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    CLALLAM MRC MEETING AGENDA 
February 26, 2024 

5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Hybrid Meeting 

Zoom Meeting Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85314804485 
Meeting ID: 853 1480 4485 
Passcode: 12345 
For more information about the MRC, please contact Rebecca Mahan at (360) 417-2322 

5:30 Welcome by Chair Tim Cochnauer 

5:35 Call To Order / Introductions / Changes to Agenda 

5:40 Public Comment / Approval of Minutes 
Approval January minutes. 

5:45 Announcements 
• Joint meeting with Jefferson County MRC March 6th 5-7:00 pm at Red Cedar Hall.
• Oyster shell transfer/spreading March 4th -7th 7am-3pm at Sequim Bay State Park.
• Ediz Hook Planting event March 26th & 28th Please sign up here.
• River and Ocean Film Festival July 2024 Port Angeles Field and Event Center.

6:00 Presentation 
• Lee First, Co-founder and Waterkeeper of Twin Harbors Waterkeeper will give a

presentation on the connection and importance of protecting old growth forests along our
waterways.

6:20 NWSC Update 
NWSC monthly meeting – Alan Clark 

6:25 Advisory Role 
• Subcommittee status – Jeff Ward

6:30 Field Project Updates 
• Olympia Oyster – Chris Burns
• Pigeon Guillemot – Ed Bowlby
• Forage Fish – Tim Cochnauer
• Elwha Beach Stewardship – Helle Andersen
• Kelp surveys – Jeff Ward & Alan Clark
• Shellfish Biotoxins – Bob Vreeland
• Sound Toxins – Nancy Stephanz
• Pinto Abalone – Jeff Ward & Alan Clark
• Ediz Hook – Helle Anderson

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85314804485
https://www.clallamcountymrc.org/meetings-events/
https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/outreach-detail-pages/river-and-ocean-film-festival/
http://twinharborswaterkeeper.org/
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March 18 June 17 September 16 December 16 

6:35 Education/Outreach 
• Coasters – Ann Soule – Rebecca has coasters in her office.
• New Displays – Ann Soule

o Project posters – underway
• Future Presentations:

o Ideas? Topics?
• Discussion of Proposal to have Alexandra Morton author of “Not on my watch” to speak at

CMRC meeting.

6:40    Other Updates/New Topics 
• Communication with our County Commissioners – Tim Cochnauer
• Letter of Support - Innerspace proposal through NOAA's  Marine Debris grant 

opportunity to remove derelict fishing gear from Salish Sea and North Puget 
Sound.

• Green crab update – CMRC’s  Lance Vail and Ioana Bociu volunteered.
• Rescue Tug  – Mike Doherty – meeting update from 1/26/24
• Recruiting for open MRC members – Development Community, Marine Related 

Recreation and Tourism and Makah Tribe.6:50 Good of the Order 
6:55 Public Comment 
7:00 Adjourn 

Clallam County DCD is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: MRC 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85314804485?pwd=N3dMbHRyL3l5TnpKNGtVSGtWYk5VQT09 

Meeting ID: 853 1480 4485 
Passcode: 12345 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,85314804485#,,,,*12345# US (Tacoma)

Dial by your location 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85314804485?pwd=N3dMbHRyL3l5TnpKNGtVSGtWYk5VQT09
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January 2024 Meeting Draft Minutes 

Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 
Time: 5:30-7:03 PM 
Location: Zoom hybrid meeting 
Minutes Prepared by Rebekah Brooks 

Members present: Helle Andersen (Marine Related Recreation and Tourism Alternate), Chris Burns 
(Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe Alternate), Alan Clark (Community at Large; Northwest Straits Commission 
[NWSC]), Tim Cochnauer (Community at Large; Chair), Mike Doherty (District 3), Katharine Frazier (Port 
of Port Angeles),   Robert Knapp (Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe), Allyce Miller (Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 
Alternate), Lyn Muench (District 2 Alternate), Ann Soule (District 2; Vice Chair), Nancy Stephanz (Ecology 
Alternate), Lance Vail (District 1 Alternate), Bob Vreeland (Conservation and Environment), Jeff Ward 
(District 1) 

Others present: Chris Butler-Minor (Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary [OCNMS]), Joann LaBaw 
(member of the public), Cathy Lear (CC), Rebecca Mahan (CC Habitat Biologist; CC Marine Resources 
Committee [MRC] Coordinator), Jim Parsons (Jamestown Seafood)  

Call to Order / Introductions / Changes to Agenda 
Tim Cochnauer called the meeting to order. A quorum was present at the beginning of the meeting. 
Mike Doherty noted that he had a couple of updates to make under the Good of the Order.   

Public Comment / Approval of December Minutes 
Ann Soule moved to approve the December CC MRC Minutes as written; Bob Vreeland seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously.    

Announcements 
• Film Festival Collaboration with OCNMS and North Pacific Coast MRC: Chris Butler-Minor

announced that this summer will be the 30th anniversary of the OCNMS. In celebration of the
event, the Sanctuary will be collaborating with the North Pacific Coast MRC to host a Film
Festival featuring local films about the marine environment on the Olympic Peninsula. Chris
invited the CC MRC to participate in the Port Angeles element, which will take place at the Field
Arts and Events Hall in July of 2024. Rebecca Mahan added that part of the event could
showcase a table hosted by the CC MRC where they would be able to present information on
their projects. The CC MRC agreed that they would like to participate. Mike Doherty requested a
briefing on the OCNMS Climate Vulnerability Assessment when it is published this spring.

about:blank
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• Green Crab Update: In response to the request from the Board of County Commissions for MRC
leadership, Rebecca Mahan, Ann Soule, and Tim Cochnauer have identified several European
green crab resources. They hoped that a CC MRC member would take the topic on and report
back to the full MRC with regular updates. *If anyone is interested in championing this topic,
please contact Rebecca.

• Joint Meeting with Jefferson County in March: Rebecca Mahan announced that the joint
meeting has been scheduled for 3/6/24 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at Red Cedar Hall at the
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe. The meeting will include a presentation on treaty rights.

Presentation 
Jim Parsons, president of the Pacific Aquaculture Alliance and CEO of Jamestown Seafood, presented an 
overview on the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe’s aquaculture operations and practices. He gave a brief 
introduction on why Jamestown Seafood was formed and what their operations were, why they believe 
that it is time for responsible marine farming of all species, and a look at other possible alternatives. The 
Tribe has oyster hatcheries in Kona, Hawaii, at Point Whitney, and at John Wayne Marina. They also 
have a geoduck hatchery at Point Whitney. In partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service, and Washington Sea Grant, the Tribe is also involved 
in a cooperative project for sablefish production (more information on the sablefish pilot project here). 
Jim explained that 85 percent of US seafood is imported, causing a deficit worth $17 billion, $6 billion of 
which is aquacultured salmonids. Roughly half of the imported seafood is farmed product, often coming 
from countries with far less stringent regulations than the US. Jim went over some of the technical 
improvements and regulations that came out of the appeal from the Wild Fish Conservancy to the 
Washington Supreme Court regarding net pens, and discussed land-based alternatives to aquaculture, 
which face problems with greater fish stock density. Jim invited viewers to continue engaging in the 
aquaculture discussion and emphasized that the Pacific Aquaculture Alliance believes that sustainably 
producing and providing seafood for all people is a worthy endeavor.  

NWSC Update 
Alan Clark gave an update on NWSC news. The last NWSC meeting took place on 12/5/23 and was 
reported on at the December CC MRC Meeting. The next NWSC meeting will be held remotely on 
1/26/24. The biggest current issues are regarding kelp, so Alan saved that information for the Kelp 
Survey section under Field Project Updates. More information can be found on the NWSC website: 
https://nwstraits.org/.  

Advisory Role 
Subcommittee Status 
Jeff Ward said that the Advisory Role Subcommittee had their first meeting in the second week of 
January and will be meeting again this Wednesday, 1/24/24. Subcommittee members include Jeff, Ann 
Stafford, Alan Clark, LaTrisha Suggs, and Chris Burns. Jeff and Alan are serving as co-chairs. They are 
creating an annotated outline for recommended reports that includes a timeline and a step-by-step 
roadmap for the advisory process, which they hope to have ready for full CC MRC Committee review by 
the April CC MRC Meeting.  

Field Project Updates 
Olympia Oyster 
Chris Burns said they will start moving oyster shell by barge in the first week of March and are hoping to 
be able to use the State Park as the staging area.  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Pigeon Guillemot 
Ed Bowlby was not present for an update. 

Forage Fish 
Tim Cochnauer said they are continuing to collect samples. 

Elwha Beach Stewardship 
Helle Andersen reported that she was continuing to conduct surveys. 

Ediz Hook Restoration 
Helle said that the Clallam Conservation District is organizing two planting events in March for the 
enhancement project out at Ediz Hook.  

Kelp Surveys 
Alan Clark said there was a kickoff meeting with the NWSC featuring news about the decline of kelp in 
south Puget Sound. There are also troubling trends in other areas, although there are no negative trends 
in Clallam County besides the area around Protection Island, which has been in decline for some time. 
They are looking at different ways of monitoring the water column. Alan also spent some time working 
as a docent at the Feiro Marine Science Center for the traveling kelp exhibit from the Port Townsend 
Marine Science Center. The exhibit has one more Saturday at Feiro and Alan asked if anyone else would 
be interested in taking on the docent role. *Contact Alan if interested. More information on the Kelp 
Plan can be found at https://www.nwstraits.org/our-work/kelp/.  

Shellfish Biotoxins   
Bob Vreeland said that he would be resuming surveys in April. 

Sound Toxins 
Nancy Stephanz reported that the team did not survey last week because of the extreme cold. Two 
weeks ago, they observed poison toxins forming, but this week they saw none.    

Pinto Abalone 
Jeff Ward said that even though recreational fishing of pinto abalone has been shut down since 1994, 
the species has never recovered from over-harvest. Around the San Juan Islands, substantial work has 
been done to identify where the pinto abalone are and to develop culturing methods to outplant 
juveniles. That project has been extended to the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The first year of the project 
involves diver surveys from Port Angeles to Freshwater Bay, looking for remnant populations and 
potential outplant locations. The first kickoff meeting was held last week. The team is currently working 
on the quality assurance plan and subcontracts.  

Education/Outreach 
Coasters  
Ann Soule suggested checking with local vendors to see if they need coasters restocked. 

New Displays 
Ann Soule said that there are three project posters completed, and they are planning posters for the 
next three projects: Forage Fish, Kelp, and Olympia Oysters. *If anyone is interested in participating, let 
Ann know. Nancy Stephanz mentioned that Alisa Taylor developed a draft for the Sound Toxins poster.  

about:blank
about:blank
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Future Presentations 
• Rebecca Mahan said that Lee First with Twin Harbors Waterkeeper will be presenting on 

Protecting Old Growth Forests in our Waterways at the February CC MRC Meeting.  
• Find the link to Dr. Catherine Copass’s presentation to the Board of County Commissioners here, 

at about one hour into meeting: 
https://clallam.granicus.com/player/clip/1955?&redirect=true&h=abc27db5c26be5716bf13d4a
dd34c2bc.   

 
 
Other Updates/New Topics 
Update on CC MRC Part-time Administrative Assistant 
Rebecca Mahan announced that the County had selected one of the applicants for the Administrative 
Assistant position.   
 
Communication with our County Commissioners 
After meeting and discussing this topic, Tim Cochnauer, Ann Soule, and Rebecca Mahan thought it 
would be beneficial for each of the district CC MRC representatives to meet with their district 
Commissioner on a list of topics. The district representatives are Ann Soule, Mike Doherty, and Jeff 
Ward. Tim said they would reach out with the list of topics to the district representatives.  
 
Rescue Tug Letter 
Mike Doherty stated that in response to a 2019 legislative mandate, the Department of Ecology and 
Washington State Pilotage are leading a series of workshops, the next one to be held on 1/26/24. Roche 
Harbor was selected as the preferred location for staging the tug. Additionally, there will be three public 
hearings in February regarding protocol and rulemaking on tug escorts.  
 
Adopt a Beach for CoastSavers 
Rebecca Mahan said that CoastSavers Coordinator Megan Juran is working on the scope of work, 
budgeting, and supply needs for the Adopt a Beach program. If it works with their grants, the CC MRC 
would like to select Elwha Beach to adopt for marine debris cleanup.  
 
Recruiting for Open MRC Members 
There are open seats for Development Community and Makah Tribe representatives.  
 
Good of the Order 
Chris Butler-Minor announced a European green crab symposium coming up next month, and a 
presentation from CoastSavers Coordinator Megan Juran in late February as part of the OCNMS and 
Feiro Speaker Series.  
 
Public Comments 
There were no public comments.  
 
Adjournment 
Chair Tim Cochnauer adjourned the meeting at 7:03 PM.  
 
Action Items:  
*If anyone is interested in championing the European green crab topic, please contact Rebecca 
Mahan.  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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*If anyone is interested in the docent role at the Feiro Marine Life Center while the kelp exhibit is 
being featured, please contact Alan Clark.  
*If anyone is interested in participating in the project posters, please let Ann Soule know. 
 

about:blank


FLOODS, DROUGHTS, FOREST PRACTICES, AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Lee First, Twin Harbors 
Waterkeeper

1



“The December 2007 flood walloped Lewis County, 
causing more than $57 million in property damage 
to homes, farms and businesses” – Lynda Mapes 

Photos:  Seattle Times 2
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Photos:  City of Chehalis, Centralia Distribution Center

Causes of flooding:  atmospheric rivers, 150 years of industry 
and floodplain development



Did development and logging set the stage for 
disaster?
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‘Lumber Capital of 
the World’

Logging in Grays 
Harbor County began 
in the 1850s.

Logs from SW WA 
built San Francisco, 
Seattle and Portland.

Grays Harbor County 
is the second poorest 
county in WA State
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Climate change is expected to both increase the risk of flooding and 
result in decreased summer low flows – with implications for human 
communities and ecosystems alike. 

6
Chehalis River, Record low flow:  Sept 21, 2023 – 50.5 cfs



Headwaters of the Chehalis, Photo:  Shane Anderson/Lighthawk

“Weyerhauser underestimated the risks of clear-cutting.  If the policy is 
not to increase landsliding, then they have no business cutting on some 
of these slopes.”  Dave Montgomery, UW Prof of Geomorphology 
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Source:  Kevin Hansen, Thurston County Hydrologist
8



Source:  Kevin Hansen, Thurston County Hydrologist
9
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A great amount of carbon stored in old 
forests falls to the forest floor, over time 
becoming part of the soil or humus.  
One study calculated that a forest stores 
up to 70% of its carbon in the soil.  
Another pool of soil carbon accumulates 
in the canopies, on top of the massive 
limbs and in crotches where limbs 
connect to the trunk.

Source: JM Kimble, R. Lal, R Birdsley, LS Heath, The 
potential of US Forest Soils to sequester carbon and 
mitigate the greenhouse effect, CRC Press, 2002
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Legacy forests
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Tree plantation vs legacy forest

Millions of acres of 80-100-year old trees are growing 
rapidly, and could become monstrous, carbon-
chugging trees early next century.  If left alone, these 
trees could continue sequestering carbon for 
hundreds of years.  If logged today, their ability to 
sequester additional carbon ends today.



Timber sales planned on 
DNR lands over the next 18 
months will clearcut 7,000 
acres of legacy forests

The lowland legacy forests of 
Southwestern Washington are 
among the most endangered in all 
of the Pacific Northwest.  Most of 
the remaining native forests are 
scheduled to be clearcut within the 
next five to ten years.  Unless we 
take action, these forests will be all 
but gone.

14Source:  Legacy Forest Defense Coalition
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Clallam Co BOCC determined that 
Power Plant was more valuable to 
the community and conservation 
than if it was harvested to support 
county services.

Opponents:  American Forest 
Resource Council

Representative Mike Chapman “A 
landmark endeavor that reinforces 
our commitment to sustainable 
forestry that benefits…the 
environment, local economy, and our 
public health.” 
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Power plant: protected as part of NCS 
2000 acres

TCB: already auctioned, but a rare 
plant community was found, so it will 
probably be cancelled

Parched:  Chris Reykdal agreed to 
postpone because the City of PA 
wants it protected

Alley Cat:  sale is scheduled for later 
this spring – watch for SEPA!
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Headwaters:  Elwha 
Snowfinger, 1927

Photo credit:  Heald
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May 1 – Oct 31, 2023 at the McDonald Bridge – flow was 259 CFS on 
September 19, 2023
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August 21, 2023:  City of Port 
Angeles Declares Stage II Water 
shortage

Water conservation measures 
should be encouraged year-
round

Reclaimed water?
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What you can do:

• Organize walks to proposed units that contain legacy forests,
• Study the online Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
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What you can do:

• Support/thank your BOCC,
• Attend and testify at Board of Natural 

Resources, meetings (first Tuesday of each 
month),

• Get on DNR’s SEPA notification list and 
comment, 

• Join with others who are working on 
legacy forest issues, and

• Write letters to Hilary Franz. 



“There are increasing 
numbers of different 
counties and different 
communities that are 
pushing back on DNR’s 
harvest plans, some of them 
for local reasons, and some 
of them are also for climate 
reasons.”

- Former Public Lands 
Commissioner Peter 
Goldmark 

22Photo:  Joshua Wright
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