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      CLALLAM MRC MEETING AGENDA 

 

April 17, 2023 
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  

Hybrid Meeting 
 

 
 

Zoom Meeting Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85314804485 
Meeting ID: 853 1480 4485 
Passcode: 12345 
For more information about the MRC, please contact Rebecca Mahan at (360) 417-2322 

 

5:30 Welcome by Chair Tim Cochnauer 
 

5:35 Call To Order / Introductions / Changes to Agenda 

 

5:40 Public Comment / Approval of Minutes 

 Approval March minutes. 

 
5:45 Presentation – Melissa Willams, Executive Director of the Feiro Marine Life Center will give a 

presentation on the upcoming Marine Discovery Center. 
 
6:00 NWSC Update 
 NWSC monthly meeting – Alan Clark 

  

6:10 NWSC RFP for 2023-2025 – Continue discussion with any new information. 
 Current Projects:  

• Forage Fish  

• Pigeon Guillemot 

• Olympia Oysters Restoration 
o CDS shell placement project 

• Kelp monitoring 

• Education/Outreach 

• Elwha Beach Stewardship 

• Biotoxins 
New Project ideas: 

• Pinto Abalone – Pilot survey study 

• Sound Toxin collaborating with Feiro 

• Continuing shell placement project and add seeded clutch. 

• Valley Creek pocket beach/estuary noxious weed control/ native planting    
                        
6:50 Project Updates 

 Tim Cochnauer -  Forage Fish presentation 

• Other updates as necessary  

6:50 Good of the Order 

6:55 Public Comment 

7:00 Adjourn 

  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85314804485
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Clallam County DCD is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: MRC 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85314804485?pwd=N3dMbHRyL3l5TnpKNGtVSGtWYk5VQT09 

 

 

Meeting ID: 853 1480 4485 

Passcode: 12345 

One tap mobile 

+12532158782,,85314804485#,,,,*12345# US (Tacoma) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85314804485?pwd=N3dMbHRyL3l5TnpKNGtVSGtWYk5VQT09
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Clallam County Marine Resources Committee (clallamcountymrc.org) 

 
March 2023 Meeting Draft Minutes 

Date: Monday, March 20, 2023 
Time: 5:30-7:00 PM 
Location: Zoom hybrid meeting 
Minutes Prepared by Rebekah Brooks 
 
Members present: Helle Andersen (Marine Related Recreation and Tourism Alternate), Ed Bowlby 
(Academic Community Representative), Mary Sue Brancato (At Large Alternate), Chris Burns (Jamestown 
S’Klallam Tribe Alternate), Alan Clark (Community at Large Representative; Vice Chair; Northwest Straits 
Commission [NWSC]), Tim Cochnauer (Community At Large; Chair), Mike Doherty (District 3), Robert 
Knapp (Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe), Lyn Muench (District 2), Arnold Schouten (Development 
Community), Ann Soule (District 2 Alternate), Ann Stafford (Marine Related Recreation and Tourism), 
Justin Stapleton (Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe), Nancy Stephanz (Conservation and Environment 
Representative Alternate), LaTricia Suggs (Port Angeles City Council), Lance Vail (District 2 Alternate), 
Bob Vreeland (Conservation and Environment Representative), Jeffrey Ward (District 1) 

Others present: Rebekah Brooks (Rebekah Brooks Contracting), Cathy Lear (Clallam County), Rebecca 
Mahan (Clallam County [CC] Habitat Biologist; CC Marine Resources Committee [MRC] Coordinator), 
Alisa Taylor (CC MRC Intern) 

 
Call to Order / Introductions / Changes to Agenda 
Chair Tim Cochnauer called the meeting to order at 5:57 PM, delayed due to technical difficulties. Mike 
Doherty suggested an amendment to the agenda to include a draft letter of support for the Olympic 
Coast National Marine Sanctuary (OCNMS) management plan. Mike Doherty moved to add the letter of 
support for OCNMS to the agenda; Ann Soule seconded. The motion passed unanimously. Lyn Muench 
added a comment to the Good of the Order section at the end of the meeting.  
 
Public Comment / Approval of February Minutes 
There were no public comments. Bob Vreeland moved to approve the February CC MRC minutes as 
written; LaTricia Suggs seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
Three Motions for Orders 
Tim Cochnauer led discussion on the order for new coasters. Bob Vreeland moved to approve the order 
for 500 coasters of each design, coming to $750 for 1500 coasters. Mike Doherty seconded. The motion 
carried with one opposition. The group discussed ordering a new tool that can take waypoints and film 
underwater footage to support the kelp project. Alan Clark suggested backing up the CC MRC GPS and 
purchasing a new GoPro; *he will research costs and come back to Rebecca Mahan with the information 
to present at the April CC MRC Meeting. The third order was for miscellaneous tabling supplies like rack 
holders for events. Mike Doherty moved to cap a miscellaneous supply order at $250; if that is not 
enough, Rebecca Mahan will come back to the Committee with an additional request. Alan Clark 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.   

https://www.clallamcountymrc.org/


 

P a g e  2 | 4 

Clallam County Marine Resources Committee (clallamcountymrc.org) 

 
NWSC Update 
Alan Clark gave an update on NWSC news. There had not been a NWSC meeting since the last CC MRC 
meeting, but there were other updates. The Commission has returned to in-person meetings on 
alternating months. The 2023 NWSC Conference will be held on 11/3/2023-11/4/2023 in Port 
Townsend; Alan urged the CC MRC members to attend. More information will be forthcoming. On 
3/30/2023-3/31/2023, the Commission and the Northwest Straits Foundation will meet in La Conner to 
go over next steps and future plans for working together. There will be a kelp season kickoff on 4/20/23. 
Senator Murray will be visiting Jefferson and Clallam Counties, which will be a good opportunity to show 
her some MRC projects, perhaps in partnership with the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe. Tim Cochnauer 
suggested renting a house at Fort Worden for the NWSC Conference, which can house about 15 people. 
Alternatively, the lighthouse can house about 7 people. The group discussed possible projects to present 
to Senator Murray, such as forage fish sampling, the Olympia oyster project, or the pigeon guillemot 
surveys. Timing of her visit is undetermined, so a tour might be a last-minute thing, and project access 
may depend on the tides. *Bob Vreeland said he could prepare slides about the biotoxin sampling. More 
information can be found on the NWSC website: Northwest Straits Commission | Marine Conservation 
in Washington (nwstraits.org).  
 
NWSC Request for Proposals for 2023-2025 
Tim Cochnauer led discussion on current projects, and the budget timelines. The State budget starts on 
7/1/23; the Ecology budget starts on 10/1/23; and the congressionally directed spending (CDS) funds 
start on 1/1/24. The proposals are due to the NWSC by 5/25/23. Current projects can use updated 
versions of their existing documentation. *Rebecca Mahan will send out the paperwork for the last cycle 
of current projects so they can be edited for the next round. Ed Bowlby requested a pigeon guillemot 
budget of $500, which the Committee agreed to. Current projects include forage fish surveys, pigeon 
guillemot surveys, Olympia oyster restoration (with CDS shell placement), kelp monitoring, education 
and outreach, Elwha beach stewardship, and biotoxin sampling. Bob Vreeland announced that biotoxin 
surveys will start at Pillar Point on 4/10/23 and will go until at least 9/27/23, possibly longer depending 
on tides and access. Ann Soule pointed out that the education and outreach topic covers a wide range, 
and she was interested in defining it well. The group had proposed hiring an education programs 
coordinator; Ann also suggested hiring a dedicated intern for this task. Tim added that the CDS budget 
would be expanded to fill a position for an administrative assistant so that Rebecca can focus on 
projects. Cathy Lear noted that hiring contractors was also a possibility for specific projects. *Ann Soule 
offered to help with the writing of the RFPs. Lyn Muench pointed out that there will be a Dungeness 
River Festival in September this year, which would be a good time to have CC MRC displays and outreach 
assistance in place.  

The group transitioned to a conversation on new project ideas. Rebecca said that there was supposed to 
be a guest presentation from the Puget Sound Restoration Fund on pinto abalone at this meeting, but 
the diver was unable to make it. He will be rescheduling a time to meet with the CC MRC. A study would 
initially be a survey of pinto abalone presence. Alan Clark and Jeff Ward were interested in combining a 
survey with the kelp surveys at Freshwater Bay, with possible collaborations with other MRCs and dive 
teams. *Alan, Jeff, and Chris Burns volunteered to participate in a survey, with Alan and Jeff as potential 
project co-leads, pending more information from Puget Sound Restoration Fund. Nancy Stephanz gave 
an update on the Sound Toxin surveys and training, in partnership with Feiro. A training workshop is 
scheduled for this Wednesday, 4/22/23, from 10AM to 2PM at the Feiro Marine Life Center. *Nancy 

https://www.clallamcountymrc.org/
https://www.nwstraits.org/
https://www.nwstraits.org/
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Clallam County Marine Resources Committee (clallamcountymrc.org) 

Stephanz and Mary Sue Brancato will be participating. Chris Burns said that he is working on acquiring 
shell for the continuing shell placement project. It is very difficult to find right now; Chris has found 113 
bags so far but is looking from Shelton to Willapa Bay and hoped to locate more. The plan is to place the 
shell in the best habitat to boost natural population growth. Rebecca added that the cost has also 
increased from $4 to $7 a bag. Helle Andersen went over ideas for noxious weed control and native 
planting at the two pocket beaches at the Valley Creek estuary. She plans on teaming up with the City of 
Port Angeles and the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe. The group discussed the possibility of collaborating 
with the Noxious Weed Board or Washington Conservation Corps or turning it into an outreach project 
with community partners. Bob Vreeland sent out an email about his interest in the king tides and storm 
surges; he researched possible sites and how to predict king tides. He is going to talk to Ian Miller for 
more information. The months between October and December have the most potential for king tides. 
Discussion on possible locations followed.  

OCNMS Letter of Support 
Mike Doherty drafted a letter of support for the OCNMS draft management plan, but there is room for 
additional input. Rebecca Mahan sent the draft out to the CC MRC this afternoon. *She will resend it in 
the morning with a request for comments within 2 days. Mike suggested sending it out to other MRCs as 
well.  
 
Project Updates 
Rebecca Mahan gave a recap of the Shoreline Friendly Workshop that the CC MRC partnered with. It 
was well attended. Shoreline Friendly collaborates with Nickel Brothers to move and recycle old houses; 
they explained that the carbon footprint of buying and moving an old house is less than building a new 
house. The afternoon portion of the workshop visited two homes that had been moved locally. There 
was a presentation on shoreline erosion, and interest from landowners in Sekiu. Rebecca also attended 
the oiled wildlife rescue training with Ed Bowlby and Jeff Ward last week, put on by the International 
Bird Rescue.  
 
Good of the Order 
Ed Bowlby brought up a letter of support for Feiro Marine Life Center’s new marine discovery center; 
there was consensus for Rebecca Mahan to sign the letter on behalf of the CC MRC. Rebecca announced 
that she would be on vacation from 3/29/23 to 4/6/23. She also requested CC MRC members to fill in 
their volunteer time logs; they are due 4/15/23. Lyn Muench mentioned that the County Commissioners 
work session this morning brought up a new federal economic development initiative called the 
Innovation Cluster Accelerator Program. The first item discussed was the blue carbon economy, 
specifically that eelgrass, kelp and shellfish are carbon sinks and secondary products. The work sessions 
do not usually focus on the marine environment, so this initiative is good to be aware of. Rebecca added 
that Lucas Hart will be on the agenda for the 3/27/23 Board of County Commissioners meeting about 
NWSC and the MRCs. Tim Cochnauer reminded the group that volunteer hours count as match for 
project funding, so it is important to report them.  
 
Public Comments 
There were no public comments.  
 
Adjournment 
Chair Tim Cochnauer adjourned the meeting at 7:34 PM.  
 

https://www.clallamcountymrc.org/
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Action Items:  
*Alan Clark will research GoPro costs and come back to Rebecca Mahan with the information to 
present at the April CC MRC Meeting. 
*Bob Vreeland said he could prepare slides about the biotoxin sampling. 
*Rebecca Mahan will send out the paperwork for the last cycle of current projects so they can be 
edited for the next round. 
*Ann Soule offered to help with the writing of the RFPs. 
*Alan Clark, Jeff Ward, and Chris Burns volunteered to participate in a pinto abalone survey, with Alan 
and Jeff as potential project co-leads.  
*Nancy Stephanz and Mary Sue Brancato will be participating in the Sound Toxin training.  
*Rebecca Mahan will resend the letter of support for the OCNMS management plan in the morning 
with a request for comments within 2 days. 

https://www.clallamcountymrc.org/




Feiro Marine Life Center opening day 1981



Current Feiro Marine Life Center exhibits



Clallam Bay tidepool program with NOLS 



Watershed Science Program on Peabody Creek, Olympic National Park 



Underwater Robotics program at Red Lion pool



Rehabilitated harbor seal release Ediz Hook



Why A New Building?

• Feiro built in 1981 as a lab space for Peninsula College classes; became a 
stand alone non-profit in 2008

• Traditionally, the aquarium exhibits have been a ‘loss leader’ for revenue; 
business models have changed

• Building has reached end of life status – true sense of urgency
• Extensively explored remodeling on current site, but;
• Revenue model needs to match current operational status; be more like 

other organizations of our type
• Public land impacts are significant and costly
• New building affords us new opportunities, including professional 

accreditation, which emphasizes education, animal care, and 
conservation research/action





Olympic Coast Discovery Center
at the Wharf
opened around 2004





Conceptual campus rendering, 2019



Marine Discovery Center

Water is the center of cultural history, 
the community and of the ecosystem. Supporting the life and livelihood of 

one supports all. 

All living species on Earth form communities that are connected inextricably 
by one ocean. 

When we affect positive change on the habitats that support Olympic 
Peninsula communities, we have a global impact.







Exhibit Themes

One ocean unites us all.

Sub themes: 
Oceans and People
Biodiversity
Ocean Exploration
Threats to the Ocean
Taking Action







Arthur D. Feiro Learning Laboratory



1. As “living classroom” destination for preK – 16 students for hands-on science education focused on marine and watershed 
science, including climate impacts, such as ocean acidification, sea level rise, and diminished snowpack, as well as for 
afterschool STEM/STEAM programs. The new facility will expand student capacity four times greater than the existing Feiro 
Marine Life Center and NOAA Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary headquarters office are able to provide now.

2. As NOAA’s Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary visitor center. By expanding its current footprint to this new location, 
the Sanctuary’s research, cultural preservation and other management activities will reach roughly 25x the current audience 
at the Olympic Coast Discovery Center 

3. As a visitor destination alongside the newly constructed Field Arts & Events Hall on the Port Angeles Waterfront Center arts,
science and culture campus, serving approximately 75,000 annual visitors to the aquarium and education center, and 
attracting residents and guests to the waterfront, as well as facilitating circulation around Clallam County and the Pacific 
Coast.

4. As a place for the Jamestown S’Klallam, Lower Elwha Klallam, Makah, Quileute, Hoh, and Quinault Indian Nation tribes to 
share information they would like visitors to know. Tribal representatives have indicated that they would like to see treaty 
rights, language, natural resources, traditional foods and other information included in this facility. 

5. Upon successful completion of the accreditation process, as an Association of Zoos and Aquariums member organization, 
devoting a percentage of income to animal conservation and research activities on the Olympic Peninsula.

6. As an economic activity generator both during construction and operation of the facility. The facility will staff six new full-time 
jobs in education, animal care, and guest services management. 

The Marine Discovery Center will serve the Olympic Peninsula and beyond in these distinct ways:







https://marinediscoverycenter.info/


Clallam MRC Forage Fish Surveys



• No Eggs
• Surf Smelt
• Sand Lance
• Pacific Herring



Ediz Hook



Cline Spit



Elwha East



Elwha West
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