
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
**ATTENTION** 
Clallam County Solid Waste Advisory Committee meetings will also be available virtually at:   
If you would like to participate in the meeting via Zoom audio only, call 253-215-8782 and use meeting ID: 839-
6528-6109 and passcode: 12345 
If you would like to participate in the meeting via Zoom video conference, visit https://zoom.us/join and use 
Meeting ID: 890-3803-3758 and Passcode: 12345 
This meeting can be viewed on a live stream at this link: http://www.clallam.net/features/meetings.html 
Public comment and questions can be directed to County Public Works at 360-417-2441, 
ron.garcelon@clallamcountywa.gov  or steve.gray@clallamcountywa.gov 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
A. WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
B. REQUEST OF MODIFICATIONS/ADDTIONS TO AGENDA 
C. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTE(S):  May 2024. 
D. REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

1. Organics Management Updates: 
- Sisterland Farm 
- WSU Extension 
- City of Port Angeles 
- Lazy J Farms 
- Other Stakeholders 

E. CONTINUING MATTERS 
1. Ecology Response to questions from May Meeting (See Attachments)  
2. Clallam County Solid Waste Management Plan 

– Discuss Chapter 8 (Organics) Recommendations. 
Link to Solid Waste Management Plan: 
HTTPS://WWW.CLALLAMCOUNTYWA.GOV/DOCUMENTCENTER/VIEW/5449/COMPREHENSIVE-SOLID-
WASTE-MANAGEMENT-PLAN-UPDATE-PDF?BIDID= 

F. NEW BUSINESS ITEMS  
1. Comprehensive Plan Updates – Meggan 

G. NEXT-MEETING/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS DISCUSSION – Confirm next meeting date and 
targeted discussion items: September 25, 2024, 3pm 

- MynoCarbon Presentation  
H. PUBLIC COMMENT – Please limit comments to three minutes. 

 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

AGENDA 
CLALLAM COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Clallam County Courthouse, Room 160 
223 East 4th St Port Angeles, WA 

July 24, 2024 – 3:00 p.m.  

 

https://zoom.us/join
http://www.clallam.net/features/meetings.html
mailto:ron.garcelon@clallamcountywa.gov
mailto:steve.gray@clallamcountywa.gov
https://www.clallamcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5449/Comprehensive-Solid-Waste-Management-Plan-Update-PDF?bidId=
https://www.clallamcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5449/Comprehensive-Solid-Waste-Management-Plan-Update-PDF?bidId=


Expanded Polystyrene Ban + Outreach
Lauren DiRe
April 2024
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello and good afternoon.

My name is Lauren DiRe and I am the Waste Reduction, Reuse, and Research Specialist in our solid waste management program. Today I’m here as the implementation lead for the expanded polystyrene ban.
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Outreach

5 Questions?

1

Waste & Toxics Reduction Laws Flyer

Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) Ban

Introduction

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And today, I’ll be talking to you about the expanded polystyrene ban and some collaborative outreach that Ecology has been conducting.

I’ll briefly go over these laws, talk about updates, and go over outreach that is being done.
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Expanded Polystyrene Ban
Effective June 1, 2023 and June 1, 2024

• Details of the law
• Impacts
• Resources



June 1, 2023: Packing Peanuts

Expanded polystyrene packing 
peanuts are banned.

Does not include: 
• block or sheet expanded polystyrene 

foam
• compostable packing peanuts

4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are two effective dates or phases to this law. The first one went into effect on June 1, 2023, which covered expanded polystyrene packing peanuts and other loose-fill expanded polystyrene packaging.

Which means that EPS packing peanuts are now banned for sale and distribution into and throughout Washington state. I will go over this again later in the presentation, but if you see any EPS packing peanuts for sale in Washington, please email me (or epsban@ecy.wa.gov).

Block expanded polystyrene foam or compostable packing peanuts are not banned.



June 1, 2024: Food Service Products

Expanded polystyrene food service 
products such as the following will be 
banned:
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• Portable coolers
• Plates
• Bowls
• Clam shells

• Trays 
• Cups
• Prepackaged food 

containers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The second effective date in this law is June 1, 2024, and that is when food service products such as the following will be banned: portable coolers, plates, bowls, to-go clamshell containers, trays, cups, and prepackaged food containers. 

So yes, Ecology’s interpretation of this law found that prepackaged food containers made of expanded polystyrene foam, will be banned as of June 1, 2024. 




Exemptions/Not Covered
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• Containers used for drugs, medical devices, or 
biological materials (21 U.S.C. Sec. 301 et seq.)

• Shipping perishable commodities from a wholesale or 
retail establishment

• Packaging for raw, uncooked, or butchered meat, fish, 
poultry, or seafood, vegetables, fruit, or egg cartons

• Block or sheet expanded polystyrene foam

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are a few exemptions and items not covered by this law. I already mentioned that block or sheet expanded polystyrene foam isn’t covered. 

In addition, containers used for drugs, medical devices, or biological materials are exempt. 

There is also an exemption when shipping perishable commodities from…




Who Will Be Impacted by This Law?

Manufacturers and 
producers of the 
covered EPS products will 
no longer be allowed to 
distribute or sell these 
materials within or into 
Washington State.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Who will be impacted by this law? As the law states, manufacturers and producers of the covered products will no longer be allowed to distribute or sell these materials throughout the state, or into the state, so they will be impacted.

As well as….



Also Impacted…
• Businesses that sell 

shipping/packaging materials
• Retail establishments (grocers, 

gas stations, etc) 
• Restaurants, food trucks, fast food 

establishments
• Institutional cafeterias (such as 

schools or correctional facilities)
• Retirement homes
• Religious institutions
• Many others

8

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Any business that sells or uses these items in Washington. 

So businesses that sell shipping or packaging materials, retail establishments that sell these products, such as grocers or I’ve seen some of these items in gas stations, etc

Restaurants and food service establishments will no longer be able to use EPS foam to-go containers, or cups or plates,

Institutional cafeterias, such as schools, will no longer be able to serve breakfast or lunch on foam trays after this school year, and I believe there are still quite a few schools using foam trays, so they will be impacted

And many others. 
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Resources
Ecology webpage: 
ecology.wa.gov/epsban 

• Outreach Toolkit
• Reference Guide of 

Alternatives 

• Review the Law Language:
• RCW 70A.245.070

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Resources available for this law – we have an EPS Ban Ecology webpage – the shortened url is ecology.wa.gov/epsban

On that webpage, we have an outreach toolkit with this two-sided flyer that has images of the covered products on the front, and more detailed information on the law on the back. And it is available in 17 languages.

There is a downloadable reference guide of alternatives to single use expanded polystyrene food containers and packing peanuts that was created by New York State Department of Environmental Conservation when its incredibly similar EPS Ban went into place. It is 28 pages long and covers alternative material options for various uses of EPS packaging and food containers. And we are posting it with their permission.

And then you can always review the law language.

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Waste-reduction-programs/Plastics/2021-plastic-pollution-laws/Expanded-polystyrene-ban
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/SWM/EPS/EPS_outreach.zip
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/SWM/EPS/EPSAlternativesList_NYStatePub.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/SWM/EPS/EPSAlternativesList_NYStatePub.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.245.070
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Help Spread Awareness
• Look for violations
 Email me with business name, address, and description of 

violation (EPSban@ecy.wa.gov)
 Future: report observations of noncompliance using the 

EPS Ban Observation Form

• Help us spread awareness
 Print & share flyers from our websites:

̶ Expanded Polystyrene Ban Toolkit
 Sign up for updates 

̶ Join our EPS Ban e-mail subscriber list 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are always interested in getting help with spreading awareness of these laws. You can do that by reporting violations, which for the EPS Ban the process is just emailing me, or the epsban email, with the business name, address, and description of the violation. 
In the coming year, we will have an observation reporting form on the EPS ban webpage.


https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/SWM/EPS/EPS_outreach.zip
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_87
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Waste & Toxics Reduction Laws
• Waste & Toxics Reduction Laws Flyer

• Spanish
• Chinese
• Korean
• Vietnamese

• Blog post: “Food packaging laws seek 
to reduce litter and PFAS 
contamination”

• GovDelivery

• Social media
• TikTok
• Instagram/Facebook
• Twitter

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Over the past year, colleagues from solid waste, hazardous waste, and I have been collaborating on our law outreach efforts. We realized that there are five newer laws in Washington that all impact food service businesses and organizations, with three of them going into effect in 2024. And rather than creating separate materials on these laws, we decided to come together and make it easier on those impacted by them. 

So, we created this flyer you see here. It has three laws on the front, and two laws on the back. It’s heavily picture oriented, with just the basic details of each law. We want people to know which items to look out for, and then each law has a QR code next to it, which takes you to it’s corresponding webpage. The flyer is currently translated into Spanish, Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese, but I just started the process to get it translated into an additional 12 languages.

We also published a blog post last month about these laws, and sent that to different GovDelivery channels. We also worked with our comms team to create social media to again bring more awareness of these recent laws. And we’ve been receiving a lot of media attention as a result of this blog and our outreach efforts.

NEXT

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2404013.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/blog/april-2024/food-packaging-laws-seek-to-reduce-litter-and-pfas-contamination


Outreach through Associations
• Food service industry

• Washington Food Truck Association
• Washington Hospitality Association (hotels and restaurants) 

• Retailers/grocers
• Washington Food Industry Association (independent grocery stores)
• Northwest Grocery Association
• Washington State Farmers Market Association
• Office of Regulatory Innovation and Assistance
• Asian Small Business Fair

• Plastic and packaging associations
• AMERIPEN
• American Chemistry Council
• Plastics Industry Association
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Speaking of outreach efforts, we’ve contacted a lot of WA associations with members that might be affected by these laws. We’ve targeted the food service industry through…
And retailer and grocers…

we were featured in the office of regulatory innovation and assistance’s newsletter this month. And we will be presenting at the Asian Small Business Fair next month.

We have reached out to a few plastic and packaging associations.

NEXT



Additional Outreach
• Local Health Jurisdictions (LHJs)

• Communication Managers 
• Environmental Health Directors

• Schools
• OSPI (public schools)
• Washington State Board for Community and Technical Colleges and the Student Services Commission 

(community and technical colleges, universities)

• Producers
• Educational letters
• Office hours/drop in sessions

• Large retailers
• Emailed informational letters

• Direct mail campaign to businesses in later summer/early fall
13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Additional outreach, we’ve presented to the communication managers of local health jurisdictions now several weeks ago. We are also reaching out to the environmental health directors soon. After presenting to the communication managers, Franklin-Benton counties reached out and asked for 2,000 flyers in 3 different languages, and we are hoping to be able to provide flyers to LHJs across the state in the languages they need as they conduct health inspections.

We’ve contacted OSPI and we’re presenting to community and technical colleges and universities at 11 am today.

Directly to producers through educational letters and Patrick held office hours last year for producers impacted by his law.

Late summer, early fall, Carolyn and I are planning a direct mail campaign to food service businesses. We are going to send an informational letter as well as a flyer and some translated language to each restaurant in the state.
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Questions?
Lauren DiRe

lauren.dire@ecy.wa.gov 
(509) 202-6946 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s my contact information. Does anyone have any questions I can answer?

mailto:lauren.dire@ecy.wa.gov


Outreach
• Food service industry

• Local Health Jurisdictions (communication managers and environmental health directors)
• Washington Food Truck Association
• Washington Hospitality Association (hotels and restaurants) 
• Washington Food Industry Association (independent grocery stores)
• Office of Regulatory Innovation and Assistance (small businesses)

• Long-term care and developmental disabilities facilities
• Department of Social and Health Services 

• Schools
• OSPI (public schools)
• Washington State Board for Community and Technical Colleges and the Student Services Commission (community 

and technical colleges, universities)

• Stadiums and Arenas
• Green Sports Alliance

• Direct mail campaign to businesses in later summer/early fall

15

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Additional outreach, we’ve reached out to local health jurisdictions and presented to the communication managers a couple weeks ago. We are also reaching out to the environmental health directors soon.

We have reached out to industry groups and organizations such as the….. we were featured in the office of regulatory innovation and assistance’s newsletter this month.

Late summer, early fall, Carolyn and I are planning a direct mail campaign to food service businesses. We are going to send an informational letter as well as a flyer and some translated language to each restaurant in the state.

And we are hoping to connect with the local health jurisdictions to provide them with enough flyers to use while conducting their health code inspections. We’ve already sent 2,000 flyers in 3 languages to Benton-Franklin Counties. We are trying to get the word out through as many channels as possible.



Waste & Toxics Reduction Laws
Recent food packaging and single-use laws in Washington State
May 8, 2024

1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello and good morning everyone. 

My name is Lauren DiRe and I am the implementation lead for the expanded polystyrene ban. Today, I am here with two other leads on packaging laws at Ecology that we’re going to give you updates on.


NEXT SLIDE



Waste & 
Toxics 
Reduction 
Laws
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1. NEW combined flyer: Waste & Toxics Reduction Laws

2. Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) Ban

3. Single-use Serviceware Law

4. Single-use Plastic Bag Ban

5. Compostable Plastic Labeling Law

6. PFAS in Food Packaging Law

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’m going to start off with a new outreach flyer we created for food service businesses and organizations. And then we’ll go through each of the laws featured on that flyer.

Apologies to anyone who attended the recycling coordinators meeting two weeks ago when we gave this presentation, but hopefully for everyone else most of this information will be new as we’re trying to focus on updates to any of these laws as well as new laws, but it’s possible you’ve heard some of this information before.

NEXT SLIDE
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Waste & Toxics Reduction Laws Timeline

Oct 2021
Single-use 
Plastic Bag 
Ban

Jan 2022
Single-use 
Serviceware Law

June 2023
Expanded 
Polystyrene Ban: 
Packing Peanuts

Jan 2024
Expanded 
Polystyrene Ban: 
Food Service Products

June 2024

May 2024

Compostable 
Plastic Product 
Labeling

PFAS in Food 
Packaging

Feb 2023
PFAS in 
Food 
Packaging

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s a timeline of the laws we’ll be going over today. So you’ll see on the right, the PFAS in food packaging law just had an effective date this month, and the expanded polystyrene has one in June.

But all of these laws are fairly new. The oldest one, the single-use plastic bag ban, only went into effect a little over two and a half years ago. So this is a lot of laws in a short period of time that affect food service businesses and organizations.

NEXT SLIDE
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Waste & Toxics Reduction Laws
• Waste & Toxics Reduction Laws Flyer

• Spanish
• Chinese
• Korean
• Vietnamese

• Blog post: “Food packaging laws seek 
to reduce litter and PFAS 
contamination”

• GovDelivery

• Social media
• TikTok
• Instagram/Facebook
• Twitter

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Over the past year, a group of us in solid waste and hazardous waste have been collaborating on our law outreach efforts. We realized that our individual laws that we were implementing overlapped in that they all impact food service businesses and organizations, And three of them had effective dates in 2024. And rather than creating separate materials on these laws, we decided to come together and make it easier on those impacted by them. 

So, we created this flyer you see here. It has three laws on the front, and two laws on the back. It’s very picture oriented, with just the basic details of each law. We want people to know which items to look out for, and then they can scan the QR code next to each law that will take them to it’s corresponding webpage. The flyer is currently translated into Spanish, Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese, but we just started the process to get it translated into an additional 13 languages.

We also published a blog post in April covering the details and intent of each of these laws, and sent that to different GovDelivery channels. We also worked with our comms team to create social media to again bring more awareness of these recent laws. And we’ve been receiving a lot of media attention as a result of this blog and our outreach efforts.

NEXT

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2404013.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/blog/april-2024/food-packaging-laws-seek-to-reduce-litter-and-pfas-contamination


Outreach through Associations
• Food service industry

• Washington Food Truck Association
• Washington Hospitality Association (hotels and restaurants) 

• Retailers/grocers
• Washington Food Industry Association (independent grocery stores)
• Northwest Grocery Association
• Washington State Farmers Market Association
• Office of Regulatory Innovation and Assistance
• Asian Small Business Fair

• Plastic and packaging associations
• AMERIPEN
• American Chemistry Council
• Plastics Industry Association
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Speaking of outreach efforts, we’ve contacted a lot of WA associations with members that might be affected by these laws. We’ve targeted the food service industry through…
And retailer and grocers…

we were featured in the office of regulatory innovation and assistance’s newsletter this month. And we will be presenting at the Asian Small Business Fair late this month.

We have reached out to a few plastic and packaging associations directly.

NEXT



Additional Outreach
• Local Health Jurisdictions (LHJs)

• Communication Managers 
• Environmental Health Directors

• Schools
• OSPI (public schools)
• Washington State Board for Community and Technical Colleges and the Student Services Commission 

(community and technical colleges, universities)

• Producers
• Educational letters
• Office hours/drop in sessions

• Large retailers
• Emailed informational letters

• Direct mail campaign to businesses in later summer/early fall
6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Additional outreach, we presented to the communication managers of local health jurisdictions about a month ago. After presenting, Benton-Franklin counties reached out and asked for 2,000 flyers in 3 different languages, and we are in the process of contacting other LHJs to see if they are able to provide flyers during their health inspections and to ask which languages they would need. 

We’ve contacted OSPI and we presented to community and technical colleges as well as universities.

Directly to producers through educational letters and Patrick held office hours last year for producers impacted by his law.

Late summer, early fall, Carolyn and I are planning a direct mail campaign to food service businesses. We are going to send an informational letter as well as a flyer and some translated language to each restaurant in the state.

Next slide please
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Expanded Polystyrene Ban
Effective June 1, 2023 and June 1, 2024

• Details of the law
• Impacts
• Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Alright, so the expanded polystyrene ban

Next slide




June 1, 2023: Packing Peanuts

Expanded polystyrene packing 
peanuts are banned.

Does not include: 
• block or sheet expanded polystyrene 

foam
• compostable packing peanuts

• labeled appropriately

8

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are two effective dates or phases to this law. The first one went into effect on June 1, 2023, which banned the sale and distribution of expanded polystyrene packing peanuts and other loose-fill expanded polystyrene packaging.

Block expanded polystyrene foam (which you might see around electronics to protect them) or compostable packing peanuts are not banned.

NEXT SLIDE



June 1, 2024: Food Service Products

Expanded polystyrene food service 
products such as the following will be 
banned:
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• Foam coolers
• Plates
• Bowls
• Cups

• Clam shell “to-go” 
containers

• Trays 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The second effective date in this law is June 1, 2024, and that is when food service products made of expanded polystyrene such as the following will be banned: foam coolers, plates, bowls, to-go clamshell containers, trays, and cups. 

For the past year and a half that I have been presenting on this law, I have also been saying that prepackaged food items such as noodle cups will be prohibited under this law. As of two weeks ago, that interpretation has been reversed. So prepackaged food items with expanded polystyrene packaging will not be banned or impacted by this law. Help me spread the word.

NEXT



Exemptions/Not Covered
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• Containers used for drugs, medical devices, or biological 
materials 

• When shipping perishable commodities from a wholesale or 
retail establishment

• Packaging for raw, uncooked, or butchered meat, fish, poultry, or 
seafood, vegetables, fruit, or egg cartons

• Block or sheet expanded polystyrene foam
• Prepackaged food containers (ex. noodle cups)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are a few exemptions and items not covered by this law. Containers used for drugs, medical devices, or biological materials are exempt. 

There is also an exemption when shipping perishable commodities from…
Packaging for raw, uncooked….

And then I mentioned that block or sheet expanded polystyrene foam and prepackaged food items are not covered by this ban.


Next slide



Who Will Be Impacted by This Law?

Manufacturers and 
producers of the 
covered EPS products will 
no longer be allowed to 
distribute or sell these 
materials within or into 
Washington State.

11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Who will be impacted by this law? As the law states, manufacturers and producers of the covered products will no longer be allowed to distribute or sell these materials throughout the state, or into the state, so they will be impacted.

As well as….next slide



Also Impacted…
• Businesses that sell 

shipping/packaging materials
• Retail establishments (grocers, 

gas stations, etc) 
• Restaurants, food trucks, fast food 

establishments
• Institutional cafeterias (such as 

schools or correctional facilities)
• Retirement homes
• Religious institutions
• Many others

12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Any business that sells or uses these items in Washington. 

So businesses that sell shipping or packaging materials, retail establishments that sell these products, such as grocers or I’ve seen some of these items in gas stations, etc

Restaurants and food service establishments will no longer be able to use EPS foam to-go containers, or cups or plates,

Institutional cafeterias, such as schools, will no longer be able to serve breakfast or lunch on foam trays after this school year, and I believe there are still quite a few schools using foam trays, so they will be impacted

And many others. Next slide
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Resources
Ecology webpage:
ecology.wa.gov/epsban 

• Outreach Toolkit
• Reference Guide of 

Alternatives 

• Review the Law Language:
• RCW 70A.245.070

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Resources available for this law – we have an EPS Ban Ecology webpage – the shortened url is ecology.wa.gov/epsban

On that webpage, we normally have an outreach toolkit with this two-sided flyer that has images of the covered products on the front, and more detailed information on the law on the back. I have been updating the flyer to reflect the prepackaged food update, but the English version will be up later today. And the 17 other languages will follow once I am able to get those updated as well.

There is a downloadable reference guide of alternatives to single use expanded polystyrene food containers and packing peanuts that was created by New York State Department of Environmental Conservation when its incredibly similar EPS Ban went into place. It is 28 pages long and covers alternative material options for various uses of EPS packaging and food containers. And we are posting it with their permission.

And then you can always review the law language. Next slide

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Waste-reduction-programs/Plastics/2021-plastic-pollution-laws/Expanded-polystyrene-ban
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/SWM/EPS/EPS_outreach.zip
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/SWM/EPS/EPSAlternativesList_NYStatePub.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/SWM/EPS/EPSAlternativesList_NYStatePub.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.245.070
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Help Spread Awareness
• Look for violations
 Email me with business name, address, and description of 

violation (EPSban@ecy.wa.gov)
 Future: report observations of noncompliance using the 

EPS Ban Observation Form

• Help us spread awareness
 Print & share flyers from our websites:

̶ Expanded Polystyrene Ban Toolkit
 Sign up for updates 

̶ Join our EPS Ban e-mail subscriber list 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are always interested in getting help with spreading awareness of these laws. You can do that by reporting violations, which for the EPS Ban the process is just emailing me, or the epsban email, with the business name, address, and description of the violation. 

In the coming year, we will have an observation reporting form on the EPS ban webpage.




https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/SWM/EPS/EPS_outreach.zip
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_87
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Single-use 
Serviceware Law
Effective January 1, 2022

 Overview of the law
 Outreach resources
 Updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Carolyn:
The single-use serviceware law went into effect on January 1, 2022. 
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Law Details

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The serviceware requirements are fairly simple. Rather than automatically providing customers or patrons with single-use food serviceware items, businesses have one of three choices: 
-The business can ask the customer if they want the items and have them confirm. 
-The customer can request the items. 
-Or, the business can set up a self-serve station where customers can grab only the items they want or need. 
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Single-use Serviceware Items Include:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The food serviceware items covered under this law are: �- Utensils
- drink stirrers, straws, splash sticks and cocktail picks; 
- cold beverage cup lids (except in drive thrus), and 
- sauce or condiment packets. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The law also bans bundled utensils from being distributed or sold to customers in Washington State. This again is with the intent to not automatically provide customers with items they don’t want or need. So if a customer just wants a fork, they aren’t also provided a spoon, knife, napkin, and salt and pepper pack. 

This law applies to all food businesses and institutional cafeterias such as schools. 



Single-use Serviceware 
Online Observation Form

19

• Report non-compliance

• Ecology will send an educational 
letter or phone call

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In January Ecology launched a new online observation form for the single-use Serviceware law. We encourage anyone to please let us know if they see an instance of non-compliance. In response, Ecology will send an educational letter and, if needed, we’ll call the business to offer technical assistance.




Single-use Serviceware 
Ads for Social Media
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
April 8th - 22nd Ecology ran paid ads across Washington State to promote awareness of the single-use Serviceware law. We’re in the process of posting these social media graphics on the single-use Serviceware law toolkit webpage and invite you to share them in your local communities!
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Resources
Ecology webpage:
ecology.wa.gov/serviceware
• Outreach toolkit
• Online Obsetvation form

Review the law language:
RCW 70A.245.080

Questions?
carolyn.bowie@ecy.wa.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And finally, Ecology created an outreach toolkit for the Single-Use Serviceware Law. 
The toolkit is posted on our serviceware website and includes flyers, point of sale signs, and graphics that can be utilized as needed. All the materials are formatted for accessibility, have been translated into 17 additional languages.


https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Waste-reduction-programs/Plastics/2021-plastic-pollution-laws/Food-serviceware
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Waste-reduction-programs/Plastics/2021-plastic-pollution-laws/Food-serviceware/Toolkit
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/WasteReduction/SingleUseServiceware
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.245.080
mailto:Carolyn.bowie@ecy.wa.gov
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Statewide 
Single-use 
Plastic Bag Ban
Effective October 1, 2021

 Overview of the law
 Outreach resources
 Report to the legislature 2024

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And now we’ll move on to the statewide single-use plastic bag ban which took effect two and a half years ago in October 2021. I’ll provide a brief overview of this law, that may be familiar to most of you, and then share an update on the bag ban’s report to the legislature.
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• Single-use plastic bags are 
banned

• Fee of at least 8 cents 

• Post consumer recycled 
content and thickness 
requirements for compliant 
bags

Law Details

Information graphics and further 
details are available on Ecology’s 
website:

ecology.wa.gov/bagban 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All single-use plastic carryout bags provided at point of sale or through delivery and pickup are now banned across Washington State. Compliant bags can be made available to customers for at least an 8 cent per bag charge shown on a receipt to the customer. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Waste-reduction-programs/Plastics/Plastic-bag-ban
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Exemptions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The ban really only applies to the single-use carryout bags. It does not apply to produce bags or small bags used in store for bulk items, newspaper or dry-cleaning bags, trash bags or pet waste bags sold in store, or small film bags used to wrap items in a deli setting for safety or sanitary purposes..    
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Available Resources
ecology.wa.gov/bagban 

• Outreach Toolkit

• Bag Ban Online Observation Form

• Review the Law Language:
RCW 70A.530

• Questions?
Carolyn.bowie@ecy.wa.gov 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Like the previous two laws, you’re invited to visit Ecology’s single-use bag ban webpage to view more information about the law and an educational toolkit, translated in 17 languages. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/bag-ban
http://listserv.ecology.wa.gov/scripts/wa-ECOLOGY.exe?SUBED1=WA-BAG-BAN&A=1
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/PlasticBagReporting/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.530
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.530
mailto:Carolyn.bowie@ecy.wa.gov


Bag Ban Report to the 
Legislature
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• Final report due December 1, 2024

• Lead agency: Department of Commerce
• Coordinating a research advisory committee 

with representative stakeholders

• Evaluates the impact of the single-use bag ban:
• Mil thickness requirement
• Pass-through charge
• Volume of bags purchased
• Recommendations for revision to the law

• RCW 70A.530.060

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As written into statute, an evaluative research report of the impact of the bag ban must be submitted to Washington’s legislature by December 1, 2024. 
This work is being lead by Department of Commerce who contracted the report to a research team at Washington State University. We’re working with a group of stakeholders who represent government agencies that range from local cities to Ecology and DSHS, grocery associations, and plastic and paper bag manufacturers and distributors. After an initial kick-off meeting, the WSU team is successfully gathering statewide data that demonstrates the Bag Ban’s impact on carryout bag sales to retailers, the impact of the thickness requirement for plastic bags, and effectiveness of the pass-through charge. The report will likely feature recommendations for revision to the law to be considered in the 2025 legislative session.


https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.530.060
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Compostable Plastic 
Product Labeling Law
Effective January 1, 2024

 Overview of the law
 Outreach resources
 Updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And now we’ll transition to a recent law, the Compostable Plastic Product Labeling Law! I’m covering this part of the presentation for the person who leads the implementation, Patrick Merscher. 



Labeling Rules for Compostable Products
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By January 1, 2024, all compostable products sold and distributed 
in WA must:

Meet ASTM D6400 
or D6868 

specifications.

Meet labeling 
requirements under 

the U.S. Federal 
Trade Commission's 

guides.

Feature labeling 
that meets 

industry 
standards for 

being 
distinguishable.

Have logo from 
3rd-party 
certifier 

verifying ASTM.

Display the 
word 

“compostable”.

Use green, beige, or 
brown labeling, 

striping, or other 
patterns to help 

differentiate 
compostable items.

Be included on 
the producer 
declaration 

submitted to 
Ecology’s 
database.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As of Jan. 1 – all products labeled or marketed as “compostable” need to follow the rules laid out on this slide, including meeting the relevant ASTM standards (D6400 or D6868). Right now there is an exception for products made entirely from wood or another fiber. Starting June 6, 2024 a new update will take effect that expands the exception to products that are at least 98% fiber with no plastic additives, polymers, waxes, dyes, etc. 
Verification a product meets the standard should be clearly shown with a logo from a third-party certifier. Products should also use the use of a color signal like green, beige, or brown labeling, striping, or other patterns to help differentiate compostable products; have the written word “compostable” and be included on a declaration of compliance the producer submits to Ecology. The last two boxes on the slide are about the FTC’s green guides (which are federal laws that must be followed) and industry standards for compostable products. The industry standards have already been mostly distilled with the color signal, certifier logo, and word “compostable.”

https://www.ftc.gov/legal-library/browse/rules/green-guides
https://www.ftc.gov/legal-library/browse/rules/green-guides
https://www.ftc.gov/legal-library/browse/rules/green-guides


Specifics Vary by 
Product Type
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Exempt
• 100% wood
• At least 98% fiber with no plastic 

additives
Special sections (ASTM only)
• Film Bags
• Food Service Products
• Other film products

Labeling, printing, embossing, stickers, 
and combos are all OK

See Ecology Pub 23-07-022 
(apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2307022.html)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We talked about the general requirements for labeling compostable plastics, but its important to know that some of the specifics vary based on the type of product. Products made from wood, or 98% fiber are exempt from the labeling rule as long as they have no conventional plastic additives. There are specific section to address film bags, other film products, and food service products – all of these product types must be certified to ASTM standards. Products outside these categories can be certified to significantly similar standards available from international bodies. We have a producer focus sheet (Pub 23-07-022) available on our website although I will mention it is getting updated for clarity and legislation from the most recent session.

http://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2307022.html


Prohibited in Washington
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• Terms other than “compostable” 
ex. biodegradable, degradable, 
decomposable, oxo-degradable, etc.

• For plastics that do not meet ASTM 
standards D6400 or D6868:
• Use of labeling or terms required on 

compostable products.
• For film bags includes using tinting 

and color schemes required for 
compostable products, and recycling 
symbols (new clarification added)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to creating new labeling rules for compostable plastics, this law also established “prohibited acts.” These includes confusing or misleading terms like biodegradable, degradable, decomposable, oxo-degradable and similar words. The one exception is agricultural mulch films but generally these degrade in the field and don’t enter the solid waste stream anyway. The only acceptable term in WA is now “compostable” and it must be certified that it meets scientific standards for composting in industrial settings.
Similarly the law also makes it illegal to use the term compostable on a product that is not compostable (i.e. doesn’t meet the relevant ASTM standards). There are additional restrictions for film bags including the use of tinting and color schemes and recycling symbols. 
Two examples are here on the slide. Unfortunately holidays 2023 was the last time you should see these green cellophane treat bags – I assume this is non-compostable and therefore can’t be green. If it is compostable it’s missing the certifier logo and the word COMPOSTABLE. In the bottom left, this is a real clunker in my opinion – it’s tinted green, has a recycling symbol, is not certified, and says “biodegradable”



Resources
• ecology.wa.gov/compostable-labeling

• FAQs
• Producer Focus Sheet (Pub 23-07-022)
• Producer Declaration Walkthrough (Pub 23-07-059) 

and video demo (YouTube)
• Food service law flyer 
• GovDelivery email updates
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Updates/Coming Soon
• Updated publications for changes in most recent session
• New blog and GovDelivery updates (in May)
• Social media targeted to businesses and consumers (this 

summer)
• Enforcement begins in July

• Mislabeled products, greenwashing products
• Both Ecology and local governments 
• Producers are responsible (not businesses)
• Look for report form in July (like bag ban’s)

32
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PFAS in Food 
Packaging
Effective February 1, 2023
And May 1, 2024

 Overview of the ban
 Types of containers
 What it means 



PFAS in Food Packaging
Overview of the ban

• Certain types of food packaging that 
have per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS) intentionally added to them may 
not be manufactured, sold, or 
distributed in Washington. 

   (RCW 70A.222.070)

• The ban applies to food packaging 
made of:

 paper or other plant fiber

  and

 has PFAS intentionally added

34

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Definitions:

"Manufacturer" means a person, firm, partnership, organization, joint venture, or corporation that applies a package to a product for distribution or sale.

Food packaging is intended for direct food contact and made from paper, paperboard, or other plant fiber materials. The term refers to the whole package or a part of the packaging.

PFAS are one or more fluorinated organic chemicals that contain at least one fully fluorinated carbon atom.



PFAS in Food Packaging
Types containers and when
As of Feb. 1, 2023:
Food packaging manufacturers, distributors, 
and retailers may not manufacture, sell, or 
distribute:

Wraps*
Plates*
Food boats*
Pizza boxes*

*That contain intentionally added PFAS
35



PFAS in Food Packaging
As of May 1, 2024:

Bags and sleeves*
Bowls*
Flat serviceware,* including items like 
plates and trays
Open-top containers,* including items 
like french fry cartons and food cups
Closed containers,* including items like 
clamshells

*That contain intentionally added PFAS
36

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Food packaging manufacturers, distributors, and retailers may not manufacture, sell, or distribute:




PFAS in Food Packaging
What it means

• Food packaging made of plant fiber 
(i.e., paper) with PFAS intentionally 
added to them may not be 
manufactured, sold, or distributed in 
Washington. 

• Businesses that purchase any of these 
products can ask the manufacturer for 
their certificate of compliance.

• Manufacturers that make food 
packaging items on the banned list 
must develop a certificate of 
compliance.

• Keep the certificate as long as the 
packaging is in use, and for three 
years after its last sale or distribution.

• This certificate must be provided if 
requested.
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https://ecology.wa.gov/certificate-of-compliance-2023
https://ecology.wa.gov/certificate-of-compliance-2023


Certificate
of 
Compliance
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Example

Ecology website https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-
chemicals/PFAS/Food-packaging

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An updated version of the COC is coming soon. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS/Food-packaging

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS/Food-packaging


Questions?
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• Expanded Polystyrene
Lauren.DiRe@ecy.wa.gov 

• Single-use Serviceware & Bag Ban: 
Carolyn.Bowie@ecy.wa.gov  

• Compostable Plastic Product Labeling Law
Patrick.Merscher@ecy.wa.gov 

• PFAS in Food Packaging 
Camille.Bennett@ecy.wa.gov 

mailto:Lauren.DiRe@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Carolyn.Bowie@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Patrick.Merscher@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Camille.Bennette@ecy.wa.gov


HB 1085
• Requires a bottle filling station for 

each drinking fountain required in 
new buildings

• Requires expanded polystyrene 
overwater structures or docks to be 
fully enclosed and contain a shell 
of at least .15 inches thick plastic, 
or concrete, aluminum, or steel

• Bans lodging establishments from 
automatically providing personal 
beauty products in single-use 
plastic packaging



Resources for Schools
• Waste Not Washington School 

Awards Program
• Awards up to $5,000 in funding 

towards waste reduction, recycling, 
or composting projects or curricula

• Employees of K-12 schools or 
school districts can apply

• Application deadline: October 
31st at 5pm

• Plastic Free Restaurants
• Nonprofit offers subsidies to 

transition to reusable cafeteria 
items

41

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I also wanted to promote a couple resources available for schools that will be impacted by this ban.

The first is the Waste Not Washington School Awards program that I also oversee. It awards up to $5,000 of funding towards waste prevention or reduction, recycling, or composting projects or curricula. Any employee of a k-12 school or school district can apply, and applications are open from now until the deadline which is October 31st at 5 pm.

This year ONLY we will be prioritizing projects that transition from single-use plastic cafeteria serviceware to durables, in preparation for the June 1st 2024 implementation date of the EPS food service products ban.

In addition to the Waste Not Washington School Awards program, Plastic Free Restaurants is a nonprofit that offers subsidies to restaurants AND SCHOOLS that are transitioning from petroleum-based single-use serviceware to reusable items. Plastic free restaurants only funds the reusable items, but the Waste Not Washington School Awards program can fund support items, like a dishwasher. So if a school needs help with more than just the upfront costs of durable items, it’s possible to get funding from both of these programs to help with that.   Next slide

Next 

https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Who-we-are/Our-Programs/Solid-Waste-Management/Waste-Not-Washington-School-Awards/2021-School-Awards
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Who-we-are/Our-Programs/Solid-Waste-Management/Waste-Not-Washington-School-Awards/2021-School-Awards
https://www.plasticfreerestaurants.org/subsidy
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