any matter as a member and shall be entitled to vote on all matters. On
debate on the adoption of proposed Charter provisions section by section, or on the adoption of
the amended Chafter as a whole, the Chair shall relinquish the C'hair while speaking on the
question.

ARTTCLE VIII - VOTTNG

Section 1. All votes shall be cast by voice, show of hands, or open roll-call vote. Except for
those motions noted within Robert's Rules of Order that require two-thirds vote for passage,
and except as othenruíse provided for within these Bylaws, a majority vote of the members
present shall be sufficient for the adoption of the motion

Section 2. Any issues fon¡rarded to the voters shall require a roll-call vote.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS BYTHE COMMISSION

Section 1. The following steps must be taken by the Charter Review Commission in order to
adopt proposed Charter amendments.

Step 1: GIVE NOTICE TO COMMISSION: Notice, and a draft of the proposed amendment,
must be given to the Commission at a meeting that a specific amendment shall be
considered at the next meeting. (Bylaws Art g, Section 1)

Step 2: HOLD MEETING TO CONSIDER AMENDMENT: The CRC adopts specific language for
the amendment. Once a final version of the proposed amendment is approved, thã
Commission votes whether to send the amendment to the next meeting. This can be done
as paft of a regular meeting or a special meeting.

Step 3: GIVE NOTICE TO PUBLIC: Notice must be given to the public after the meeting at
which the amendment was considered and three days before the meeting at which the
Commissioners will vote, (Bylaw Aft g, Sec 2)

Step 4: HOLD MEEIING TO ADOPT AMENDMENT: Commissioners vote on whether or not
to adopt an amendment, which would send it to the Clallam County Voters. Major changes
to the underlying content of an amendment would not be acceptable because major
changes would render the public notice void. This can be done as part of a regulár meeting
or at a special meeting. The vote must be taken as a roll callvote on an indlvidual
amendment. Approval requires a majority of the Commission. (Bylaws Art B, Sec 2 and Aft
9, Sec 2)

Section 2. Recommendations of the Charter Revíew Commission may be fonn¡arded to the
Clallam County Board of Commissioners by writing if adopted by a simple majority of the
ChaÊer Review Commission attending a regular or special meeting. fhe Commissioners(s)
presenting the recommendation on behalf on the CRÇ may only speak to the recommendation
as voted by the CRC unless the Commissioner explains that she/he is expressing their personal
opinion.

Page 3
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ARTICLE X - PUBLIC HEARINGS

Section 1' It is the desire of the Commission to hold as many public hearings as reasonable.

Section 2. The time and place of public hearings shall be fixed by the Commission. Such
hearings will be rotated among the three commission districts as deemed appropriate by the
Commission.

Section 3. The Chair, a Vice Chair, or in theír absence, the designee of the members present,
shall preside at public hearings conducted by the commission or committees.

ARTICLE XI - PUBLIC STATEMENTS

Section 1. While any member has a right to express personal views and opinions pursuant to
our constitutional guarantee of freedom of speech, statements purporting tb represent the
views or pronouncements of the Commission or committees thereof shali-not be made except
as directed or authorized by a majority of the entire Commission at any special or regular
meeting or public hearing and provisíon shall be made for expression of minority views at the
same time.

Section 2. The Chair may make public announcements of meetings or public hearings, and
may authorize the issuance of fact statements relating to the Commission's work as the Chair
may deem necessary.

ARTICLE XII _ VACANCIES

Section 1. Vacancies on the Board occurring pursuant to Afticle XI of the Clallam County
Chafter shall be declared by the Chair.

Section 2. Vacancies shall be filled pursuant to Afticle XI of the Clallam County Chafter.
Traditionally, the vacancy has been filled by the candidate who received the next highest
number of votes in the election in the district in which the vacanry occurs" If that candidate is
unable to serve, the positon would be offered to the next candidate(s) down the list
sequentially by number of votes,

ARTTCLE XIÏ - COMMITTEES

The Commission may establish such standing committees and ad hoc committees as it deems
necessary for the proper execution of the Commission's responsibilities. Members of each
committee shall elect a Chair from among their own number unless such Chair is named by the
Commission.

Committees that are formed to write "For" and "Against" statements about amendments
proposed by the Charter Review Commission which will be included in the Voters pamphle! are
NOT considered to be committees of the Chafter Review Commission even though they ruy O"
members of the CRC.

Page 4
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ARTICLE XIV - ORDER OF BUSINESS

There shall be an "order of Business" (Agenda) established in the rules.

ARTICLE XV - AMENDMENT OF THE BYLAWS

These Bylaws may be_amended at any time by an affirmative vote of a majority but not less
than eight (8) of the Commission members present at any regular or speciál mäeting after
written notice of the proposed action has been mailed, emailed, or delivered to members of the
Commission at least fìve (5) days prior to the meeting and following posting of such propor"ã 

-

action on the Clallam County website.

Adopted: November t2, 20ZO
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CIALIAM COUNTY CHARTER REVÍEW COMMTSSION

2O2O RULES

AGENDA

The agenda shall be prepared by the Chair for each regular or special meeting of the
Commission. The agenda shall reflect the order of buslness as provided in thése rules and shall
be prepared by the Chair for each regular or special meeting of the Commission.

MEFNNGS

Meetings shall be held on the second and fourth Thursday of each month, commencing at
6 p.m. Meetings shall not exceed three hours in duration.

A.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND INTERVIEWS WrlH PUBLIC OFFICTALS

Public hearings where the public is invited to submit testimony or informational matter
concerning the charter shall be conducted in the following manner:1. Any person desiring to address the Commission or committee at a public hearing

must first sign the speaker's list giving his or her name and address and the name
of the persons, government unit, or organization on whose behalf he or she appears
and speaks. Speakers will be recognized in the order of signup.2- The presiding officer may, in the interest of facilitating the-business of the
Commission or committee, limit the amount of time to be allowed to any person,
governmental unit, organization or group and may limit the number of
representatives of any group, governmental unit, or organization who shall be
allowed to be heard on a pafticular subject under dísculsion.
Any member of the Commission desiring to address the Commission or committee
at a public hearing or meeting must first be recognized by the presiding offìcer.
In order to assure that each chafter Review commission member has [he
oppoftunity to ask questions of the speakers during public meetings, each member
shall be allowed to ask one question until all members in attendance have been
afforded the opportunity to ask a question. Once all members have been given the
opportunity to ask a question, Chair will proceed in order again after the fiist round.
The Chair will explain at the beginning of public hearings, tñat speakers can choose
whether to answer questions; the commission realizes that not everyone is
comfoftable speaking in public.
All public comment (email, public hearing statements, letters, and telephone calls)
shall be distributed to all Commission members by email or I'rard copy ãnd Clerk will
register all public comments retained for the Commission.

3.

4_

5

6.

B. Interuiews of public officials and public employees may be conducted as a committee of
the whole, provided that all testimony, statements, and papers pertaining to the Charter
shall be made a part of the Commission's records.

C. Public notice shall be given for any public hearing per RCW

j: \public\charter review\202O\bylaws and rules\adopted rules 2020.doo< Page 1
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EXPENDITURES

After consultation with county staff, the Chair may expend funds up to g50 to fufther the
objectives of the commission; PROVIDED the Chair reports on the nature and the amount of
such expenditures at the next general meeting of the commission. Any expenditure over this
amount must be considered and approved per these rules.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

The order of business will be determined by the Executive Committee with assurance of two
public comment periods not exceeding three minutes each per speaker.

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES

These rules may be suspended by a two-thírds vote of the members present at any regular or
special meeting.

Adopted: January g,2O2O
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CLAIIAM COUNTY CHARTER REVTEW COMMISSION

20250 BYTAWS

ARTICLE I - OBJECT

These Bylaws are for the governance of the Clallam County Charter Review Commission and its
committees and members.

ARTICLE II _ OFFICERS AND STAFF

SecLion 1' There shall be elected from the members of the Charter Review Commission,
hereafter referred to as "the Commission," the following officers who shall serue for the period
of time necessary to comply with Article XI of the clallam county charter.a. There shall be a Chair of the Commission whose duties shall be to conlene and preside at

all regular or special meetings, may act as a member of all committees and makä all
appointments to committees with the apprcnnl of the
regular-Commissior¡-'meeting. The Chair shall pefforrn *rê Ouiies specified in these Bylaws
and other duties as may be found consistent with proper conduct of business.b' There shall be a First and Second Viæ Chair, one chosen from each commissioner district
other than the district represented by the Chair who may act as members of all
committees and who may be selectgl to ctr,air any committee and who shall perform such
other duties as may be specified in these Bylaws or as may be assigned by the
Commission.

c. In the absence of the Chair from any meeting or public hearing, the duties and
prerogatives of the Chair shall be carried out and performed Oy tne First Vice Chair and in
the absence of the Chair and üre First Vice Chair, by the Second Vice Chair.

Section 2. There shall be an Execut¡\Âe Cornmittee consisting of the Chair, First and Second
Vice Chairs of the &mmission, and such additional memberJ selected Uy ifre Chair and
appro_ved by a majority of the 0omrnission. Duties of the Executive Committee shall be to:g' Make monthly status reports on the budget to the commission.b. oversee the activities of assigned staff tõ the commission,c. Interview and recommend employment of consultants to the Commission for approvald. Perform other duties as assigned by the Commission for the orderly conduct of the

business of the Commission.

ARTTCLE III - MEFMNGS

Sectiqn 1. Regular meetings of the Commission shall be held as established in the Rules and in
compliance with RCW 42.30 (Open public Meetings Act).

Sectþn 2. Special meetings of the Commission may be called by the Chair or by a majority of
the Commission in compliance with RCW 42.30.
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Section 3. The Commission and committees may hold other meetings at such time and places
as the Commission or committee may decide and which are accessibie tq the public an_d are in
compliance with RCW 42.30.

Hon ae€essrble te
the-etrbti€;

e epen te the publ¡€ and to

@
Section 46. Non-committee Commission members shall have no vote in committee, but may be
allowed to speak on matters before the committee, subject to rules esta
Commission.

Sqction 57. Two public comment opportunities will be available at each meetinq, subject to
rules established by the Commission.

Section 68. Virtual meeting access (teleconferencing) shall be provided for all Commissionmeetinqs, memOéi rnay attend viatelecoferencing@.
Section 79. Commission recordg shall be maintained at the Clallam County website in
compliance with the Open public Meetings Act,

ARTICLE IV - RULES OF ORDER

Except as modifìed by these Bylaws and when not in conflict with municipal, state, or federal
law, all meetings shall be mnducted in aæordance with the most recent edition of Roberts
Rules of Order. The Commission shall elect a parliamentarian from its members to assist it in its
proceedings.

ARTICLE V _ QUORUM.ABSENCES FROM COMMISSION AND COMMTTTEES

Section 1' Exoept as othen¡¡ise specifically provided in these Bylaws a simple majority of the
commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business

SeEUon 2. A simple majority of a committee shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of the
business of the committee.

Section 3. An attendance record of all Commission and committee meetings shall be kept.

c:\documents\2_pa\clallam_politics\charter review\crc by-laws\proposed revised bylaws 2025 - committee edits redline.docx page 2
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| +A¡ml. All inquiries or requests for legal opinions or"ru{lng$.shall be referred to the
I l.secuting Attorneyt Office theI Commission.gr Fxçputive Ç nmitte eíde.

Section 2, Questions of review, study, or investigation by the staff of the Commission shall be
referred to the staff by a member of the Executive Commlttee or a majority of the members
present at any regular or special meeting of the Commission.

review\crc by-laws\proposed revised bylaws 2025 - committee ediß redline.doo< Page 3
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ARTTCLE VII - PARTTCIPATON BY THE CHAIR

The Chair may discuss any matter as a member and shall be entitled to vote on all matters. On
debate on the adoption of proposed Charter provisions section by section, or on the adoption of
the amended Charter as a whole, the Chair shall relinquish the C'ha¡r wh¡lä speaking on the
question.

ARTTCLE VIil - VOTING

Section 1. All votes. shall be cast by voice, show of hands, or open roll-call vote. Except for
those motions noted within Robert's Rules of Order that require two-thirds vote for passage,
and except as otherwise provided for within these Bylaws, a majority vote of the members
present shall be sufficient for the adoption of the motion

Seçtion 2. Any issues-proposed Charter Ame forwarded to the voters shall require a
roll-call vote.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS SYTHE COMMISSION

[ :.aisr 1. The following by rhe charrerI Review Commission +rrerdeF'to adep+-prçosd Chafter amendrnentslo the Voters.

Step 1: GIVE NOTCE TO COMMISSION:
provide a draft of the proposed Chartetamendnrent, muståegi\¡en to tne Cornmission at a
meeting @ amendment shall be plaCed on the agenda eemidered
at the next meeting. @
Step 2: HOLD MEFnNG TO CONSIDER AMEND{VIENT:

aRnát@se¿
amendment-rs-approlred, the commission vetes-shall schedule a fi
regular meeting- 

^e done as
.

Step 3: GIVE NOTICE TO PUBLIC: Notice must be given to the public after the meeting at
which the Commission approves a final draft of the Þroposed amendment uras-eensieeree
and three days before the meeting at which the Commissionérs will vote. €y+aw-ArÈ-g¡-Se€
Ð

Step 4: HOLD MEETTNG TO ADOPT AMENDMENT.
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Section 2. @he Charter Review Commission may be-fonnrard
recommendations (Charter 11"10..3.!)ed to the Clallam County Board oi Commissioners by
writing if adopted by a simple majority of the Chafter Review Commission attending a regular or
special meeting. The Commissioners(s) presenting the recommendation on behalfãfn th; CRC,
may only speak to the recommendation as voted by the CRC unless the Commissioner explains
that she/he is expressing their personal opinion.

ARTICLE X _ PUBLIC HEARINGS

Section I' It is the desire of the Commission to hold as many public hearings as reasonable.

Section 2' The time and place of public hearings shall be fixed by the Commission. Such
hearings will be rotated among the three commission districÈ as deemed appropriate by the
Commission.

Section 3. The Chair, a Vice Chair, or in their absenæo the designee of the members present,
shall preside at public hearings conducted by the Cønmission or committees.

ARTICLE XI - PUBLIC STAT.EIVTENTS

Section 1. While any member has a rþht to express perswral views and opinions pursuant to
our constitutional guarantee of freedom of speech, statements purporting to represent the
views or pronouncements of the Commission or committees ttrercof shallnot be made except
as directed or authorized by a majority of the entire Gomrnission at any special or regular
meeting or public hearing and provision shall be made for o<pession of minority views at the
same time.

Section 2' The Chair may make public announærnents of meetings or public hearings, and
may authorize the issuanæ of fact statements relating to the Commission's work as ihe Cha¡r
may deem necessary.

ARTTCLE XTI - VACANCIES

I S"ct¡on t Vacancies on the Board occurring pursuant to AÉield€-.eFthe Clallam County
I Chafter shall be declared by the €hairExecutive Committee.

Section 2. Vacancies shall be filled pursuant to Afticle XI of the Clallam County Charter.

I Trtitiontl' ¡ the vaeanE has been f¡lled by the eand¡date whe reeeived the next highest
I

I

I

ARTICLE XIil _ COMMITTEES

The Commission may establish such standing committees and ad hoc committees as it deems
necessary for the proper execution of the Commission's responsibilities. Committees shall have
fewer Commission members than a quorum of the Commission. Members of each committee
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shall elect a Chair from among their own number unless such Chair is named by the
Commission.

committees that are formed as per state law to write "For" and "Against,, statements about
amendments proposed by the Charter Review Commission which w¡U Oe included in the voters
Pamphlet, are NOT considered to be committees of the Charter Review Commission even
though they may be members of the CRC.

ARTICLE XIV - ORDER OF BUSINESS

There shall be an "order of Business" (Agenda) established in the rules.

ARTTCLE XV - AMENpMENT OF TIIE BYLA\^/S

These Bylaws may be_amended at any time by an affirmative vote of a majority but not less
than eight (8) of the commission members present at any regular or speciál mäting aner
written notice of the proposed actíon has been malled, email&, or ¿elvereã tó-nnmoers of the
Commission at least five (5) days prior to the meetTng and fulto,lring posting oi rr.¡ proposed
action on the Clallam County website.

Adopted:
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CLAIIAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION

20.25 RULES

AGENDA

The agenda shall be prepared by the Chair for each regular or special meeting of the
Commission' The agenda shall reflect the order of business as provided in thãse rules and shall
be prepared by the Chair for each regular or special meeting of the Commission.

MEETTNGS

Meetings shall be scheduled by a majoil

ien.

A,

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND INTERVÍEWS WTTH PL'BLIC OFFICIALS

Public hearings where the public is invited to submit testimony or informational matter
concerning the charter shall be cr¡nducted in the follorving manner:1. Any person desiring to address the Commission or Committee at a public hearing

ffiustrwill be encouraqed to first sign the speaker's list giving his or her name and
address and the name of the persons, go/emment unit, or órganization on whose
behalf he or she appears and speaks. Speaken will be recogñized in the order of
signup.

2. The presiding officer may, in the interest of facilitating the business of the
Commission or committee, limit the amount of time to be altowed to any person,
governmenhl unit, organization or group and may limit the number of
representatives of any 9roup, governmental unit, or organization who shall be
allouæd b be heard on a particular subject under discussion.3. Any member of the C,ommission desiring to address the Commission or committee
at a public hearlng or meeting must first be recognized by the presiding officer.4. In order to assure that each Charter Review Commission member has [he
oppoftunity to ask questions of the speakers during public meetings, each member
shall be allowed to ask one question until all members in attendarrce have been
afforded the opportunity to ask a question. Once all members have been given the
opportunity to ask a question, Chair will proceed in order again after the fiist round5. The Chair will explain at the beginning of public hearings, that speakers can choose
whether to answer questions; the Commission realizeslhat not everyone is
comfoftable speaking in public.

6. All public comment (email, public hearing statements, letters, and telephone calls)
shall be distributed to all Commission members by email or hard copy ãnd Clerk will
register all public comments retained for the Commission.

Interviews of public officials and public employees may be conducted as a committee of
the whole, provided that all testimony, statements, and papers pertaining to the Charter
shall be made a part of the Commission's records.

B.

Proposed amended rules 2025 - Committee edits redline.docx Page 1
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C. Public notice shall be given for any public hearíng per RCW.
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EXPENDITURES

After consultation with county staff, the Chair may expend funds up to g50 to fufther the
objectives of the commission; PROVIDED the Chair reports on the nature and the amount of
such expenditures at the next general meeting of the commission. Any expenditure over this
amount must be considered and approved per these rules.

ORDER OF BUSTNESS IAGENDA)

The order of business will be determined by the Executive Com
public comment periods not exceeding three minutes each per

members

assurance of two

regular orThese rules may be suspended by a two-thirds
special meeting.

Adopted: January 9,2020
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CLATTAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSTOÍT

2025 BYLAWS

ARTCLE I - OBJECT

These Bylaws are for the governance of the Clallam County Charter Review Commission and its
committees and members.

ARTTCLE II - OFFICERS AND STAFF

Section 1' There shall be elected from the members of the Charter Review Commission,
hereafter referred to as "the Commission," the following officers who shall serye for the period
of time necessary to comply with Article XI of the clallam county chafter.a' There shall be a Chair of the Commission whoæ duties shall be to conene and preside at

all regular or special meetings, may act as a member of all committees and make all
appointments to committees with the approml of the Cpmmission. The Chair shall
perform the duties specified in these Bylaws and other duties as may be found consistent
with proper conduct of business.

b' There shall be a First and Second Mæ Chair, one chosen from each commissioner district
other than the district represented by the Chair who may act as members of alt
committees and who may be selectd to drair any commtttee and who shall perform such
other duties as may be specified in tfrese Bylaws or as may be assigned by the
Commission.

c. In the absence of the Chair ftom any meeting or public hearing, the duties and
prerogatives of the Chair shall be carried out and performed Uy tne First Vice Chair and in
the absence of the Chair and the First Vice Ëhair, by the Second Vice Chair.

Section 2' There shall be an Executitæ Committee consisting of the Chair, First and Second
vice Chairs of the Commission, and such additbnal memberiselected ny ine chair and
approved by a majorlty of the Commission. Duties of the Executive Committee shall be to:a. Make monthly status r€ports on the budget to the commission.b. oversee the activities of assigned staff to the commission.c. Interview and recommend employment of consultants to the Commission for approval.d' Perform other duties as assigned by the Commission for the orderly conduct of the

business of the Commission.

ARTICLE III - MEETINGS

Sectiqn 1. Regular meetings of the Commission shall be held as established in the Rules and in
compliance with RCW 42.30 (Open public Meetings Act).

Section 2. Special meetings of the Commission may be called by the Chair or by a majority of
the Commission in compliance with RCW 42.30.
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Section 3' The Commission and committees may hold other meetings at such time and places
as the Commission or committee may decide and which are accessibie to the prOti. and are incompliance with RCW 42.30.

Section 4. Non-committee Commission members shall have no vote in committee, but may beallowed to speak on matters before the committee, subject to rules established by the
Commission

Section 5. Two public comment opportunities will be available at each meeting, subject torules established by the Commission.

Section 6. virtual meeting access (teleconferencing) shall be provided for all commission
meetings. A member may attend via telecoferencing.

Section 7. Commission records shall be maintained at the Clallam County website in
compliance with the Open public Meetings Act.

ARTICLE IV - RULES OF ORDËR

Except as modified by these Bylaws and when not in conflict with municipal, state, or federallaw, allmeetings shall be conducted in accordance with the most recent edition of Robefts
Rules of order. The Commission shall elect a parlianrentarian from its members to assist it in itsproceedlngs.

Section 1.. Except as otherwise specifically provided in these Bylaws a simple majority of thecommission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Section 2. A simple majority of a committee shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of thebusiness of the committee.

Section 3. An attendance record of all Commission and committee meetings shall be kept.

Se.ction 1. All inquiries or requests for legal opinions shall be referred to the prosecuting
Attorney's office at the direction of the Cómmission or Executive Commíttee.

Se-ction.2' Questions of review, study, or investigation by the staff of the Commission shall bereferred to the staff by a member or the Execuilvã committee or a majority of the memberspresent at any regular or special meeting of the commission.

c: review\crc by-laws\proposed revised bylaws 2025 - committee edits redline.doo< page 2
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The Chair may discuss any matLer as a member and shall be entiiled to vote on all matters. ondebate on the adoption of proposed Chafter provisions section by section, or on the adoption ofthe amended Charter as a whole, the Chair sirall relinquish the C'hair whiÉ speaking on thequestion.

ARTTCLE VIII - VOTING

Section 1. All votes shall be cast by voice, slrow of hands, or open roll-call vote. Except forthose motions noted within Robeft's Rules of order that require two-thirds vote for passage,
and except as otherwise provided for within these Bylaws, á majodfy vote of the memberspresent shall be sufficient for the adoption of the mót¡on.'

Section 1. The following procedure shall be followed by the Chafter Review commission topropose Chafter amendments to the Voters.

Step 1: GIVE NoTIcE To COMMISSION: A member or Commlttee shall provide a draft ofthe proposed Chafter amendment to the C,ommission at a meeting. The þroposedamendment shall be plaæd on the agenda at the next meetîng.

Step 2: HOLD MEETING TO CONSIDER AMEÍ\ûÐMENT: The proposed Chafter Amendment
will be considered by the Commission for thek vote. If the ôommisrion uppàuus a final
draft of the proposed amendment, the Commissio-n shall schedule a final vote at the next
regular meeting. .

Step 3: GIVE NOTICE TO PUBUC: Nolicg must be given to the pubtic after the meeting atwhidt the Commission appror,nes a finat draft of theiroposed amendment and three daysbebre the meeting at which the Gommissioners wiil'voie.

Step 4: HOLD MEEENG TO ADOPT AMENDMENT: The proposed Cha¡ter Amendment shall
be placed on the agenda for a roll-ca!!vote by the Commission. A majority vote to approve
the proposed Charter Amendment will place it on the ballot for the n"rt riutu*ide general
election. The Commission shall make no substantíve changes to the language of a proposed
amendment at this meeting.

Section 2. The Charter Review Commission may forward recommendations (Charter 11.10.30)to the clallam county Board of commissioners by writing if adopted nv ã ii]nòrà majority of theChafter Review Commission attending a regular ôr speciát meeting. rhe commissioners(s)
presenting the recommendation on behalf of the CRÇ may onf sþeak to the recommendation
as voted by the CRC unless the Commissioner explains tnát srré/rrä is expresiinJtheir personal
opinion.

Section 2. Any proposed charter Amendments fonruarded to the voters shall require a roll-callvote.

ARTICLE X - PUBLIC HEARINGS
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Section 1. It is the desire of the Commission to hold as many public hearings as reasonable.

Section 2. The time and place of public hearings shall be fixed by the Commission. Such
hearings will be rotated among the three commission districts as áeemed appropriate by the
Commission.

Section 3. The Chair, a Vice Chair, or in their absence, the designee of the members present,
shall preside at public hearings conducted by the commission or commítLees.

ARTTCLE XI - PUBLIC STATEMENTS

Section 1. While any member has a right to express personal views and opinions pursuant to
our constitutional guarantee of freedom of speech, statemeng purport¡ng to represent the
views or pronouncements of the Commission or committeg thereof shaffnot be made except
as directed or authorized by a majority of the entire Commission at any spec¡al or regular
meeting or public hearing and provision shall be made br expression of ñ¡non¡ty views at the
same time.

Sectíon 2. The Chair may make public announcemenb of reetings or public hearlngs, and
may authorize the issuance of fact statements relating to tfre Commíssion's work as fhe Chair
may deem necessary.

ARIfCLE Xrr - VACANCTES

SectÍon 1. Vacancíes on the Board occurring pursuant to the Clallam County Charter shall be
declared by the Executive Committee.

Section 2. Vacancies slrall be filled pursuant to Article XI of the Clallam County Charter.

ARTICLE XIil - COMMTTTEES

The Commission may establish such standing committees and ad hoc committees as it deems
necessary for the proper execution of the Commission's responsibilities. Committees shall have
fewer Commission members than a quorum of the Commission. Members of each committee
shall elect a Chair from among their own number unless such Chair is named by the
Commission.

Committees that are formed as per state law to write "For" and "Against" statements about
amendments proposed by the Charter Review Commission which wilt Ue included in the Voters
Pamphlet, are NOT considered to be committees of the Charter Review Commission even
though they may be members of the CRC.

ARTCLE XIV - ORDER OF BUSINESS

There shall be an "order of Business" (Agenda) established in the rules.
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ARTÏCLE XV - AMENDMENT OF THE BYI-AWS

T.hese Bylaws may be amended at any time by an affirmative vote of a majority but not less
than eight (8) of the Commission members present at any regular or speciál mäeüng after
written notice of the proposed action has been mailed, emailed, or delivered to members of the
Commission at least five (5) days prior to the meeting and following posting of such proposed
action on the Clallam County website.

Adopted: January 27, 2025
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A.

CLALTAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION

2025 RUrES

AGENDA

The agenda shall be prepared by the Chair for each regular or special meeting of the
Commission' The agenda shall reflect the order of business as provided in thése rules and shall
be prepared by the Chair for each regular or special meeting of the Commission.

MEFNNGS

Meetings shall be scheduled by a majority vote of the commission. .

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND INTERVIEWEWffH PUBLIC OFFICTAI-S

Public hearings where the public is invited to submit testfrnony or informafional matter
concerning the charter shall be conducted in the follorruing manner:1' Any person desiring to address the Commission or committee at a public hearing

will be encouraged to first sign the speaker's list giving his or her name and address
and the name of the persons, go\€rnment unit, or organization on whose behalf he
or she appears and speaks. Speakers will be recognized in the order of signup.2. The presiding officer maç in the interest of facilitating the business of the
Commission or comrnittee, limit the amount of time to be allowed to any person,
governmental uniÇ organization or grc,up and may fimit the number of
representatives of any 9ÞuP, govemmental uniÇ or organization who shall be
allowed to be heard on a particular subject under discussion.3. Any member of the Commission desiring to address the Commission or committee
at a public hearing or meeting must fir$ be recognized by the presiding officer.4. In order to assure that each Charter Revíew Commission member has [he
opportunity lo ask questions of the speakers during public meetings, each member
shall be allowed to ask one question until all members in attendarrce have been
afforded the opportunity to ask a question. Once all members have been given the
oppoftunity to ask a question, Chair will proceed in order again after the fiist round.5. The Chair will explain at the beginning of public hearings, that speakers can choose
whether to answer questions; the Commission realizes tnat not everyone is
comfortable speaking in public,

6. All public cmment (email, public hearing statements, letters, and telephone calls)
shall be distríbuted to all Commission members by email or hard copy and Clerk will
register all public comments retained for the Commission.

B. Interviews of public officials and public employees may be conducted as a committee of
the whole, provided that all testimony, statements, and papers pertaining to the Charter
shall be made a part of the Commission's records.

C. Public notice shall be given for any public hearing per RCW.
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EXPENDITURES

After consultation with county staff, the Chair may expend funds up to g50 to fufther the
objectives of the commission; PROVIDED the Chair reports on the nature and the amount of
such expenditures at the next general meeting of the commission. Any expenditure over this
amount must be considered and approved per these rules.

oRpER OF BUSTNESS (AGENpA)

The order of business will be determined by the Executive Committee with assurance of two
public comment periods not exceeding three minutes each per speaker.

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES

These rules may be suspended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any regular or
special meeting.

Adopted: January 9,2020
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