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BOARD of CLALLAM COUNTY coMMIssIoNERs
MINUTES for the week of April LO-14,2029

WORKSESSION-ga.m.
The work session convened at 9 a.m., Monday, April 10, 2023. present were Commissioners ozias,
Johnson, and French and Deputy Administrator Reyes. Administrator Sill was excused.
Items of discussion per the agenda published April 6 were:

Ca lenda r/Correspondence
National Public Lands Center discussion

\F,*,

Agreement amendment 4 wíth Norpoint Protective Services for security seruices
Legal engagement letter regarding outside counsel for tax appeals
Review and recommendations for Homelessness Task Force'request for proposals 2023-2025
Letter to Senator Patty Murray regarding Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative
Memorandum of understanding regarding the Clatlam County Code Enforcement ntotrut
American Rescue Plan Act ARPA request for Habitat for Humãnig of Clallam County
Discussion of proposed supplemental appropriatíons to be considered on April 2l
Discussion of proposed budget emergencies to be consídered on March 2g
Presentation regarding nuisance regulation and enforcement and noise code adoption/amendment
Request for waiver of BID/RFP/quote requirement to purchase a 2019 Forest River Su'eyor RV from
Wilder RV

Meeting concluded at L2:27 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
An Executive Session is requested to discuss developing issues, and Clallam County involvement, inpotential new opioid litigation.

The Board convened in open session at 3 p.m. to discuss Potential new opioid litigation. present were
Commissioners ozías, Johnson, and French, Human Resources / Deputy Áar¡nirtiãtàr / Risk Management
Rey.es, Prosecuting Attorney Nichols, Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Boughton, Health officer eerry, Éeafth
and Human Services LoPiccolo and Oppelt, ôhief rinancã Off¡cer Lane,ãnd outside council Keller Rohrback
representatives Alison Gaffney, and David Ko.

This litigation may be discussed with legal counsel in Executive Session pursuant to Rcw 42.30.110(1Xi),
which states that executive sessions máy be held "to discuss with legal åorniàl representing the agencylitigation ..' to which the.agency, the governing body, or a member ãcting in an official capacity is... apafi, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result ¡n an adverse legal or financial
consequence to the agency.,'

The Board may recess into Executive Session to consider employment or dismissal of personnel, to review
the peformance of a public employee, to consult wíth legal éounsel, to consider ihã position to be taken in
go]þ$jve bargaining,-to consider acquisition or sale of real estate, or other matters pär Rcw 42.30.110.ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to recess to executive session for 30 minutes, CMFå, mc

Board recessed into executive session at 3:02 p.m.

Board convened in open session at 3:34 p.m.

Board recessed into executive session at 3:35 p.m.

Board convened in open session at 3:50 p.m.

Board recessed into executive session at 3:50 p.m.
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Board convened in open session at 4 p.m. and cMo noted no action was taken

Meeting concluded at 4:01 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Chair Ozias called the meeting to order at 10 a.m., Tuesday, April 11, 2023. Also present were
Commissioners Johnson and French and Administrator Sill.

REQUEST FOR MODTFTCATTONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to adopt the agenda as presented, Gl.lFs, mc

PUBLIC COMMENT
. Ed TelenicÇ Sequim, commented on item lc, Board of Equalization (see attached). Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, commented on virtualworkshop with Representative Kilmer

CONSENT AGEilDA
Approval of vouchers for the week of April 3
Approval of minutes for the week of April 3
Legal engagement letter regarding outside counsel for tax appeals
Proclamation recognizing and honoring Sasquatch
Proclamation recognizing Clallam County international Dark Sky Week April 15-22,2023
Proclamation recognizing Food waste prevention week April Lo-L6,2023

AcrroN TAKEN: cRlm to adopt the consent agenda as presented, cMFs, mc

REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS
. CRI read the Proclamation recognizing and honoring Sasquatch

o Lyric, Student at Lincoln Elementary School, Hoquiam, commented on the proclamation
recognizing and honoring Sasquatch

o Míss Andrews, thanked the Board of commissioners for theÍr support. CMF read the Proclamation recognizing Clallam County InternatÍonal Dark Sky Week Apnl L5-22,2023o Scott Burgett, Washington State Chapter of the International Dark-Sky Association, commented
on the Proclamation recognizing Clallam County International Dark Sky Weeko CMO read the Proclamation recognizing Food Waste Prevention Week April LO-L6,2023¡ CRI commented on Olympic Area Agency on Aging O3A, Port Angeles Chamber of Commerce

Volunteer Days
. cMF commented on west End Meetings, Tails Advisory committee Meeting,o CMO commented on State Emergency Management Council Meeting, Dungeness Water Exchange

HEARrilc(S)
H1 Ordinance amendíng Clallam County Code Chapter 33.57 Signs. Donella Clar( Depaftment of Community Development (DCD) provided a staff report. Board and Clark held discussion
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to open the public hearing, CMFs, mco The following provided testimony:

o David Hickey, International Sign Association
o Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay
o Kenneth Reandeau, Port Angeles, Planning Commission District III Membero The following sent in written testimony: Janis Burger, Danny Steiger, and James B. C.arpentier

(see attached)
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ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to close the public hearing, CMFs, mco Board held discussion, requested DCD to make changes to add definitions for electronic signs, and
hold a second hearíng on May 2. No action taken

Hz Resolution adoptíng a Policy regarding survey Monument preseruation
r ARS read the agenda item summary into the record

ACTION TAKEN: GRIm to open the public hearing, CMFs, mc. The following provided testimony:
o James Wengler, Port Angeles

ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to close the public hearing and adopt the policy with spelling
corrections, CMFS, mc

CONTRACTS A]ID AGREEMENTS
2a Agreement amendment 11 with Department of Health for BEACH program, shellfish, sanitary survey,

and solid waste
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CMFs, mc

ADMINISTRATION
3a Request for waiver of bid/RFP/quote requirement for testing system HACH DR390O

Spectrophotometer
ACTION TAKEN: CRIm to approve, CMFs, mc

3b Resolution appointing Trina CozzolÍno and Cara Cristíon to the Fair Advisory Board
ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt, CMFs, mc

BUDGET
4a Notice that the following supplemental appropriations will be adopted by Resolution on April 25:

HHS - Developmental Disabilities - Additional funding from DSHS/DDD for increasing seruices
provided to individuals with developmental disabílities and increase in administration fun ds/g546,L67
HHS Operations - Funding received for providing COVID 19 services and providing lodging and
housing assistance/g 7 L,397

ACTION TAKEN: CRIm approve notice, CMFs, mc

4b Resolution calling for a hearing to be held April 25 at 10:30 a.m. for the followÍng debatable
emergencies:
Sheriff - Animal Control - Additional funding to meet increased contract costs for the Humane Society
for 2023/$2I,000
PW - Roads - Employee retirement vacation and sjck pay ouVg37,530
PW - Carlsborg Sewer - Adjustment of 2022 City of Sequim True-Up due to incorrect rates and under
billing/$79,936

ACTION TAKEN: CRJm to adopt, CMFs, mc

PUBTIC COMMENT
' Ed Bowen, Clallam Bay, commented on virtual meetings, virtual workshop with Representative Kilmer. Ed TelenicÇ sequim, commented on sign ordinance, Nuísance ordinanceo Kenneth Reandeau, Poft Angeles, commented on Code Enforcement memorandum of opinion,

Meeting concluded at 10:rc< a.m. and continued to 9 a.m., Monday, April L7,2023.

There are no Zoom chat logs for the week of April 10.



The Board of Commissioners attended WSAC Virtual update, Joint Meeting with the City of port Angeles,
Federal Funding Workhop, Coffee with Colleen, KONP Radio Show, Highway 101 Construction tvleeting,
and KSQM Radio Show during the week of April 10.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this l8th day of Aprit 2023.

BOARD of CLALLAM COUNTY CoMMIssIoilERs
MINUTES for the week of April tÛ-f4, 2O2g
Page 4

lltll lrr,
oF BOARD

=*
*

nson

nl

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS:
ARS Administrator Rich Siil
CMO Commissioner Mark Ozias
CRI Commissioner Randy Johnson
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IÍAC 458-14-035 Qua1ifícations of mêmbers-Term{rganizaÈioà

board-Quorum-Adjournment-Alternate and interim me¡nbers. (1) Board
members shal-l be residents of the county where the board is located
and shall- attend the department.'s t.raining seminar heÌd pursuant to
WAC 458-14-156 within one year of appointment or reappointment unless
this requirement is waived in writing by the assistant director of the
department's property tax division, or his or her designee, for just
cause.

(2) The board shall- consist of at least three members and no more
than seven members, including alternate members. Board members shalt
be appointed or reappointed by the county legislative authority prior
Lr-r Jurre 1sL, and tlieir appointment shall be for a term of three years
or until- their successors are appointed. Board members who are appoin-
ted by the county legislative authority may be removed by a majority
vote of the county legislative authority.

(3) The members of the board shall elect a chairman and vice
chairman once each year, at the beginning of the regularJ-y convened
session.

(4) The members of the board shall- take an oath once each year
prì-or to the regularly convened session to faírly and impartially per-
form their duti-es as members of the board.

(5) All orders of the board shall be decided by majority vote.
(6) A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum.
(1) The board may adjourn from time to time during the regularly

convened session but shaÌl not be adjourned sine die, untit the last
day of the twenty-eight day period, and shall be considered adjourned
after the expiration of the twenty-eiqht day period, for purposes of
t.he regularly convened session. The board shall adjourn after each re-
convened session when the purposes for which the reconvened session
h/as requested or required shall have been accomplished.

(B) The county Iegislative authority may appoint alternate board
members or interim board members, âs it deems necessary. Alternate and
interim board members shalf meet the same qualifications and subscribe
to the same oath as regular members, and shall attend the next regu-
larly scheduled board t.rainlng seminar held by the department foflow-
ing their appointment, unless this requirement is waived in writing by
the assistant director of the department's property tax division, or
his or her designee, for just cause.

(9) No member of a county legislative authority may sit as a
board member unless the entire board is comprised of members of the
county legislative authority.

(10) Persons who have been employed in the assessor's office
shall- not sit on that countyrs board for a period of two years after
leaving their employment.

IStatutory Authority: RCW 84.08.010, 84.08.070 and 84.48.200. VüSR
90-23-09'7, S 458-14-035, filed 7I/27/90, effective 72/22/90.1

Certified on 2/20/2023 I/rAc 458-14-035 Page 1



This morning I am sharing my concerns regarding the contract with an outside law firm that the County

has engaged on behalf of the County Assessor regarding the two lawsuits involving lnterfor and P. A.

Hardwoods. The details of this situation are not being shared publicly, which is appropriate as it involves

a lawsuit.

During the discussion yesterday there were questions raised about expected costs, recovering lawyer's

fees and whether WA State Department of Revenue has a role in the process. lt was actually the WA

Dept. of Revenue that presented the case on behalf ofthe Assessor to the Board of Equalization in both

of these cases so one would think they had some skin in the game.

Both of these businesses are paying taxes on properties that are worth millions of dollars (whether

appropriately or not, I do not know) but it's not surprising lawyers are involved as they seem to have a

fondness for the smell of money, wherever it comes from.

My main point however is not really about this contract but because it is an agenda item it gives me the
opportunity to speak for a few minutes on an important issue that ¡mpacts the rest of us taxpayers who
don't have the resources to hire attorneys (well except for those that our tax dollars are paying for)

I have aüended each of the Board of Equalization Hearings conducted in 2023 in person or on Zoom,

and have serious concerns as to both the independence of the Board members, as well as certain

aspects of whether the laws are being followed, including the open public meeting requirements.

Several weeks ago, the third BOE member resigned and despite a W. A.C. requiring a minimum of three
board members for Clallam County (WAC 458-14-035) there are currently only two. There is no

alternate. While 2 members technically represent a majority, this does not meet the statutory
requirements in my eyes. This is unfair to the recent petitioners who were never notified of this situation

and possible grounds for a future lawsuit for those so inclined to pursue such folly.

While all of the BOE meetings are required to be recorded, the recordings are turned off between

hearings and that's where the most interesting conversations occur.

During my attendance it has been crystal clear that there is a very comfortable relationship between the
Chairman of the BOE and the Assessor's office. ln 2020, There was a review of the BOE conducted by the
WA Dept. of Revenue which identified several requirements of the Board that were not being met, along
with recommendations necessary to resolve them. One of them was the importance of maintaining the
appearance of a Board that is independent of the Assessors office.

This year there were hundreds of appeals filed by taxpayers (l'm still waiting to find out exactly how
many) and yet only 37 have been heard by the Board. Ofthose, the Board sustained 35 ofthe valuations
(in a couple of cases they concurred with the Assessors suggested reductions in value so it was not

technically a sustained value).

ln some cases property owners had their property taxes go up over 300 percent in one year. They were

assured it was because we are in a hot market, they were being undervalued before, or because they
only have to inspect on a 6 year cycle and their area was only recently reassessed. Others are stuck with
property that is virtually unbuildable and likely unsellable. They are told to take their issues up with the
Planning Commission to try and obtain variances that will never be allowed.



Most of the Board's deliberations take only a few minutes and the Assessors values are sustained. This is

a far different outcome than previous Boards where they actually sided with petitioners on occasion.

One has to wonder how much weight is being given to the petitioner's evidence?

While taxpayers are notified that they may appeal the Board's decision to the State according to the law,

they are not told is that it will take from 18 to 24 months and they will likely lose their appeal as the
States bar seems to be even higher than the Assessor's "clear cogent and convincing" standard.

I had also wondered how the BOE schedule could handle the hundreds of petitions that were submitted
for appeal and discovered that this is where the real problem lies. lt seems that in almost all of these
cases the Assessor's office makes an effort to appease unhappy taxpayers by offering a "stipulated"
value, with the hopes that they will retract their petitions and be satisfied. A couple of petitioners told
me they were basically told that if the Assessors offers were rejected they would be offered no

concession and may very well have their taxes raised by the BOE. lt is sort of a veiled threat that I have

personally been subjected to on more than one occasion in this County. Unless a petitioner has the
stomach and resources to fight this, they generally capitulate and take what little they can get.

Here's my point

Why does this County continue to pretend that we have a fair and equitable application of the law, taxes,

services or anything else when it's clear that the average taxpay¡ng citizens have almost no real

alternative but to bend over and take it?

Ed Telenick

fa¿*¿t-/ z/,/t'



Gores, Loni

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Janis Burger <toucan@olypen.com >

Monday, March 27,2023 1 1:40 PM

Ozias, Mark
Gores, Loni
Re: Dark sky and bright signs

Rt
,\h\ú

Hi Mr. Ozias,

Thanks so much for the reply and good news about the draft ordinance. The nuisance ordinance is a great idea too. I

recall having an awkward conversation with a neighbor whose bright outdoor light lit up my own living room like the full
moon from 300 feet awayl She was convinced it made her safer despite research showing otherwise (apparently thieves
like lit homes that they can case without drawing attention to themselves vs motion detecting lights). lf folks could be
required to shield such outdoor lighting to avoid illuminating the neighborhood, that would be awesome!

Thanks again for you work and the reply.

Janis Burger

From: Ozias, Mark
Sent: Thursday, March 23,202311:05 AM
To: Janis Burger
Cc: Gores, Loni
Subject: REr Dark sky and bright signs

Ms. Burger,

Thank you for writingl As drafted, the updated sign ordinance places brightness limitations on all external and
internally-lit signs, requires that sign lighting be shielded (so it doesn't shine up or out) and prohibits electronic
readerboard-type signs.

The County Planning Commission has had several conversations about a Dark Sky ordinance and they anticipate writing
additional light pollution protections into a new "Nuisance Ordinance" we've been working on.

Sincerely,

Mark Ozias

Clallam County Commissioner

From: Janis Burger <toucan@olypen.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 22,2023 LO:42 PM
To: French, Mike <Mike.French@clallamcountywa.gov>; Johnson, Randy <randy.johnson@clallamcountywa.gov>; Ozias,
Mark <mark.ozias@clallamcountywa.gov>
Subject: Dark sky and bright signs

Hello and thank you for your service to our community,

I'm a recently retired Olympic National Park rangerwho ran the interpretive ranger programs at Hurricane Ridge, Heart
O' the Hills and the main park visitor center, including the public astronomy programs at Hurricane. A wonderful master
astronomer and helpers have inspired thousands of night sky watchers over the years, taking advantage of the very dark
night skies at Hurricane. But if one walks 100 yards to the viewpoint looking north over the Strait, the glow of Port
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Angeles, distant Victoria and Highway 101 spreads up into the night, obscuring stars (and once for me even washing out
the rare northern lights!). A sad majority of people in the world have never seen the Milky Way glowing above us, but
it's visible from Hurricane Ridge! Darkness is a rare resource protected ¡n the park, just as precious as endemic marmots
and wildflowers.

I'm glad to see the commission revising the sign ordinance. I hope the incredibly bright and distracting plasma signs will
be banned. They are so bright I often take a second look think¡ng there's an emergency vehicle approaching, especially
when the signs change colors/screens. lt seems like a big safety concern and they glow all night, long after the
businesses are closed, brightly shouting their messages to the odd passing car and the heavens. The same problem exists
with bíllboards lit from the bottom, shining up. ldeally, they wouldn't have night lighting, but any lit at n¡ght should be lit
from the top down to avoid light pollution.

Olympic National Park has been in the process of applying to become a certif¡ed Dark Sky Park joining places like Big
Bend, Death Valley and Bryce Canyon National Parks. lt includes looking at lighting in the park and ensuring it is lighting
just the targeted area below and is shielded above to avoid spillover and wasted energy polluting the darkness. Many
Dark Sky Parks also work with their neighboring commun¡ties to reduce the brightness emanating from the towns and
detracting from the darkness in adjacent parks. I don't know if anyone at Olympic has reached out to port Angeles or the
county, but I hope you keep the precious dark skies of the park in mind as you consider the sign ordinance.

Sincerely,

Janis Burger

2



Gores, Loni 5ke\W
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Clark, Donella
Tuesday, April 1 1,2023 12:01 pM

Gores, Loni
FW: Electronic Messaging Center Letter/Email

Hr
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From: Emery, Bruce <Bruce. Emery@cla I la mcountywa.gov>
Sent: Friday, April7,2023 2:15 pM
To: Clark, Donella <donella.clark@clallamcountywa.gov>
Subject: FW: Electronic Messaging Center Letter/Email

From: Johnson, Randy <randv.iohnson@clallamcountvwa.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 7,202310:53 AM
To: Emery, Bruce <Bruce. Emerv@cla llamcountvwa.gov>
Subject: FW: Electronic Messaging Center Letter/Email

comments of Danny's comments regarding the new sign ordinance.
Randy

From: Da nny Steiger <dan nvs@ lum bertradersinc.com>
Sent: Friday, April 7,202310:26 AM
To: Ozias, Mark <mark.ozias@clallamcountvwa.gov>; Johnson, Randy <randv.iohnson@clallamcountvwa.gov>; French,
M ike <Mike.French@clallamcountvwa.gov>
Subject: Electro nic Messaging Center Letter/Ema il

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to express our extreme díspleasure regarding the potential decision to amend the sign code for disallowing
the permitting of new Electronic Messaging Centers (EMc). As the CEo/president of Lumber Traders, lnc., the parent
company of Angeles Millwork & Lumber Co. lnc. and Hartnagel Building Supply, I want to highlight the huge potential
negative impacts this decision could have on the local businesses of Clallam County.

we understand that potential negative aspects are associated with using EMCs, and we take these concerns seriously. A
large majority of the county's businesses that display an EMC do not currently follow EMC codes. We believe that current
regulations speak to most of these issues íf they were enforced. By disallowing the permitting of new EMCs, companies
that follow the code will be held accountable for the actions of those who do not. This will disproportionately impact
responsible businesses that use EMCs in compliance with existing regulations. Therefore, we believe that a better solution
would be to enforce the current regulations and educate businesses on the proper use of EMCs.

EMCs allow local businesses to advertise and message customers in ways that Free Standing, Façade, or Monument Signs
cannot achieve. By limiting the ability to use EMCs, local businesses will be handcuffed in their advertising options,
negatively impacting their revenue streams and ultimately tax revenue for the county. lt is essential to have the flexibility
to communicate the many options and advantages of shopping with a local businesses. A well-thought-out digital sígn
design can be a valuable tool for achieving that goal.

1



Moreover, this decision will harm community messaging for local non-profits and community organizations that rely on
us to help communícate their events and needs to the community. Lumber Traders lnc. advertises countless electronic
displays on our sign for organizations like 4PA, Peninsula Adventure Sports, port Angeles Art center, and many more. By
removíng the ability to use EMCs, we risk limiting the effectiveness of these organizations' messaging and impeding their
ability to connect with the community they serve.

Fínally, I want to address the idea that EMCs are distracting. As ment¡oned previously, an EMC can be distracting if the
codes are not followed. We believe a well-thought-out digital sign design can go above and beyond regulations by staying
static for 15-30 seconds, well-designed, and easy to read. This can enhance the visual appeal of the siln and the business
and provide a valuable resource for local companies and organizations to communicate w¡h the community.

ln conclusion, we strongly urge you to reconsider the proposed amendment to the sign code that disallows the permitting
of new Electronic Messaging centers. We believe this decision will negatively impact ihe local businesses, non-profits, and
community organizations that rely on EMCs to help communicate their events and needs to the community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Danny Steigerl Presidenr & CEO
Lumber Traders lnc.
Angeles Millwork & Lumber Co.
Hartnagel Building Supply

2
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INIeRNATIoNAL SIGN ASSocIATIoN www.stGNs.oRG NORTHWEST SIGN
COUNCIL

March 30,2023

Clallam County Board of Commissioners
County Courthouse
223 East 4th Street, Room 160
Port Angeles, WA 98362

Sent via email 3/29/23

Re: Proposed amendments to the Clallam County Zoning Code, amending and adding
definitions to the Sign Ordinance.

Honorable Clallam County Board of Commissioners:

I am contacting you on behalf of the Northwest Sign Counc¡l (NWSC) and the lnternational Sign
Association (lSA), representing the on-premises sign industry. Both organizations work with
jurisdictions throughout the Northwest to assist in the creation of beneficiat and enforceable
sign regulations.

We appreciate in the inclusion of some of our recommendations in the draft sign code.
However, we do have a number of recommendations dealing with content regulation which
conflicts with the 2015 SCOTUS decision Reed v. Town of Gitbert, and other issues for your
consideration, which are listed below. Our comments and recommendations are in Bold and
italics.

General Recommendation
We recommend thøt a substitution clause be Íncluded, which is considered o best
practice. A substitutìon clouse simply allows a sign to substítute a noncommercíal
message on any sign that permits a commerciøl or onother noncommercial message.

Section 33.57.010. Purpose
"(b) To maintain and enhance the visual environment and the County's ability to attract
sources of economic development and growth.,,

This section is existÍng ín the sÍgn code and Ís proposed to be deleted. tt ¡s common and
recommended to include some language in the purpose that oddresses County
øesthetics ønd supporting and enhoncing the business community.
We also recommend that this section include lønguage that mentions the lÍmits on
regulation of speech, such os "to achieve these purposes consistent wíth state ond
federal constitutional limÍts on the regulation of speech.,,
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COUNCIL

Section 33.57.030. Exempt signs.
(4) "sculptures, murals, landscape features, fountains, mosaics, religious symbols, and design
features which do not incorporate advertising or identification."

This sectÍon includes content regulation (do not incorporate advertising or
identificotion) whÍch should be ovoÍded øs o best practÍce. "Artwork (Ínctuding murals)
ís expressive conduct protected by the First Amendment. Several cases have ruled that
sign codes that either exempt (Centrat Radio v. City of Nortok þth Cir. 20t6)) or
reguløte (Kersten v. City of Mandan,389 F.Supp.gd 640 (D. N.D. 2OIg)) works of art or
murals that did not display commercial messoges are content-bosed." *

(5) "The flag of a recognized government or noncommercial institution such as a school.,,
A common íssue with sign regulotíons written before Reed is regulations that timÍt
flags to those wÍth government or instÍtutional symbots. This is content-bøsed (Willson
v. City of Bel'Nor (E.D. Mo. 2O2O)), ond any definition of flags should include only theír
physÍcal description with no limÍtation to government or other symbols.*

(L3) Signs at a construction site, no more than three signs and no greater than 32 square feet
each, that may identify the architect, engineers, contractors, supplies, or grant agencies
involved in the construction project or announces the character of the building. Signs not
permitted shall be removed fourteen days after construction is complete;
(L4) Signs advertising real estate for sale, rent, or lease, no greater than thirty-two (32) square
feet, and removed after the real estate transaction is complete;
(L5) Grand opening or closing displays, such as temporary banners, flags, or balloons, are allowed
to remain for a period of fourteen days from setup of the display, to announce the opening of a
completely new business, new management, or closing of the business;

SectÍons (13), (14) and (75) hove content-based reguløtíons which we recommend
ovoìding in order to comply wíth the SCOTUS decision Reed v. Town of Gitbert (2OtS).
"Content'neutral sign codes regulate sígns by theír temporøl (i.e., whether a sign is
temporary or permonent), locotionol (for example, whether a sÍgn is freestanding or
attoched, or Ís in a commercial or residential zoning district), or physÍcal (for example,
whether d sÍgn ís digÍtøl or static) characteristics. tn other words, a sÍgn code thot
regulates only the "time, place, and mannef' of sÍgns Ís considered content-neutral.
Content'neutral reguløtions are subject to intermediate, rather thøn strict scrutíny.
Courts also opply intermediøte scrutiny to regulatíons thot offect only commercíal
speech."*

(16) Banner signs displayed for 3 months as a temporary monument sign used by businesses
w¡thin commercial zones. Banner signs shall not be used as permanent monument signs. Banner
signs affixed to a wall shall be required to be permitted as façade signs.

We recommend that bønners be regulated separotelyfrom woll signs as a best practice.
We suggest that banner signs be allowed with discrete regulations wíth reasonable
tìme, pløce ond manner restrictions.
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Section 33.57.040. Prohibited signs
(13) Electronic signs.

We recommend that electronic sígns be allowed. This sign type hos proven to be on
effectÍve form of communication to the pubtic ond potentÍal customers. As stoted in
the ottached study, by the lJniversíty of Cincinnati, o car deolershÍp small business
case study found that the addition of an electronÍc sign wøs associated with Íncreases
in both seruice deportment revenue and customer trofiic, An added benefit was the
"goodwill" and reputøtionol gain øssocíoted with usÍng the video boørd for community
reløted public seruice messages. An important consideration is that end users of
electronic signs can opt ¡nto the lntegrated PubtÍc Atert & Worning System (tpAWS) a
network of complex systems that lets Locol Alerting Authoritíes send geogrøphÍcatty-
targeted alerts, including Amber Alerts. IPAWS alerts save lives and protect property
by quÍckly Ínforming the pubtic ol impending naturol and man-made dísasters, or
other hazards to public sofety ond well-being.** As an incentive to høve electronic
sign operators opt into IPAWS, the sign code con be designed to altow for dn areo
bonus for the end users that ogree to opt into tpAWS.

section 33.57.060. commercial and industrial sign standards
(1) Freestanding sign, monument signs

ThÍs section requires all freestanding signs to be monument signs. We
recommend to ollow pole sìgns. Requiring monument signs adds additíonat
costs to the end user. Some sites may not itself to monument signs due to
limÍted space, utilíties or landscapÍng.

g. Freestanding signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of sign area.
We recommend thot freestandÍng sÍgns at parcels that øre not subject to the
Scenic ond ReÜeøtional Highwøy Act have on areo of 64 square feet. See the
attøched recommended sign area in the Evidence Based Modet Code.**'r The
recommended sign areo based on the number of lønes ond speed tÍmits that
are typical in the County Ís much greater in the Evidence-Bøsed Model Code,
thøn the recommended 64 sct.lt.

(2) Façade sign(s) shall meet the following standards
c. The sign frame shall be concealed or integrated into the building's architectural
character in terms of form, color, and materials;

This requÍrement ís not reosonable and witt be a challenge for øpplÍcants to
meet this requÍrement. We do not recommend that façøde signs be designed
to be integrated into the buíldings desígn. This type of standard is typicat for a
ground sign since freestandÍng signs høve more of a structure that con meet
these type of standords.

Section 33.57.080. Legal nonconforming signs
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(1) A nonconforming sign shall not be altered in height, shape, size, lighting/illumination, or
affect the base or support without conforming with the provision of this chapter. No off-premise
sign shall add electronic/digital components to a sign and existing electronic/digital signs shall be
no greater than 0.3 foot candles above ambient light (includes day and night) and shall remain
static for a minimum of 10 seconds, changing instantaneously to avoid startling flashing of lights,
and shall transition without animation.

we recommend that allelectroníc slgns have automatic dimming (see the attached lsA
resource Níght'time Brightness Level Recommendations lor On-premise Electronic
Message Centers for recommended model language). With outomotÍc dimming no
daytime requirements ore needed since the electronÍc sign outomatícolly odjusts based
on dmbÍent light conditions, such as from day to nighttime and ø cloudy døy.

INTERNAIoNAL StGN AssoctatloN www.stGNs.oRG

tssu

NORTHWEST SIGN

e at
Board Commissione rs refer these d sisn de amendm back to staff and the
Planni Commission to be able to dress these es with stake lders

We appreciate your consideration of these recommendations. Do not hesitate to contact me
with any questions at 48o-773-3756 or james.carpentier@signs.org.

Sincerely,

James B. Carpentier AlCp
Director State & Local Government Affairs

*White, Mark, Content Neutral Sign Codes After Reed and Ausfrn, Sign Research Foundation, Alexandria VA, Nov. 2022.** 
, accessed March 2g,

2023.
***Jourdan, Dawn, Evidence Based Model Code, Sign Research Foundation, Alexandria VA, Sep. 20L1.****lnternational sign Association, Night-time Brightness Level Recommendations for on-premise Electronic Message centers,
Alexandria VA, Aug. 2016
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HZ Resolution adopting a Policy regarding Survey Monument preservation

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
any testimony that I give is true and accurate.

Signed on April tL, 2023 in Port Angeles, Washington

N9 PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS

1

L
7oa E 9d af

u¿4 æ
2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

16

L7

18

J : \public\S68 Forms\BOCC Meetings\2023\Policy regarding Survey Monument preservation 4-IL-23.doc


